* 


THE 


P RINCIPLES 


OF THE 


Cypzianic Age; 


Epiſcopal Power and Furiſdiftion : 


kid. Aon and. Recommended from the Gennine Writing s 


'of- St. Cyprian himſelf, and his Contemporaries, 


By which it -is made evident, That the Vindicator 
of the Kirk of Scor/and is obliged by his own Conceſlions 
to omni: that he and bu Aſſociates are Schiſmaticks, 


In a Letter to a F RK 1 & N ÞD. 


_—_—— . —_ I—_ . 


By F.S. 


-— 


LONDON, 


Printed for Walter Ketiilby at zh Biſhop? 5 Head; in St. Pauls 
Church-yard. M D C XG_Y: 


Andtiflime Matri Eccleſ? SCOTICANEK, 
Sub pondere preſlz, 
Sed & adhuc malis non cedenti, 
FidemCatholicam, UnitatemApoſtolicam,Pietatem primevan 
Fortiter propugnantt : 
2 Adverſus Blaſphemias, Calumnias, Sacrilegia, & Ruinas, 
” Inviao -( quia vere Chriſtiano ) anime 
; Strenue decertanti :.- 
Cultu, -Fide , & Juſtitia, 
In. Deum, Regem, & proximos 
Confpicuz: 


Hzreſes omnes, tam" antiquas quam- novas, - 
Atmis Evangelicis, & perpetua Eccleſiz tradiditione-+ 
Profliganti : 
Undique Lachrymis ſuffuſzy 
Viarice tamen Cruce triumphanti z 
(Tam Archiepiſcopis , Epiſcopis, Presbyteris, 8 Diaconis, 
| Quam univerſo Fidelium Cetui, 
Veris ſuis Paſtoribus vinculo 'Evmtias primigeniz, : 
Adhzreſcenti ) 
Sola ſpe Caleſtis przmii, inter clades miſetas 8&.maximas;- 
| Suffultz43 
Hanc diflertationem Epiſtolarem, ( raptim 8 ſermone - 
Vernaculo conferiptam ) de Epiſcoporum zvi Cyprianici: 
| Eminentia . & Prerogativis', 
Ea qui par eft animi modeftia & reverentis,- 
Clientelz & Cenſurz erg - : 
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THE 


PRINCIPLES 


OF THE 
| Cyprianic Age, &c. 
F SIR, 


- Acknowledge you have performed your Promiſe. The 
Author of the Defence of the Vindication of the Church of 
' Scatland,, in Anſwer to an Apology OF (he ſhould have 
ſaid FO-R). the Clergy of Scotland, has indeed ſaid fo 
as-you affirmed: And I ask your Pardon for putting you to 
the trouble of ſending me his Book and Pointing to Se. 3g. 
Page 34. where: hs has-ſaid ſo. But now, after all, what tho 
he has ſaid ſa? And faid fo, fo boldly ? Do you think his 
bare ſaying ſo is enoygh to determine- our Queſtion ? Don't 
miſtake it. That which made me fo backward to believe he 
had ſaid fo; was not any dreadful Apprehenſion I had of «&i- 
: ther his Reaſon or Authority; but a Perſwaſion that none of 
? his Party would have'been fo raſh, as to have put their being 
> or not being Schiſwaticks upon ſuch a deſperate Iſſue. And 
> that you may'notapprehend-my Perſwaſion was unreaſonable, 
2 T ſhall firſt take to'Task what he hath ſaid; and then, per- 
: chance, add'/ſomething'concerning our main Argument. His 
2 Words are theſe. 


 atrg.s. Cyprian?s Notion of Schilm «, when one ſeparateth 
* from his own Biſhop. This-the Prongterien do: Ergo. A. All 
F. the 


The Principles of 


the ſtrength of this Argument lieth in the ſound of Words, 


Biſhip, in Cyprian's time, was not a Dioceſan, with fole Power 
of Juriſdition and Ordination, If be prove that, we ſhall Giue 
Cyprian and him leave to call s Schiſmaticks. 4 Biſhop, then, 
was the Paſtor of a Flock,'or the Moderator of a Presbytery. 
If be can prove, that we ſeparate from our Paſtors, or from the 
Presbytery, with their Moderator, under whoſe Inſpettion we 
ought: to be, let him call ns what he will: But we diſown the Bi. 
ſhops in Scotland from being our Biſhops; we can neither own their 
pes Authority, nor any Paſtoral Relation that they have to us, 
us ne, | 


Now, Sir,if. one had a mind to catch at Words,what a Field 
might he have here ?: For Inſtance; Suppoſe the Word:Dzoceſs” 
was not in uſe in St. Cypriar?s time, as appiied to a particular 
Biſhop's Ditri; Doth it follow, that the Thing now ſigni- 
fied by it, was not then to be found? Again; What could 
move him to inſinuate, that we aſlign the ole Power of Furiſ- 


diftion and Ordination to our Divceſan Biſhop? When did our: 


Biſhops claim that ſole Power? When was it aſcribed to them. 
by the Conſtitution? When did any of our Biſhops attempt 
ro Exercife it ? When did a Scoriſh Biſhop offer, e. g. to-Or- 
dain or Depoſe a Presbyter, without the Concurrence of other 
Presbyters ? When was fuch a ſole Power deem?d Neceſſary 
for Raiſing a Biſhop to all the due Elevations of che Epiſco-. 
pal Authority ? How eafie is it to diſtinguiſh between a Sole 
and a Chief Power ? Between a Power Superiour to- all other 
Powers, and a Power Exclu{zve of all other Powers ? Between: 
a Power, without, or againſt which, no other Powers can Act; 
' tho they may, in Conjunction with it, or Subordination to- 
it: And a Power, deſtroying all other Powers, or diſabling: 
them from Acting 2 Once more, How logfe and Ambiguous 
is that part of his Definition of a Biſhop, in St. Cypriar's rime.,. 
in which he calls him, Tie Paſtor of a Flock * May not a Bi- 
ſhop, and his Dioceſs, be called a Paſtor and'a Flock, in as great 
propriety of Speech, as. a Presbytezian Miniſter and his Pariſh ? 
Sure I am, St. Cyprian and his Contemporaries theught ſo, as 
you may learn hereafter. | 
How eafie were is, I fay, for one to inſiſt on ſuch Eſcapes, 
if he-had a mind: for it? But I love not Jangle; and I _ 
ayoid: 
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the Cyprianic Age. 
avoid Prolixity : And therefore conſidering the State of the 

Controverſie between our Author and the Apologiſt, and 
ſuppoſing he intended ( however he expreſſed it ) to ſpeak 
home to the Apologiſt's Argument; the Force and Purpoſe 
of his Anſwer, as I take it, muſt be this. 

©.” That-an Argument drawn from ſuch as were called Bi- 

&« ſhops in St. Cypriar's time, to ſuch as are now fo called in 
& Scotland, is not good. That a Biſhop, in St. Cyprian's time, 
<« was nothing like one of our modern Scotiſh Biſhops ; z. e. a 
© Church Governour ſaperiour to, and having a Prelatick 
« Power over, all other Church-Governours within ſuch a Di- 
c« ſtrit as we commonly call a Dzocef. That a Biſhop then was no 
& more than a jingle Presbyter, or Paſtor of a fingle Fleck, (ſuch 
« a Flock as could conveniently meet together in one Atſem- 
&« bly, for the - Publick Offices of Religion ; ſuch a Flock as 
<* the People of one ſingle Pariſh are, in the modern Presby- 
« terian Notion of a Pariſh,) acting in Parity with other 
&« /7yple Paſtors of other ſingle Flocks or Pariſhes. Or, at moſt, 
« Par he was but the Moderator of a Prebytery, taking both 
«© Terms in the modern current Presbyterian Senſe ; 3. e. as 
& Moderator ſignifies One, who, as ſuch, x no Church.Governour, 
& mor hath any Furiſdiction over has Brethren: One, -—_ Power 
« u meerly Ordinatrve, not Deciſive; To be the Mouth of the 
« Meeting, not to be their Will or Commanding Faculty: To keep 
* Order in the Manner and Managing of what cometh before 
&© chem; Not to Determine what is Debated among(# them. And 
& 2s Presbjtery ſignifies ſuch a Number of Teaching and Raling 
© Presbyters living and having their Cures within ſuch a Di- 
<« ſtri&z- meeting together upon Occaſion , and ating in 
* Parity in the Adminiſtration of the Government, and Dif 
** cipline of the Church. That therefore our Scoriſh Presbyte. 
© 7jans cannot becalled Schiſmaticks in St Cypriar's Notion of 
* Schiſm, unleſs it''can be proved, That they Separate from 
* their Paſtor, or Teaching Presbyter, who has ſuch a Parijh 
« afligned to him for his Charge: Or, (not from the Modera-. 
«* for of the Presbjtery, who is not; but) from the Presbytery 
* (which is the Principle of Unity) with their 1oderator, - 

- This, I ſay, I take to be the Purpoſe of our Author's An- 
{wer to the Apologiſt's Argument ; on the Force whereof he 
ventures his Parnes being, or _— Schiſmaticke, I 1 
bs - 2 have 


The Principles of 
have miſtaken his Meaning, I proteſt 1 have not dane ut wil- 
fully, I am pretcy ſure, 1 have not, in the Definition of a 
Moderator ; tor I have Tranſcribed it, Word for Word, from 
one whom { take to be a dear Friend of his, intirely of the 
ſame Principles and Sentiments with him; and whoſe Defini- 


_ tions, I am apt to think, he will not readily Rejet. TI mean, 
the Author of The Vindication of the Church of Scotland , in 


2 Ad Queſt. i. 
SeF. 5. 


Anſwer to the Ten Queſtions*. And doth not our Author him- 
ſelf, in this fame 39th Se#ion, (part whereof I am now con- 
fidering,) affirm , That Fifty Years before the firſt Council of 
Nice, (3. e. fome 17 or 18 Years after S. Cyprian's Martyr- 
dom,) the Hierarchy was not in the Church? And that however 
ſome of the Names might have been, yet the Church-Power and 
Dominion, ſignified by them, was not then in Being? Plainly im- 
porting, that the Church then was Governed by Paſtors 
ating in Parity, after the Presbyterian Model. In ſhort, 
what our Author hath faid, when duly conſidered, will be 
found to be no Anſwer at all to the Apologiſt's Argument, 
if it is not to be underſtood in the Senſe I have repre- 
ſented. | 

Taking it for granted, therefore, that I have hit his Mean- 
ing, I hope you will not deny, that, If I fhall prove that a 
Biſhop, in Cyprian's time, was more than a Paſtor of a. Flack, 
or the Moderator of a Presbytery, in the Presbyterian Senſe of 
the Terms: If I ſhall prove, that a Biſhop then had really that 
which cannot be denied to have been true, Genuine Epi/copal 
or Prelaiick Power: If ] can prove, that he «&ed in a Real 
Superiority over, not in Parity with other Church-Governours, 
even Paſtors: If 1 ſhall prove theſe Things, I fay,. I hope 
you'l grant, our Author is faicly bound by his Word to ac- 
knowledge, that he and his Brethren Presbyterians are Schiſc 
maticks, ' Let us try it then: And now, vir, 

Before I come to my main Proofs, conſider if it may not 
be deemed a ſhrewd Preſumption againſt our Author in this 
matter, That generally the. great Champions for Presbytery, 
ſuch as Charmer, Blondel, Salmaſixs, the Provincial Aﬀembly 
of Londen, &c. do ingenuouſly acknowledge, That, long be- 
fore St. Cyprian's time, Epiſcopacy was in the Church; even 
Spanhemizs himſelf grants, That, in the Third Century, 
Biſhops had a manifeſt Prehemineuce above Presbjters and 
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2 Deactws, and' a Righr of Preſiding, Conzucatir g, Ordaining",&c. v xy;coyerun 
Z By the way: yon cited this Writer parncularly, becauſe tv» ubi. 
Z our Author not only builds much on his Authority ©, but ho- gue Neomors 
F nours him with the great Character of being Tht 4iLigent fon jure preſi-' 
7 Searcher into Antiquity. How 'deſervediy, let others judge; _— arr 
: for my part, I cannot think he has been fo very diligent a; ing Bork. 
22 Searcher : For in thatſame very Se&icn, in which he acknow- 7/7 ey WP. 
> ledges the Epiſcapal Preheminence in che Third Century, he Ecelef. Nov. 
'* ſays expreſly, That, in that Age, there were no Door. keepers, Teft. Sec. 3. 
+ Acolpths, nor Exoraſes*%. And yer I not only find expreſs _ 6. pag. 
; mention of Exerc//m inthe Venerable'Council of Carthage, in -( us 

7} which St. Cyprian was Preſes*; Butiboth Cyprian and Firwnlian _— « 3 I++ 
 expreſly mention Exarciſs*', And as for Acolytbs, how often A a 
do we find them'mentioned in Cyprian's Epiltles? E. g. We — 
| have Nariow an Hculpth, Ep. 7. Favorinus, Ep. 34. Nice 3. —_ 
: phorus , Ep. 45. Saturnis, and Felicianms, Ep.y59. Lucanw, open 

* Maximw, and Amaniims, Ep. 177. And doth not Cormlizs Copiatarum, 

+ Biſhop of Rome, in his famous Epiſtle to Fab Biſhop of A4co/ythorum, 
* Antioch, Recorded by Euſebizs ®, poſitively afhrm, That there £*9*ifarum: 
2 were then in the Church of Rm 42 Acolyths, and 52 Exor-** | 

4 ciſts, Lettors, and Door-keepers? But this, as © faid, only by the , pots FY 
7 Way. Es Ro 

2 . That which I am concerned about at preſent, is, That CIS = 
: when theſe great Patrons of Presbytery, thefe truly Learned A = 4 _ 
2 Men, whom I named, have all- ſo frankly yielded, that,,.., .., 

2 there was' teal Prel/acy in the Church in, and before, St. Cy- j;; + jibe 
'2 prian's time; yet our Author ſhould affirm, fo boldly, that 

} there was no fuch Thing : That there was no Hierarchy in 

2 the Church 7hen, nor for many Years after. Has our Au- 

4 thor been a more «diligent Searcher into Antiquity, than thoſe 

> great Antiquaries were, that he was thus able to contradict 

; their Diſcoveries ? F 2m not apt to believe it. However, as 

> 1 faid, let this paſs only for a Preſumption againſt him. I 

3 proceed to other Arguments. And, | 

} 1. L obferve, that, in St. Cypriar's time, every Church all 
,z the World. over, at leaſt, every Church, Conſtictuted and 
} Organized, according to the Principles which then pre- 


oþ 
4 


| vailed , had a Biſhop, Presbyters, and Deacons , by whom 


' ſhe was Ruled. 


Thus, 


_- 
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Thus, for Example, we find expreſs Mention of the Bi. E 
, Presbyters, and Deacons, of_the Church of Adrywme. 3 


b Prechyteri tum® ; for Cyprian tells Cornelins, That when He and Libera. * ; 
& Diaconi in J;s came to that City, Polycarpms the Biſhop was abſent, and ©? 
the Presbyters and Deacons were ignorant of what had been +; 
Reſolved on by the Body of 'the African Biſhops, about-wri- 7 
Co-cpiſcopo x0 ting to the Church of Rowe, till the Controverſie be- 7 
ſtro abſente, ig- tween Cornelius and Novatianus ſhould be more fully under- 7 


Adrumetina 
Conſiſtentes, 
Polycar 


norabant quid {tood. 
nobis in Com- 


mune placuiſe 


7.91 of three, Rogatianus, Britins, and Numidicws, who adhered 
i 7p.43, Fo him'\, And five who took part with Feli:iſjimms againſt him, 
when that Deacon made his Schilm*, I hope I need not be 
at pains to prove, that there were Deacons then in that fa- 
mous Church. | T2. 

Thus Cornelizs, in the afore-mentioned Epiltle to F:b;as, 
tells him, That while himſelf was Biſhop of Rome, there 


were in that City no fewer than 45 Pre-byters, and 7 Dea- - 
l Ep.59. $139. cons, &'c, A moſt flouriſhing Clergy, as St. Cyprian calls it ', 
Whoſo pleaſes , may ſee the. like Account of the Church of ©: 


m H, E. lib.7. Alexandria, in the ſame Times, in Euſebizs ®, Indeed, 
cap. 11. If we may believe St. Cyprian, there was no Church then 


without a Biſhop: For from this Suppoſicion, as an uncon- | 


n Cum ft, « Froverted Matter of Fact, he Reaſons againſt Novatianws ". 
Chriſto, ms His Argument is, That there is but One Church, and One Ept- 
Eccleſia, per ſcopacy, all the World over; and that Cathoiick and Orthodox 
zorum Mundum, Biſhops were regularly planted in every Province and City, 
'u mula Mem- 1nd therefore Novatianus could not but be a Schiſmatick, who, 
ra div 'ſa , «> . . 4 h F, A / Lo 

item Epiſcopa.. contrary to Divine Inſtitution , an the Fundamental Laws 

rus unus Epiſces Unity, laboured to ſuper-induce falſe Biſhops into theſe Cities, where 
porum multo= True and Orthodox Biſhops were already planted. And he Rea- 


rum Concordi ſong again upon the ſame Suppoſition, in the beginning of 


4 45-070 his 63d Epiſtle directed to C:ecalims, concerning the Cup in 
poſt Dei traditioem, poſt comnexam & ubique conjunftam Catholics Eccl:ſig Unitatem, huma- 
nam conetur Eccleſiam facere, & per plurimas Civitates, nous Apofiolos ſuos mittat, ut que- 
dam recentia inflitutionis ſue fundsmrnta conſtituat , cumque jampriadem per OMNES 
PROVINCIAS & pr URBES SINGULAS, Ordinati ſint Epiſcep:, 
in etate antiqui, in fide integri, in preſſura probati, in perſecutione proſcripti, ille ſuper eas 
8rc ar: alins peudo-epifcopes audeat. Ep. 55. p- 112. | 
| ' 


£18 


[Thus Cyprian was Biſhop of Carthage, and at the ſame time © ; 
fey. Ep.y [there were, in that City, 8 Presbyters at feweſt : For we read | 


Z the Cyprienic Age: 7 
= the Euchariſt*. - From this Suppoſition, I ſay , as from ans g, 

# unconteſted Matter of Fa#, be iieaſing, in both Caſes, which on 
Z js a Demonſtration, not only of the Credibility of his Teſti- Chariſfime, Epi- 
2? mony, but that the Matter of Fa# was then fo Notorious, as Jper Plurimos 
7 to be undeniable. He Reafon'd fromnv it, as from an acknow- mg _ 
2 ledged Poſftulate. | TOTO 

Z 2. I obſerve, that the Presbyters, who, in theſe Times, were M UNDO 
2 contra-diſtinguiſhed ' from the Biſhop and Deacons, were 4ivins digna- 
” Prieſts, in the Language which was then current; Paſtors, in yg | ada 


* the preſent Presbyterian Diale&, 5. e. not Ruling Elders, but on 
2 fk @ laboured Za the Word and Sacraments. © They —_— 
2 ſach as were honoured with the Divine Prieſthood ; ſuch as 
: were Conſtituted in the Clerical Miniſtery ; fuch as whoſe 
* Work it was to attend the Altar and the Sacrifices, and «ffer 
= up the Publick Prayrrs, &c. as we find in the Inſtance of Ge- 
: minins Fauſtinus *. Such as God, in his merciful Providence, ? Divino Sacer- 
/ was pleaſed to raiſe to the Glorious Station of the Prieſthood ; 4otio honorart, 
! as in the Caſe of Numidicus%, Such as in the time of Perſe. Or in Cleric 
- cation went to the Priſons, and gave the Holy Euchariſt to "mas _ 
: Cenfeſſors *, Such as at Carthage (as St. Cyprian complains to drani br 590 
=: Cirnelizs) preſumed to curtail the Pennances. of the Lapſers, ifciis defer- 
: and gave them the Holy Sacrament while their Idolatry was fo %'7e, & preci- 
very recent, that, as it were, their Hands and Mouths were ns 4g Os 
: ſtill a ſmoaking wich the warm Nidors of the Sacrifices that ora © 
: had been offered upon the Dewils Altars ". Such as, contrary x. 1. p. x. 
> to all Rule and Order, abſelved the Lapſers, and gave them « v5; ,wm ct.vo 
| the Communion, without the Biſhops Licence *, Such as: were noſtro Dominus 
: joyned with the Biſhop in the Sacerdotal Honour ®, In a adjungeret, & 
: word, They were ſuch Presbyters as St. Cyprian deſcribes to 4:/0/aram per 
| Stephen Biſhop of | Reme 3 ſuch as ſometimes raiſed Altar againſt RO IO 
Altar, and (out of the Communion with the Churth) «effered arp yur 
| Falſe and Sacrilegious Sacrifices : Such as were to be Depoſed Gloriofis Sacre .. 
- when they did ſo; ſuch as, tho they ſhould rerwrn to thedotibus adorna- 
- Communion of the Church, were only. to be admited to 7: - #2: 49. 
"'LAY-COMMUNION, and not to be allowed;there- * 7 
: aſter, to aff as. Mex in Holy Orders; ſeeing it became the * #2 5: ©:37- 
* PRIESTS and Miniſters of God; thoſe who attend the \,© 59: 2:134- 
' Aliar and Sacrifices, to be Men. of Integrity , and Blame. ©'2* £42; 


P: I 28, 
* Ep.215, 26, 17. fuſe, ® Fp. 61. p, 144: 


lets. 
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 _ * leG". Such Prezbyters they were, I ay, who were then; © 
| nk contra-diſtinguiſhed from the Biſhop: For, as for /your Lay- | 
Jungimue, Fra- Elders, your Ruling, contra-diſtinet from Teaching, Prehyters, 2 
ter.cariffhme, now fo much in vogue; there is as profound a Silence of 
Conſauſu & them in St. Cyprian's Works and Time, as there is of the So. 2 
+ mt lkemn League and Covenant, or The Sanquhar Declaration: And 
etiam qui Yet, conlidering how much; he has leſt upon Record about * 
Prezhyteri—— the Governours, the Government, and the Diſcipline of the - 
Contre dare Church, if there had been ſuch Presbyters, then, it is next © 
num ate to.a Miracle that he ſhould nor, ſo much as once, have men- 
dinmum, Sa ,- h 
crificia, forts, tioned tnem. | 
falſa & Sacrilega offerre comati fint , cos quogue' hac conditione - fuſcipi, cam revertuntur , ut 
COM MMUNICENT LAICI -— Nec debere cos rcvertentes , ea, apud ms, 
Ordinationis & Honors arma retin:re , quibus contva nos Rebellaverunt: Oportet exim 
SACERDO-TES-—— gui Altari & Sacrificiis deſerviunt, integros atque immaculatos 
fe, Ec. Ep. 72. p.197- | 


3. I obſerve, that the Biſhops Power, his Authority, his 
' Paſtoral Rglation, (call it as you will,) extended to all the *: 
Chriſtians within his Diſtric. E. g. Cornehus was imme- | 
diately and directly Swperiour to all the Chriſtians in Rome, 
and they were his Subjei. $0 it was alfo with Pakins, and © 
the Chriſtians of Anriveh 3; Dionyſus, and. the Chriſtians of .. 
Alexandrias Cyprian, anft. the Chriſtians of Carthage, Oc. * 
The Biſhops prelation,' whatever: it was, related not folely 
to the Clergy, or ſolely to. the Laicy, but to both, equally 
and formally. How fully might this Point. be: proved, if it 
were needjul? Indeed, St, Cyprian defines a Church to: be 
A People united to their Prieſs,, and A Flock: adhering to thew 
Paſtor. And that by the Terms Prieſt and: Paſtor, he meant 
the Biſbep,. is plain frem what immediately follows; for he 
tells Florewtius Pupianus there, That from that commen and. ' 


received Notion of a Church, he ought to have learned, _. 


That the Biſhop # inthe Church, and the Church in the Biſhop ; 


vr Chriſto ſunt and : that whoſe is- not. with the Biſhop, is not in the Church '". 


Ecclefa, p/4bs And in that fame Epiſtle, chaſtiſing the ſame Forentius for 
Sacerarti ad» calling his Title to his Biſhoprick in queſtion, and: ſpeaking }. 
unets, & pa-. birter Things.againſt: him,. he-Reaſons thus: What Swelling of 
ftori ſus Grex Py;t. > What Arrogance: of Spirit ? What: Haughtineſi # this? * 
adherens. Un- | A 
ae ſcire dcbes Epiſtopum. in Eccleſia efſe, & Eccleſiznm in Epiſcopo, & fi qur cum Epiſcopo non 
ſit, in Eccleſia non efſe. Ep. 66. p. 168. 


This © 


_.- ' the Cyprianic Age. 
That thou ſhouldeſt-arraign Biſhops before thy Tribunal? And ml: 
we. be w_ 4 Abſobved by th Sentence, Lo! +4 
Six Years, The BROTHERHOOD. has had 0 BIS HOP - 
The PEOPLE mo RULER, The FLOCK nw PASTOR; 
The CHURCH no GOV ERNOUR; CHRIST no 
PRELATE; And GOD w0 PRIE ST*?' In ſhore, x Quis namque 
He that bore the high Character of Biſhop, in St. Cyprian's #' Jopabio 
time, was: called the: Ruler of -the Church by way © Rs a 0 
nence?. ' The.Church was compared to a Ship, and the Biſhop ,u;m? gue 
was the Meſter *, He /was the Father, and all the Chriſtians menris infario? 
within his Difric were his Children *®, He was the Gover- 4d cognitio- 
neur *, the Refor ©, the Captain *, the Head®, the Fudge f, of 17 Juam, pre- 
all within his Diocef. He was the chief Paftor ; and tho Preſe 22/77 & 54 
byters were alſo: ſometimes called Paſtors, yet it was but ve? 4 ni 
dom ; and, at beſt, ——_ but ſuch in Subordination.' apud te purga- 
Indeed, the Presbyters of the Church of Rome, during the ## furimws &- 
Vacancy between Fabianws his Death and Cornelizs his Pro / jt pe 
motion, look'd only on themſelves as Yice-Paſtors, ſaying, 75,":% mms 
That, 'in ſuch-a junture, #bey Kepr the Flock in STEAD of wc Faternitas 
the Paſtor, the Biſhops. I eould give yu even a Surfeit of habuit Epiſco= 
Evidences, I ſay, for the Truth of this Propoſition, if it were 2%”, nec plcbs 
needful. Whoſo reads St. a Epiſtles, may find it in prepeſitum, 
almoſt every Page. And I ſhall have occaſion hereafter to jth Oo 
inſiſt 'on many Arguments in the Probation of other Things, ej Guberna- 
which may further clear this alſo. Indeed, there is no more torcm , nec 
in all this, than 1enatizs laid frequently, near 150 Years before jou ng Anti 


. h MA +7; 5 nec 
St. Cy ck Deus Saceradne 


tem? Tbid.p. 167. Y Prepoſitns, paſſim. * Chriſti adverſarius, &+ Ecclefiie ejus imimicus. 


ad hoc Eccleſia prepeſitum ſua infeſtatione proſequitur, ut Gubernaterc ſublato, atrocius atque 
wiolentius circa Eccleſia Nauffagia Graſſetur. Ep. 59. p. 130. Vide etiam Ep. 30. þp. 56. 
2 Ep. 41. $.79- Þ Guberrator, paſſim, © Refor. Ep. 59. p.133. 4% Dux. Ep. 6o. 
?. 141. © Caput. Ep. 45- . 86. f JTudex. Ep.59. þ- 129. B Er cum incumbat nobis 
gui widemur prepoſiti eſſe, & VICE PASTORIS cuftodire Gregem, &c, t®% gg 
dy gays 6 EmoxorC@ a m3 mNIYOE Ew. Ignat. ad Smyrn. Edit. Lond. 1680. þ. 6. 
Kees TeTOY (Fpiſcopo, nempe, Presbyteris & Diaconis,) "Exxanoia 7 vahfirus 4d Trail. 


p- 48. & paſſin, 


And now, Sir, tho the Monuments of the Cyprianic Age 
could afford us no more than theſe three Things which I 
have proved from them, they would be of fifficient force to 
overthrow our Author's Defimtion ” a Biſhop in St. Cyprian's 

wa time, 


Zhe Principles of 
time, a5-to both. Parts. of it; and demonſtrateto every-think- 
ing: Man's.convidtion, That he: was neither The Paſtor of rhe 
Bok, nor The Moderator of a Prerbytery, in our A 's ſenſe 
of. the: Terms. 

1. Not the Paſftir of a Flock, 5.e, a ſemgle Precbyter, having 
the Charge of a: ſingle Pariſh, after: the Presbyterian Model : 
For,. a: Biſhop, in: thoſe Times,. had many- ſuch Presbyters 
under him. Cyprian himſelf: (whatever he: had:more). had 
no fewer. than Eight. under him: in the City: of Carthage, be- 
ſides: the. adjacent Villages. Cornelius. was over Forty. ſix in 
the City. of Rewze. I know-not how many Domus was over 
ab, Alexandria, or P s at Adruzetum ; but it is. certain, 
they- were in: the.Ploral Number;. So it was all. the Chriſtian 
World aver, -av I have:-proved.. A-Biſbop then, in St. Cyprian's: 
tune,. Was-a. Paſtor indeed, but it wasof a Droceſi;. 4 e; all the 
Chriſtians within ſuch a: Diffri# were:his Flock; and he had'a 
dize&, forma}, and: immediate: Paforal Relation to them all; 
tha at the ſame time, within: the fame: Difrif, there were 
_ inferior Paſtors who were” ſubordinate and. ſubje&t to 


2,, He was-as little a-meer Jtaderator of a Presbytery, in our. 
Authar's: ſenſe off the Terms. A. Presbyterian. Moderator, as. 
ſuch, «. no Church.Governour at. all : A Biſhop, in St. Cypriaw's 


time, as ſuch, was. chief Paſtor, Fudge, Head, Maſter, Reftbr, 


Gowernowr,. of all the Chriſtians withm his D;ftri, A m_ 
rerian- Moderator,. as ſuch, has no diret}, immediate, formal Rela. 
3i0n to the People, but only to the Presbytery, He « the Month, 
and. keeps Order inthe manner and managing of the Aﬀairs. of 
the Prebytery, of. the-Chwrch, or rather Churches, within 
the Bounds -of that-Presbytery. But a Biſhop, in St. Cypriaw's 
time, was quite another thing: His Prelacy, whatever it was, 
related to the Laity, as well as: to the Clergy. St. Cyprian”s, 
e. g. to as many Chuiltians as. required the ſubordinate La- 
bours of, at leaſt, Eight Presbyters: Cornelius's to' as. many 
as required the fibordinate Labours of Forty Six: To a Body 
of Chriſtians, in which , beſides Forty ſix Presbyters, Seven 
Deacons , Seven Sub-Deacons, Forty two Acolyths, Fifty two 
Exorciſts, Lettors and Door-keepers , there- were more than 
Fifteen hundred Widows and” poor People who-(ubhſted by Charity : 
And, beſides all theſs, a mighty and innumerable ns as 

M- 
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Ee the Typriaic Age. 11 
himſelf wards it'. Thefe Things, I fay, might be ſufficient in ; \,, « 
all Reaſon to confute our Author's Notion. Bur then, this is *'*7* 
tiot all, for let us conſider, # 


wa = 
Fe %, dyacy- 
| HTS Aas, 
II. How a Biſhop, in St. Cypriar's time, was Promoted to m% "_ - 
ts Chalr ts tha: ſhblinve 77p if the Priffved Cas he calls my a5 
it)*. And we ſhall eaſily colle& another Demonſtration * $acerderi; 
ainſt our Author's Notion. For, by the Principles of thoſe ſ#/ime fafti, 
T imes, it was plain, | OO Sium. Ep. 55. 
1. That there could be no Lawful nor Allowable Promo. *: 7*3: 
tion of 'One to a Biſhoprick which had been Poſleſled before 
unleG there was a Clear, Canonical, and Unqueſtionable 
Vacancy. It was a received Maxim then, That there could be 
but one Biſhop at once in a Church, When a Se was once Ca- 
nonically filled , whoſoever effe pretended to be Biſhop of 
that See, was not a ſecond Biſkop, but none at all, in St. Cypriar's 
Judgmers,. Nay, he was ſo far from reckoning of him: as ! ze cum poſt 
anorn Biſhop, that he deemed him not a Chriſtian m, Innu: frimum ſecun- 
merable are his Teſtimonies to this purpoſe ". But I ſhall 4% 4+ 0 
Tranſcribe only One from Ep. 69. becauſe he fully reaſons? 199% 
the Caſe in it. There was a Controverſie between Cornelius j” dope -y/ oy 
and Novatianus, whether was Biſhop of Rome. Now, conſj- bear ; faBiu 
der how St. Cyprian decides it. The Church & one ( ſays he); #1, now jaw 
and this one Church cannot be both within and without : F there. the ſecundia, 
fore, the True Church is with Novatianus, She was not with Cor- Jo OIFs + 
nelius. But if She was with Cornelius, who ſucceeded to Biſhop 753? 'O# 
Fabianus by lawful Ordination, and whom God honoured with " Ruijquis ie 
Martyrdom, as well as with the Epiſcopal Dignity, Novatianus 5s of ey 
not in the Church; nor can be be acknowledged as a Biſhop, who rr ak 
contemning the E wangelical and Apoftolical Tradition, and ſuc. mon eſt. Ep.55. 
ceeding to none, hath ſprung” from. himſelf, He can by no means? "77: fuſe. 
either have or hold a Church, who is not Ordained in the Church ; © £t-44-.86. 
for the Church cannot be without Herſelf, nor divided againſt Her. Ft: 45. 2-86. 
ſelf, &. And a little aſter, Our Lord recommending to us the x 49:5 89: 
Unity which is of Divine Inſtitution, [aith, 1 and my Father are E». 4 
; One; and again, O-liging the Church to keep this Unity, he Ep. 68. o 199; 
: ſaith, There ſhall. be One Flock, and One Paſtor : But if £-69.p. 184. 
2 he Flock is One, How can he be reputed to be of the Flock, who Us.Eccl. p, no, 
is not numbred with the Flock? Or bow tan be be deemd a Paſtor 
who (while the True Paſtor lives and rules the Flock by 2 ſucces 
C 2 
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12 | The Principles of. 


daneous Ordination ) ſucceeds' to none , bur begins from himſelf bd 
Such an one is an Alien, is Profane, is an Enemy to Chriſtian 
Peace ond Unity. He dwells not in the Houſe of God, 1. e. in the 
® Eccleſia enim Church.of God : None can dwell there but the Sons of Concord and 


una <j'» 1% Unanimity ©. | ; 
una (3 1ninus . : 
eſſe & foris, non poteſt. Si enim apud Novatianum ef, apud Cornelinm non fuit. $7 were 


apud Cornelium fuir, qui Fabiano Epiſcopo, Legitima Ordinatione ſucceſſit, & quem, preten 
Sacerdotii hoorem, Martyrio quoque Dominus Glorificavit, Novatianus in Eccleſia non eſt, nec 
Epiſcopus computari poteſt, guts Evangelica & Apoſtolica Traditione contempt a, nemini ſucce- 
dens, a ſeipſo Ortus eſt : Habere namque aut tenere Eccleſiam nullo m0do poreſt qui Ordinatug in 
Eccleſia nen eft : Foris enim non efſe Eccleſiam, nec ſeindi adverſum ſe, &c. Et paulo poſt, 
Idcirco Dominus inſmuans nobis Unitatem de Divinas Auforitate venientem, ponit Or Dicit, 
Ego & Pater unum fumus: 4d quam unitat:m redigens Ecclefam ſuam, denuo dicit, Er 


' Erit Unus Grex, & Unus Paſtor: $i autem Grex mus eft, quomodo poteſt Gregi annumerari 


qui in numero Gregis non ot ? Aut Paſtor quom1do haberi poteſt qui ( manente vero paſtore, &+ 
inEccleſia Dei Ordinatione ſuccidauea preſidente ) nemini ſuccedens , & @ ſeipſo incipicns, Aliee. 
us” ſit &+ profanus, Dominice pacis ac Divine Unitatis inimicus ;, non habitans in doma Dei, 
i. e. is Eccleſia Dei, in qua nm niſi Concordes & Unanimes habitant * Ep, 6g. p. 181, 182. 


Neither was this Principle peculiar to St. Cyprian : Corne. 

lx, in his ſo often mentioned Epiſtle to Fabirs, inſiſts on ir 

alfo, and in a manner Ridicnules Nvarianus, if not for his. 

Tenorance of it, at leaft for entertaining the vain Conceit, 

P *O exNzn- that it was in his Power to counter-act it ®. And when 
ms iy 8 Maximus, Urbanus, Sidonius, Macarius, &c. deſerted Nova» 
weyſtls 3 tans, and returned to Cornelius his Communion, they made 
177 7 iy, a Solemn Confeffion, That, upon the ſcore of that ſame com> 
*Eniezemy mon Maxim, they ought to have look*d upon Novatianus as a 
Sev Ever & Falſe and Schiſmatical Blhop. We know, ay they, that Cor- 
zaSvamj  nNelins was choſen Biſhop of the moſt Holy Catholick Church by the 
xayrie. Omnmnipotent God, and our Lord Feſus Chrifft, We corfeſs our Error x 
Euſ'b. H.E. we were impoſed upon; we were circumvented by Perfidy and En= 
£i6.6. c:p-43. ſnaring Sophiſpry For we are not ignorant, That there « 
One God; One Chriſt our Lord, whom we have confeſſed ; One 
Holy.Ghoft 5 And that there cught to be but One Bifhop in a Ca- 
tholick Church*, Tndeed, two Biſhops at once, of one Church 
or City, were then thought as great an Abſurdity as- two- 


41 Xo; Corne- 
lom Epiſco- 


pum Santiifi- Pithers of one Child, or two Husbands of one Wife, or two 


7& Catholice 
Ecelefi Eletium a Deo Ommip3tente, & Chriſto Domino noſtro ſeimms, Nos eyrorem noftrum con« 


firemur ; 05 impoſluram paſſi ſumus ; circumventi fumus perfidia & Foquacitate captioſa .: 
Non enim iguoramius Unum Dewn eſſe ; Unum Chriftum cfſe Dominun, quem Confeſſi- ſumus ; 
Juum Spiritiom Sangum ; Unum Epi/-opum in Cai/oalica. Eccleſia eſſe dibere, Ep 49. p. 93. 
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- Heads of one Body, or whatever elſe you gan call 24o»ftrous - 


in cither Nzture or Moralty. 
2. There was no Canonical Vacancy; no Place for a new : 
Biſhop, but where the One Biſhop, whoſe the Chair had been, . 
was Dead, or had Ceded; or was Canonically Depoſed by the 
reſt of the Members of the Epiſcopal College. Vacancy by Death - 
hath no Difficulties.: _ I don't remember to have oblerved any 
Inſtances of Ceſſien in St.. Cyprian's..time; (tho there: were 
fm? before, and many after;)- Unleſs it was in the Caſe of ' 
Baſilides, who, after he had. forfeited his Title to that Sacred 
Dignity by being guilty .of-the dreadful Crimes of. Idolatry 
and Blaſphemy, is ſaid to have Laid it down, and-to have - 
confeſſed, That he. ſhould be favourably dealt: by, if there- 
after he ſhould he. admitted to the Communion of Laicks *, © Ep.67.” 
We have Inſtances of Depsprion in the ſame Baſilides and Mar- Se iN 
wp Frog” : *#.. v p. 68: 
tials *, in Marcianus*, Privatus Lambeſitanus *, Evariſtus ', Far- , Ed. 36. 
tunatianus "' , aud perhaps ſome more. However , thele » zp.5o,& 55; :. 
Three, 1 ſays. were the only Cauſes in which. there could be a ?' Ep. 65: 
Lawful Vacancy. | | 
3. When a See was thus Canonically wacant, it was filled- 

after this manner : The Biſhops. of the Province, in which. 
the Vacancy. was, met, chooſed 'and ordained One in the .- 

reſence of the People whom he was to Govern. This 

e. Cyprian , with other 35 Biſhops, tells us, was of Divine - 
Inſtitution, and: Apoſt olical Obſervation ; And that it was tha + 
common .Form, not. only in. Af ice, but: almoſt in every - 
Province all the World over *. I. know, *tis controverted * propeer quo 
whether a Biſhop, in thoſe 'Times, was Choſen &y the People, 4ligenter de - 
or only in the preſence of the People 2 But my preſent pur. 7r44itiove Di- - 
poſe doth not engage me in that Controverlie. —- H 
vations. ſ.rugndum & tenendum: eft,, quod: apud. nes quoque & fere per Provincias Untverſas + 
zenetur, ut ad Ordinationes rite celebrandas,..ad eam Plebem cu prapoſitus ordinatur, Epiſcopi 
ejuſdem Provincia proximi quique conveniant, & Epiſcopus deligatur, Pltbe preſente, &c; 
Ep. 67.p 172. Prater illud quoed in hac eadem.Epiſtola, De Sabine, Legere eſt, hnjus +. 
rifus, rtanquam jam tum triti, m Succeſſore, Narciſſo Hierofolymit ani,, Subſtituendo... -. 
exemplum. luculentum babes-apud Evſeb. 1.6. c. 10. | 


4. But Election was not enough : Tho the Perſon-eleted: 
was already a Presbyter, and-in Prieſtly Order; yet when he 
was to be Promoted to a Biſhoprick, he was. to receive a 
«w Impoſiion.of. Hands, a. yew Ordination.. His formesy 
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Orders were not ſufficient 'for 'that Supreme Office.” Thus, 


e.g. St. Cyprian was . firſt a Presbyter, and then - Ordained 

Bithop of Carthage , if we may 'believe his Deacon Porrivg, 

y Pontius in Eufebiys, and St. Ferome!?. Thus our Holy Martyr tells us, 
= 6-1 ay. That Cornelins had made bis Advances, $72dnaly , through all the 
Hieron. Catal, inferior Stations, and fo, no doubt, had been a 'Presbyter, be- 
4 i} SOON he'was a Biſhop *. And yet'we find, when he was Pro. 
Eccleſtaſtica mored to the See of Rome, he was Ordained by 16 Biſtpy: *. 
Officis promo» Thus we find alfo, in the Promotion of Sabinus to the Bi- 
tz5 —— 4d fhoprick from which Baſiides had fallen, that he was Ordained 
COT en by the Inpe/iion of the Hands of the Biſhops who were then 
Gme fefigium preſent at his Eletion > Thus Fortunaras, Achimmins, Optatus, 
Se b Galle Privatianus, Donatulus, and Felix, 6 Biſhops, Ordained a Bi- 
Ep.55. p. 103: ſhop at Cepfs ©. Thus Herachus 'was ff a Presbyter  utder 
2 Fp.55. p12. Demetrius, m the Church of Alexandria, and then ſacceeded 
> xp.67.9.172. ©© him in the Epiſcopal Chair *.  Dionyſins was firff a Presby- 
bl& ns under Heracles, and then ſucceeded to him. And Maxi: 
#0 Þ05" mus, who had been a Predbyter under him, ſaccecded ,to 
*: cap HE. Dionyſius *. And before all theſe, ſome 70 Years before Sr. Cy. 
19100 priar's time, ireneus was firſt a Presbyter under Photinas, and 
Wp-- afte: wards his Succeſſor in the Biſhoprick of Lions *. Nor is 
* Lib. 7. C.11, it to be doubted, that each of theſe was Raiſed to the Epiſco- 
os Wy pal Dignity by' a #ey Ordinatiov. The firſt of the Canons, 
E Euſcb. H. E. commonly called Apoſtolical, which requires, Thar a Biſhop be 
.5-6-4:5- Ordained by two or three Biſhops, was, doubtleſs, all along ob- 
b'Eniozor@ ſerved *. Nay, this Neceſlity of a 1: Ordinarion for Raiſing 
reprrfiow One to the Epiſcopal Power, was fo Notorious and Recei- 
<a 'Emewd- yed then, that the Schiſmaticks themſelves believed it indiſpen- 
my Jo n fible. And therefore Novatianus, tho formerly a Preibyrer, (as 
TeGy, Cav Cornelius tells exprefly in that fo often cited Epiſtle to Fabius, 


Hpofe.1. when he Rial'd it with Cornelius for the Chair of Rome, that - 


he might have the ſb:w, at leaſt, of a Canonical Ordinativa, he 
i Me? Glas got three ſimple inconſiderate Biſhops to come to the City, 
31dſ44759-5- upon Ppretence of Conſulting with other Biſhops about fet- 
xoy1:3 vi ling the Commotions of . the Church : And having them 
uanua 19 ONCE In his Clutches, he ſhut them up under Lock and Key, 


emfnas cm- till they were put in a ſcandalous Diſorder, and then forced * 
im 


oxciv aura them to give the Epiſcopal Miſſion, by at imaginary and 
Saves, Exſcb. wain Impoſition of Hands, as Cernelius Words iti. Bp alſo, 


1.6. c.43. When Forrimatus, One of the Froe Presbyters who joyned _w 
tne 
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the: Cypnianic Age. 


; the: Sehifmatical Felzciſ/rmins again; St; Cyprian, tained bold to 


ſo. up:. as an: Anti-Biſbop: at Carvhege; He wes Ordained by: 
Þ# Ep.59. 2.113. 


7 Five falſe Biſkqps*: And now, Sir, by this, Acooune, I 


” we have our Author's Definition, ofe-a, Biſbvp, in. St: Cypnias's. 


time, faidy. routed a ſecond time: For, 

Se EE PSS 
C ; If that: Biſkap-was mg but a recbyter 2 
The Church of Rewme: was: but One: Churgb;;. foi was the Church: 
of Ces Andyet, in: each. of thele'Ciurches, there: were 
many /ugle Presbyrers, y No giy | 
If a Biſhop, in St. Cypriar's time, was no more than a /ivgle 
Presbyser, in the Presbyterian Senſe, what needed: fo: much 
work abour him? Why, « g. convene: all the Prezbyrers of a 
Pronince,. ſuch as Affica or Numidia was, for the Elke:om and. 
Ordination of a ſingle Presbyter in Carthage, where there 'were 
Presbyters mere than enough to have performed all the: Bivi- 
neſs? What needed the Church of Rowe to make fuch work: 


about fiipplying fach a Vacancy as. was there, before Carve- 


 lizs was; Promoted? Why. a Convention: of: Sixzteev Nesgh- 
* bowing: Biſbeps to: give him Holy Orders? Might not the. 
Forey. 81x, who: lived. in Rowe, have ferved the mm? Might. 
not. theſe: Sit for, I ſay; have filled Fabianes. his Roa with: 
' far greater Eaſe: and Exprdition? U they made: ſuch works. 
 andchad ſich Difficulties, (as we find they had about a Bykep, ); 
-- in. ſetling One. frgle Brother Prebyter,, when, accarding to our 
Author's Principles, they: had:the full Power of doing it, what: 
had become of thera, if 7Thwty, nay Twemy, nay Zen of the 
 Farty- fix, had: all died in one: Year ? Sure, they had: never 
got fo. many Yacancics filled. Andithen, j- 
Were: not Cornelius and Newatienu Presbyters of: Rome, be- 
fore the farmer was the Trae, and the lateer the Falſe Biſhop: 


| of that City? If ſo, what: need of a new Elettien, and a 


| new Ordination: for: making them Preryters of a Churth, of 

which they were Precbyrers already? Had it not: been pretty 

; pleaſant, wn fuch. a grave, ſerious, perſecuted: State of the: 

- Church, tohave ſeen two eminent Men, already. Preciyzers of 

' Rowe, making fo much work about being made:Presbytens of 

| Rome? AndalltheClergy and Chriſttans of Rome, nayſaoner, 
or later, of all the Chriſtian World, engaged inthe Quarrel 2 


What had this been otherthan the very Myer of. Ridrculou/nef? 
| But this is not all. | PD </age 


The Principles \of £ 


{The Premiſſes will as little allow lim: to have been a Prey.” 2 


terian Moderator: For, to. what | 209) 0a ſo much ado about 
- the Eſtabliſhment of a meer Mozerator of. a Prezbytery ? Why, 
ſo much ſtreſs Jaid upon only ove Moderator in a City ? Why 
no Canonical Vacancy of his 'Moderatorial Chair, unleſs in the 
. caſe of Death, Ceſſion, or Forfeiture ? Sure, if they had then 
underſtood all the Exigencies and Analogies of. Parity, they | 
would not have been ſo much in love with a conftant Modera. 
for ;' no,- they would. have judged him 4igbly inconvenient, and 
by all means to be ſhunned: If he had been impoſed on the Meeting, 

it had been an Encroachment "on their Intrinſick Power; and fo, 
abſolutely unlawful, and Prelacy: And tho Choſen by themſelves, 
fatal; as having @ wiolent Tendency to Lordly Prelacy : And there- 
fore they could never have yielded to bave One with @ Good Con+ 


? pide, True ſcience '. © Again 


How often did the Presbytery of Rome meet, in the Interval 


-tion of Presb. between Fabianus his Death, and Cornelius his Promotion ? 
Gov. .Prop.15- How many excellent Epiſtles did they write to the Neigh- 
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bouring Biſhops and Churches, and theſe, about the. moſt 
weighty and important Matters during that Vacancy ? ws 4 
wrote that which is the Eighth in Number, amongſt St.Cypriav's 
Epiſtles to the Carthaginian Clergy, and, at the fame time, One 
to St: Cyprian, then in his Retirement, which is loſt, They 
wrote-that notable Epiſtle, which is the Thirtierh in Number, 
in which they not only mention cther of their Epiſtles which 
they had wrote to St. Cyprian, and which are not now extant; 
but alſo Epiſtles, one or more, which they had ſent to Sicily. 
They wrote alſo that conſiderable Epiſtle, which is in Num- 
ber the Thirty ſixth. It is not to be doubted that they wrote 
many more. How many Meetings and: Conſultations had 
they , during theſe Sixteen Months, about the Afﬀairs of the 
Church, and particularly, the Caſe of the Lap, which was 
then ſo much agitated? Is it probable, that they wanted a 
Moderater ; a Mouth of their Meeting ;' One to keep Order in 
the manner and managing of the Aifairs were brought before 
them all that time, and in-all thoſe Meetings? How could 
they, without one, handle Matters with Order and De- 
cency? And what was there to hinder them from having 
one, if they had a mind for him? Might they not have cho- 
Sen owe as ſafely as they met? Might they not have choſen 

one 


5 OS » - 's _—  —-—y 
the Cyprianic Apd. 
ane at every Meeting, according to the Principles of Parity ? 
Farther : = 
Tn need of ſo mach Parade about the Ele&ion of 2 
Maderator of a Presbjtery, as was then about the Ele&;on of 
a Biſop ? Why the People choſe him, according to the Prin. 
ciples'of thoſe, who think that St. Cyprian was for Popular 
jous ? What was the People*s Intereſt 2 How was it their 
Cancern, who was AMaderator of the Preabytery? What was 
his Influence , De jure, at leaſt, in the Government of the 
Church, more than the Influence of any other Member of 
the Presbytery? Nay, is it not confeſſed, that, as Aoderaror, 
he was »s Church-Governour at all? That he had no Furiſ- 
dition over his Brethren? That his Power was only Ordina- 
te, not Deciſive ? To be the Month of the Meeting, not to 
be their #il, or Commanding Faculty ? To keep Order in the 
Manner and Managing of what came before them, not to 
determine what was Debated amongſt them 2 Why then were 
the People fo much concern'd about him 2 What Benefits, or 
what ,could redound to them by ones being Moderator 
of the Pre«bytery, whatever he was? Beſides, as I have ſhewed 
before, as oderazor of the Precbytery, he had relation only to 
the Presbytery : At leaft, he had none direRtly, immediately, 
and formally to the People. What pretence, then, could the 
People have to Intereſt themſelves in his Elio? Nay, fay, 
(as I am apt to think it ought to be ſaid, I am fure the con- 
trary cannot be made a from St. Cyprian, ) that he was 
not choſen by the People, but only is their Preſences and the 
 Gme Argument will take place, as is obvious to any body. 
Farther yet. | 
What need of Convocating fo many from the Neighbour- 
hood for managing the Election of a Mederator, E, g. for the 
Preshytery of Rome? If a Biſhop, in St. Cyprian's time, was 
nothing but a Presbyterian Moderator, then the Biſhops convo- 
ad the ing the El:&ion of a Moderator, were Moderg- 
fors too; And D, be conlequence, Sixteen Moderators of other 
Predbyteries met at Rome to conſtitute a Moderator for the Ro- 
men Precbytery, And might not the Presbytery of Rome have 
choſen their own Moderator without the Trouble or the Inſpe- 
Ron of js mary Moderators of other Presbyteries ? Once 


more, 
D What 
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What Neceflicy, nay, what Congruity, of a new Impe/ition 
of Hands, of a new Ordination, a new Miſjion for conſtituting 
One a Moderator of a Presbjtery? And: this too, to be perfor. 
med- by: none: but Moderators of other Presbyteries ? Thus, e. g. 
it behoved Six Moderators to meet at Capſis, to Ordain a Mole. 
rator for the Presbytery of.-Cap/is :, and Sixteen at Rome, to Or- 
dain a Moderator for the Presbytery of Rome: And, after he was 
Ordained, it behoved Nevatianas to-be at ſo much pains to get 
together Three Moderators, .to Ordain himſelf an Anti-Modera. 
ror. Who-can think on: theſe Things without ſmiling 2+ But 
perhaps you may think, I have infiſted- on this Argument 
more than enough ; and therefore I ſhall leave it, and proceed 
to other Conſiderations. 'To go on, then. £24 

A Biſhop, in St. Cypriar's time, thus Ele&ed,' Ordained; 
and Poſſeſſed of his Chair, did bear a double Relation 5..One to 
the particular Church over which he was ſet, and another to the 
Church. Catholick , an integrant part whereof, the particular 
Church, was, of which he was Biſhop. The conſideration 
of each of theſe Relations will furniſh us with freſh Arguments 
againſt our Author's Hypotheſis, . I ſhall begin with the Relation 
he bore to his own particular Church. And, 


FIRST: The firſt Thing Tobſerve about him, in that re: 
ard, ſhall be, That he was the Principle of Unity to- Her. 
Wholberer adhered zo him, and lived i: his Communion, was 


'in the Church a Catholick Chriſtian, Whoſoever ſeparated 


from him, was out of. the Church, .and a- Schiſmmatick. . He 
was the Head of all the Chriſtians living within his'DiFrit ; - 
and they were One Body, One Society, One Church, by depend- 
ing upon him , by being ſubje&t'to him, by keeping to his 
Communion. He. was the. Sun, and they were the Beams x 
he was the Root, and- they were: the Branches ; he- was the 
Fountain, and they were the Streams; As St. Cyprian explains 
the Matter *. This is a Point of great Conſequence, eſpe. 
cially conſidering that it is the Foundation of. the Apologitt's 
Argument, our Author's Anſwer to which Iam examining : 
and therefore, give me leave to handle. it fomewhat fully, 
And I proceed by.theſe Steps. | 
1. There was nothing St. Cyprian-and the Catholick Biſhops, 
his Contemporaries, valued more, reckoned of higher Impor- 
| tance, 
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the Cyprianic Ape. rg 
tance, or laid greater Streſs upon, than the Unity of 'the 
Church : And there was »o Sin they repreſented at more 
Heinous, or more Criminal, than the Sz of Schi/m. 

In their reckoning, Unity was the great Badge of Chriſtia- 
»ity; God heard the Prayers that were put up in Unity®, but » tae. Bucl, 
not thoſe that were performed in Schi/m. Chriſtian Peace, p. 112. 
Brotherly Concord, and the Unity of People in the true 
Faith and Worſhip of God, was accounted of greater value 
by them, than all other imaginable Sacrifices*® Nothing ._ _.... 
afforded greater Pleaſure to the _ 3 in Heaven, than Har- p,, ,,4;,, .j 
mony amongſt Chriſtians on Earth*. Tt were eaſie to col. pax njtrs, & 
le& a thouſand ſuch Teſtimonies concerning the Excellency #aterns con- 
of Unity. But as for Schiſm, and Schiſmaticks, how may it ©9749, & de 
make Men's Hearts to tremble, when they hear what bard 77 TURES 
Names, and what horrid Notions , theſe Primitive Worthies $,,4; 1.6; 
gave them, and had of them 2 Schiſm, to them, was the aduna:s. 
Devil's Device for ſubverting the Faith, corrupting the Truth, Cyp. de Orar. 
and cutting Unity *. Chriſt inflituted the Church, and the De. Pm 2-149. 
vil Hereſie*, or Schiſm 5; for both, then, went commonly * Firmil. xp. 
under one Name. Schiſm was reckoned a greater Crime "r Cypriani 
than 1dolatry it ſelf: And St.Cyprian proves it by ſeveral Argu. ' 75: 2-217- 
ments *, Firmilian affirms it alſo.". So doth Dionyſius of * ©?- Un. 
Alexandria, in his notable Epiſtle to Novatianus. He tells © 7-195- 
him, He ought to have ſuffered the greateſt Miſeries, rather than * Conc Carth. 
divide the Church of God : That Martyrdom, for the Preſervation Suff. 60. 
of Unity , was as Glorious , as Martyrdom for not Sacrificing to * Un. Eel. 
Idols: Nay, more, Becauſe he who Suffers rather than he will Sa. ?: 7: 
erifice, Suffers only for ſaving hs own Soul; But he that Suffers ® Firmil. Ep. 
for Unity, Suffers for the while Church *, Schiſmaticks had not '"** Cypr. 75. 
the Spirit *3 Were forſaken of the Spirit '; Held not the Faith =, *27: 
Had neither Father, Son, nor Holy-Gh:ſt ®, They were Rent. , Eufcb. H. E. 
gadoes*; Apoſtates* ; Malignants *; Parricides *; Anti-Chriſts *; "$626 
Faiſe Cri *- Chriſff's Enemies *; Blaſphemers "; The Devil's R « Ep.69. 
Prieſts"; Retainers to Corah* ;, Retainers to Fudas) ; Villainows 


| Tbid. Ep. 59. 
8. 


and Perfidions *;, Aliens, Profane, Enemies *; Were without Hope »;, 3,23 


m Un. Eccl.p. 108,109. © Conc. Carth. Suff.10. ® Cyp. Ep. 51.p:95. PEp.55.9.103., 
4 Jbid. p. 105. * Ep.57. p.117. * Conc, Carth Suff. 1, 11, 64, 87. Ep. 69. p. 180. 
t Conc. Carth. Suff. 5. ® 1b. Suff. 7, & 21. V Suff. 1, 3t- --Y* Suff.1. * Un. Ecc/. 
Þ.116. Y Cyp. de Orat. Dom, p.150. * Un. Eccl. p. 116. 2 Ibid. p. 109, Þ Cyp. 
Ep. 6g. p. 182, | 


D2 | Had 


20 The Principles of - 
| Had" no Ripht td the Promiſes ©, Could not be faves®; Ware 
: - ts Infidel: © "Re e than {+ xm/ol Fo a s: Were 1m 
n'T more Chriſtians than the Devil" ; Could not belong to Chriſt ' x 
* Ops EP4* Cogld not go to Heaven 5 The botteff part of Hell their Por. 
n”: tion | ; Their Society, the Synagogue of Satan *;, Their Convent. 
> 9 _ cles, Nens of Thieves"; They were Deſtroyers Z Soult® ; Theis 
= ji Preaching was poyſonoms * ; Their Bapri/m peſt iferous *, and pro, 
"Saf. 37- fane* ; Their Sacrifices abominable*, They could not be Martyrs * ;- 
E Ep 59- £149. Their Company was to be &voided" : Wheofo befriended them, were 
h Tn. Eecl. Perſecutors of the Truth ";, Were Betragers of Chriſt's Spouſe to 
P. 114. Cov. Adulterers"*; Were Betrayers of Unity *; Were involved in the 
TE Suf-24- [are Guilt with them). In ſhort, Schiſmaticks, by being ſuch, 
b ol Li OY Ipſo fato, Perſecutors + the Church *, Enemies of Mercy *, 
Tx Ectle > | Tufatuated Salt *, and Curſed of Gods, 
k Thid, | Ep. G9. p. 182. © Cox. Carth. Suff. Go, ® Ep. 73.p. 207. ®Ep.72.p.197. 
P Un. Eccl. p. 114. Con. Carth. Suff. 29. Ep.43. p.$3- Un. Ec. p.1nt2. = Ep.6g. 
2. 180, * Un. Ecidl. p.113. * P. 114, 117. in Ep. paſſim. " Un. Eel, p.115. Ep. 59. 
Pp. 140. " Con. Carth. Suff. 38. " Jbid. Suff. 49,58, 61 * Ep. 73. p.203. . ) Ep.69. 
p- 184. * Ep.43.p.82,85, * Ep, Go. p.142. , Con. Carth. Suff. 7. © Ibid. Suff:L 


Such, I ſay, were the Notions the ——_—_ in thoſe 
early 'Times of the Church, had of Schifmaticks ; and fuch 
were the Names they gave them. And certainly whoſo ſe. 
riouſly conſiders how much Scbiſ»s is condemned in Holy 
Writ ; what an Enemy it 15 to the Peace, the Power, and the 
Propagation of Chriſtianity; and how much it ſtands in oppo- 
fition to the Holy, Humble, Peaceable, Patient, Meek, and 
Charitable Spirit of the Goſpel: Whoſo conſiders, that our 
Blefſed Saviour's great Errand into the World, was to Unite 
all his Diſciples -here into one Body, and one Communion, that 
they gnight Eternally be Bleſſed in the full Enjoyment of one 
Communicn with the Father, Son, and Holy-Ghoſt, in Heaven 
hereafter: Whoſo, I ſay, conſiders theſe Things, cannot but 
confeſs, that Schiſm and Schiſmaticks deſerve all theſe bard 
Names, and anſwer all theſe terrible Notions, Now, 

2. That, for the Preſervation of Unity, and the Preven- 
ting of Schiſm, in every particular Church, all were bound 
by the Principles of St. Cyprian's Age to live in the Biſhops 
Communicn;z and to own and look upon him as the Principle of 
Unity 'to that Church of which he was Head and Ruler, 
might be made appear from a yaſt Train of COIs. 
| ut 


L. tbe Cypreanic Age. - 
Z But ſhalt content myſelf with a few. Thus,-for Example, -. 
7 when ſome of the Lapſed preſumed to write to St. Cyprien, . 
and deſign themſelves, without a Biſhop, by the Name of a 
Church; How did the Holy Man reſent it 2 Conſider how 
he begins his Anſwer © them. Our Lord, ( fays he ) hoſe 
Precepts we ought to Honour and Obey, buſdituting the Honour of a 
Biſhop, and the Comtexture of a Church, ſaith thus to Peter in the 
- I fay unto thee, thou art Peter, and upon this Rect 
will I build my Church, and the Gates*of Hell ſhall not 
revail againſt it: And I will give unto thee the Keys of the 
Kingdom of Heaven, &c. From thence by the Viciſitudes of 
Times and Sncceſſiuns, the Ordination of Biſhops, and the Frame f 
the Church, are tranſmitted ſo, as that the Church uw built upon the 
Biſhops, and all ber Afﬀairs are ordered by them as the chief Ru- 
bers : And therefore, ſeeing this is God's appoimtment,, I cannot bus 
edmire the bold Temerity of ſome, who, writing to me, call them. 
ſebves a Church ;, hen a Church # only to be found in the Biſhop, 
the Clergy, and the faithfud Chriſtians. God forbid, that a number 
Lapſed fbould be called a Church, &c, Conſider how he 
Reaſons. By Divine Inſtiturion, there cannot be a Church 
without a Biſhop: The Church is founded on the Biſhop : 
The Biſhop, as Chief Ruler, orders all the Aﬀairs of ghe 
Church: Therefore, thoſe Lapſed ought not to have called - 
themſelves a Church, ſeeing they had no Biſhop, no Prin- 
Ciple of Unity *. We have another notable Reaſoning, as 4 poawiny 
well as Teſtimony of his , in his 43d Epiſtle , written to mfter , cujus 
his People of Carthage upon the breaking aut of Felieiſ/imus precepte mee 
his Schi/m. God i One, (lays he) and Chriſt is One, and the *47e & obſer- 
Church xs One, and the Chair # One, be our Lord's own Voice, DR dcbemnze, 
5 pi ſcopi hone 
Founded on St. Peter. Another Altar cannot be reared, another ,,; + Eccleſia 
Prieſthood .canuos be erected, hefides rhe One Altar, and the One ſue Rationem 
Prieſthood, Whoſo gathereth elſewhere , ſcattereth. Whatever diſpmens in 
Human Fury inſtitutes, againſt Gods Appointment, is Adulte- —_— Hm 
Petro; Ego dico tibi, quia tu es Perrw, & ſuper iftam Petram adificabo Heckefigns 
meam,& portz inferorum non vincent eam ; Er tibi dabo claves regni Czlorum,@c.--- 
Inde per temporum & ſucceſſionum vices, Epiſcoporum Ordinatio, & Eccleſia ratio decurrit, ut 
Eccleſia ſuper Epiſcopes conſtituatur : Et omncs attus Eccleſia pr eofulem prepoſivos Gubernetus. 
Cum hoc itaque Divina lege fund mentum ſit, miror quoſaam audaci remeritate ſic mihi ſeribere 
þ-ws 4 a Spies 1 —_— Pe : m_— Neck = Ep: ſcopo &-.Clero, &*-in own: bus: 
antibus ſit cont.tuta : it enim, ne Domin; miſ:ricordia te 11 invidi, . 
tur, us Eccleſia efſe dicatur Lapforums numerus. Ep. 33. p. 66.” OO” CCC 
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roms, is Impioms, is Sacrilegious. And a little after : O Brethren! 


Let no Man make you wander from the Ways of the Lord: O % 
Chriſtians! Let no Man rend you from the Goſpel of Chriſt : Let © 
#0 Man tear the Sons of the Church from the Church: Let them © 


periſh alone, who will needs periſh: Let them abide alone ont of the 

_ _ have departed from = pang : Let them, alone, 

* Deus unus of2 7107 be with the Biſhops, who have Rebelled againſt the Biſhops *, &c. 

& ne F ' And, as I obſerved before, in his _ to Florentinus Pupia- 
»wus, &- una 15, he defines a Church to be @ People united to their Prieſt, and 
Tf » © a@ Flock adhering to their Paſtor, &c. and from thence tells Pu- 
fon Pa 7* pianur, That he ought to conſider, that the Biſhvp is in the 

Domini voce Church, and the Church in the Biſhop: So that if any are not 

fundata. Aliud with the Biſhop, they are not in the Churchf, And how con- 
 Hltare conſti= Cernedly doth he Reaſon the Caſe in his Book of the Unity "4 
741 , aur Sa- the Church? Can he ſeem to himſelf, ſays he, to be with Chriſt, 

me '' who u againſt Chrift®s Prieſts ? Who ſeparates mg 4 from the 

a — _ Society of Chriſt*s Clergy and People? That Man bears Arms 

re, &* umm againſt the Church: He fights againſt God's Ordinance : He ws an 

Sacerdotium, Enemy of the Altar : A Rebel againſt Chriſt's Sacrifice. He « 


non poreſt, : n , 5 gs 
Qui mg tb; Perfidious, and not Faithful ; Sacrilegious, and not _— He 
| 7 yrs nb who can contemn God's Biſhops, and forſake bus Prieſts, and dares to 
eft, impium eſt, ſt? up another Altar, and offer up unlawful Prayers*, &c, In- 
ſacrilegumeſt, deed, in that ſame Book he calls the Biſhop, The Glue that ce. 


quodeunque hu- yzents Chriſtians into the ſolid Unity of rhe Church "®, And hence 
2mano furore "0% 

inflituitur, ut wy 
aiſpoſitio Divina violetur— Newo wor, fratres, errare a Domini wit faciat : Nemo wos 


Chriſtianos ab Evangelio Chriſti rapiat : Nemo filios Eccleſia de Eccl:ſia tollat : Pereant fibi 


ſoli, qui perire woluerunt. Extra Eccleſiam ſoli remaneant, qui ae Eccleſia rec:ſſerunt. Soli 
cum Epiſcopis non ſint, qui contra Epiſcopos Rebellarunt. Ep. 43. þ. 83, 84. 

f Vide ſupra, pag. 8. ", 

E An efſe ſibi cum Chrifo videtur, qui adverſus Sacerdoves Chrifli facit ? Qui ſe @ Cleri ejus 
& plebis Societate ſecernit ? Arma ille contra Eccleſiam portat. Contra Dei diſpoſitimem pugs 
nat. Hoſtis Altaris ; adverſus Sacrificium Chrifti Rebellis ; pro Fige, Perfidus ; pro Religione, 
Sacrilegus ; inobſequens ſeruus ; Filius impius ; Frater inimicus ; contemptys Epiſcopis & Dei 
Sacerdotjbus dereliftis. Conſflituere audet aliud Altare, precem alteram, illicitis vocibus fa- 
eere, &c. De Unit. Eccl. p. 116. 

b Deus unus eſt, & Chriftus unus, & una Eccleſia cjus, & Fldes nna, & Plebs in ſolidam 
Corporis unitatem, Concordie gluiino copulata, Ibid. p. 19. 


3. That St. Cyprian, every where, makes the Contempt of 
the Ore Biſhyp, or Undutiſulnefs to him, the Origine of _ 
an 
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& an Undutiful Servant , an Impious Son , . an Hoſtile Brother, 
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E- the Cyprianic Age." * 
= and Hereſfies. Thus, Epift. 3. he makes this Obſervation upo 


Z the Undutifulneſs of a certain Deacon to Rogatianus, his. 


4 wa ve 


= Bi » That /uch are the firſt Efforts of  Hereticks, and the 
RL: ry 1 fk = Preſumptions x ill-adviſed Schiſmaticks : They . 
F- folow their own Fancies, and, in the Pride of their Hearts, con- 
* Temm their Superiours. So Men ſeparate from the Church : So they 
: Ereft profane Altars without the Church : So they Rebel againſt 
* Chriſtian Peace,and Divine Order and Unity*. And, Ep. 59. he; ,,. frat non 
' tells Cornelius, That Hereſfies and Schiſms ſpring from thus only ;1i1iq Heretia 
Fountain, That God's Prieſt (the Biſhop ) not obeyed 5 And corum, © Ore + 
* Men don't conſider, that, at the ſame time, there ought to be only tus atque Co- 
2? Ore Biſhop, only One Fudge, as Chriſi”s Vicar, in a Church *, —— | 
> And Ep.66. to Florentins Pupianis , That from hence Hereſies oacicons Farm 

: and Schiſms have hitherto ſprung, and do daily ſpring ; That the u; fibi places | 
” Biſhop, who i One, and « ſet over .the Church, u contemned by ant, & Pre- 
| the proud Preſumption of ſome: And he that is honoured of God, poſitum ſuperbo 
 & diſhonoured by Men'. And a little after, he tells him, (allu- y_ Ms 
: ding clearly to the Monarchical Power of Biſhops) That ,, Eccleſia re= 
' Bees have a King ;, and Beaſts have a Captain; and Robbers, cedirur; fe 

' With all humility, obey their Commander : And from thence he Altare profa- 
concludes, how unreaſonable it muſt be for Chriſt ians not to pay ſuitable 9m , fort, 
Regards to their Biſhops”. And in another place,Then is the Bond of m—_ —_— fe | 
our Lord®s Peace broken; then w Brotherly Charity wiolated ; then is Chriſti. tha | 
the Truth adulterated,and Unity divided; then Men leap out into He- Crdinotianat « 
”= and Schiſms: * When? When the Prieſts are controlled 5 when atque Unita- 
the Jihs are envied ; when one grudges that himſelf was not rather *©7 Dei Rebels 


preferred; or diſdains to bear with a. Superiour ”. Indeed, — « Ep.3. + 


K Neque enim aliunde Hereſes oborte ſunt, aut nata ſunt Schiſmata quam inde, quod Sacers - 
Aoti Dei non obtemperatur : Nec unus in Eccleſia , ad tcmpus Sacerdos , & ad tempus Judex, 
wice Chriſti cogitatur. Ep 59. p. 129. | 

| Inde enim Schiſmata & Hercſcs Oborte ſunt & Oriuntur, dum Epiſcopus qui unus eſt, & 
Ectleſie preeft, ſuperba quorundam Preſumptione contemnitur ; & homo Dignitate Dei hor a« 
tus, indignus ab hominibus judicatur. Ep. 66. þp. 167. ' 

m Apes habent Regem, © ducem Pecudes, & fidem ſervant Latrones ; Mancipi obſequio. 
pleno humulitatis obremperant. Quanto ſimplicicres & meliores wobis ſunt brute pecudes, &r 
muta animalia, & crumnti licet ac furentes inter Glades, arque inter arma pradones ? Pre. 
poſitus illic agneſcitur & timetur, quem nan Sententia Divina conſtituir, ſed in quem fattio per= - 
 dita, & necens Caterva comſentit. Ibid. 

: *® Hine Dominice-pacis vincalum rumpitur; hinc Charitatis fraterna violatur ; hinc adultes« - 
| ratur weritas ; unitas ſcinditur ; ad Hereſes & Schiſmata Proſilitur * Dum obtrefatur Saccre - 
dotibus ; dum Epiſcopis imvidetur ; cum quis aut quaritur non ſs p0rius Ordinatum,aut dcdigna» 

tur alteram ferrs prapoſitum. De Zelo & Livore, p. 223. | 


4- By 


' & illicitum 
 Prepeſin: fui nicating with Novatianws, had rendred his own Communion 
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\4- By the Principles of thoſe Times, ti Biſhop was fo - 
Unity to the Church which he Gover: 


much the Principle of 
ned; the -whole Society had ſuch a Dependance on him, 
was fo Virmualy in him, and repreſented by him ; thac what 
he did, as Biſhop, was reputed the Deed of the whole Church 


which he Ruled. If he was Oxthodox and Catholick, fo 


was the Body united to him reckoned to be. If Heretical 
or Schiſmatical, it went under the ſame Denomination. If 
he denied the Faith, whoſo adhered to him, after that, were 
reputed to have denied it. If he confeſſed the Faith, the 
whole Church was reckoned to have confeſſed it in him Thus, 
We find, when artialis and Baſllad s, two Spaniſh Biſhops, 
committed Idolatry, and fo forfeited their Biſhopricks, and 
yet ſome of their People inclined to continue in their Com- 
munion ; St. Cypriay, with other 36 Biſhops, tells thoſe Peo- 
ple, That it behoved them not to flatter themſelves, by 
thinking, that they could cortimue to Communicate with Polluged 
Biſhops , and withal , themſelves continue Pure and Unpollnted : 
For all that communicated with them, would be Partakers of their 
Guilt : And therefore, ( as they go on,) a People obeying and 
fearing God ought to ſeparate from Criminal Biſhops, and be careful 
6 tee 64 plebs ff mix with them on their Sacrilegions Sacrifices*® And again, 
* a4 wo - that fame w4m—oebh pr = ſay, bay it way a negle. 
aol Sms £6 Divine Diſcipline, and an Unaccuuntable Raſhneſs to Corr. 
rag Cont agio +. with Mariali and Baſilides: For 2boſoever foyne 4 


deliftt poſit, ith them in their Unlawful Communions, were Pollued by the 


Cum Sateravie Contagion of their Guilt : And whoſorver were Partakers with 
| Fexearere _ them in the Crime would not be ſeparated from them jn the Puniſh. _ 
ment ®, Indeed,this is the greac Purpoſe of that 67th Epiſtle 5 *. 


HUNTS, 


ad imju 
5 as alſo of the 68th concerning Marcianws, who, by Commu. 


| RES yd Infetious and Abominable 3. 
' commodaxs ; per Ofce Prophet am (Hof. 9. 4.) commenetus & dicat Cenfurs Divine — 


Decens Sril. & Oftendens , ones ommino ad peccatum conflring!, qui fuerint proſani & injuſti 
Smeerdotis Sacrifice ront aminati——— Propter quod plebs obſequens praceptis Doninicte & Dewm 


mermens # peecatore prepeſite fepmrare ſe veber, nec ſe nd! Surrilegi Sacerdatis ſacrificis miſeere. 


Ep. 67. Pp. 171. 4 ; ; FR ; 

* Þ Quare —_—— fe Collegis moflriz——— Der ficam Diſciplinam wegligendam putant, & cum 
Baſlide & Martiate vermere communicant —— Tamen, qui malis & peceatoribus —— Wirita 
ww/frentror , nocernvary ”——— & dun junguner in culps, fic nec inpane 
4 Fyp. 68. 


Communrone 18: | 
ſeparam ur Ibid. þ- 175: 


On 3 
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the Cyprianic Age. 25 
On-the: other hand, when Cornel;us Piihop of Ropne 19+ 

fefſed the Faith. before the Heathen Perſecutors, St. Cyprian 

ſays, The whote Roman Church confeſſed", And when Cyprian r p;rew it's 
himſelf, having contelled , received the Sentence of Death ; #p:iſcop! prece- 


hoing, then at Utica, he wrote to his Presbyters, Deacons, 4-5, >u2lic- 
and 


eople, at. Carthage, telling them how earnelt he was to per nat]; 
Suffer at Carthage ; Becauſe, as he Reaſons, it was moſt Con. — 4% 
gruons and Becoming, That. a Biſhop ſhould confeſs Chriſt, in that y;raris Ofterſs 
City, in which he Ruled Chrift"s Church; That, by Config 5% of ; dew apud 
their Preſence, they might be all Enmolled : For whatever, - Ton V0S, WIS ane 
he, in the moment of- Confeſſion, t he Confeſſing Biſhop ſpeaks, GOD m - _ 
aſſiſting him, he ſpeaks with te MOUTH OF ALL. ;, 2: cls 
And he goes on, telling them, How the Honour of their Gio=-mana Conte. 
riows Church of Carthage ſhould be mutilated, (as he words it.) fa eſt. zp.61. 
if he ſhould Suffer at Utica ; eſpecially, conſidering how earneſt 0: "4" 
and frequent he had been in bus Frog and Wiſhes, That he might, 
both fr HIMSELF a4 THEM, Confeſs in their 
Preſepce at Carthage * And upon the ſame Principle it was, 
that he fo frequently call'd his People, Hi Bowels, His Body, * © gud com 
The Members of his Body: And that he affirm'd, That their _ gh, kj ho. 
Grief's were his Griefs ; Their Waunds, bis Wounds ; Their Diſtreſs wyitare in qua 
ſes, his Diſtreſſes *, &c. Upon the ſame Principle it was Zcil:fie Dimi. 
alſo, that Pontius his Deacon, having accounted how our precſt, 
Holy Martyr was executed, in preſence -of the People, falls es. ae 
out into this Rapture: O bleſſed People of the Church of Car- pj.gcm mn. 
thage, that Suffered together with ſuch a Biſhop, with their Eyes virſm, pre. 
as Senſes, and, which 1s more, with open Voice, and was Crowned poſiti praſ ntis 
with him! For thi all could not Suffer in real Effef, according to Conf-ſiune cla- 
their commen Wiſhes, wor really be Partakers of that Glory ; yet who- ” ficari. Qu ds 


ſoever were ſincerely willing to Suffer, in the ſight of Coriſf: who ſub Ti Conf { 
was looking on, and in the Hearing of their Bil , Aid, in a man- fimis momento, 
ner, ſend an Embaſſy to Heaven, by One who- was a competent oo Epi- 
, , ol 2 coprs lequitur, 
Wine f their HW iſnes aſpirante D o, 
ORE OMNINM Hlquitur , ceterum mutabilitur Honor Eccleſie moftre tam Glor:oſie, (i 
ego Eprſcopus alterius Eccleſie prepoſitus, acceptd, apud Uticam, ſuper - confeſſions, ſutontis, 
exinde Martyr ad Dominum proficiſcar ; quaridoquidem Ego & pro ME & pro VOBIS apud 
VOS confiteri, & ibi pati, & exinde ad Dominum proficiſci , Orationibus continais Depr'e= 
cer, Orc. Ep. 81. p. 238, 239. 
© Yide Ep. 17. p. 39. & DeLapfis, p. 122, 123. fuſe. 
,  O beatum Ectleſie populum, qui Epiſcopo ſuo tali, & Ocults pariter & ſenſbus, & quod 
awpliu eft, publicata wore compaſſu 'eſt, & ſicut 4p traftante ſcmniper audierat, Dro jud ce 
Carle 


. 
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Coronatus oft. Quamvis enim non potuerit evenire, quod opt abant vota communia, ut conſortia 
paces Gloriz ſemul P.bs tota pateretur ; quicunque ſub Chriſti [þcfFantss Oculis, & ſub auribrus 
Sacordotis ex animo-pa:i v0/uit, prr idoneum wvoti ſui teſtem, Leggtionis quudam modo literas ad 
Deum miſit, Pontius in vita Cyp. p. 10. 


5. Neither was this of the Biſhops being the Principle of 
Unity to the Church which he govern'd a Novel Notion, 
newly Minted in the Cyprianic Age: For, beſides that Epiſco- 
pacy was generally believed, then, to be of Divine Inſtiration ; 
beſides, that St. Cyprian ſtill Argues upon the Suppyition- of a 
Divine Inftitution, . as particularly, in the ſame very Cafe of 
the Biſhops being the Principle of Unity, as may be ſoon in his 
Reaſoning againſt the LZapſed, which I have already cited 
trom Ep. 33. and might be more fully made appear, if it 
were needful. Beſides theſe Things, I fay, we have the 
fame thing frequently inſifted on by the Holy Iznatizs, who 
was Contemporary with the Apoſtles, in his Genuine Epiſtles. 
Thus, for Inſtance; ia his Epiſtle to the Church of Smyrng, 
he tells them, That hat is only a firm and ſolid Communion which 
is under the Biſhp, or allowed by him; and, That the Multitude 
ought (tit, to be with the Biſhop". Plainly importing this much 
Cala nya - At leaſt, That. there can be no True Chriſtian Communion, 
ge iyd, unleſs it be in the Unity of the Church ; and there can'be 
* +... NO Communion in the Unity of the Church, in oppoſition 
- to-the Biſhop. And, in his Epiſtle to the Philadelphians, Theſe 


Een G- 


T2 F195 " who belong to God, and eſis Chriſt, are with the Biſhops 5 and 
bebobbo. theſe are God?s that they may live by Feſus Chriſt, who, p8 Frm 


"Or dv 02p5 19eir Sins, come into the Unity of the Church". And again, in 


5 WR that ſame Epiſtle, God dorh not -dwell where there is Diviſion and 


>.> n+. Wrath: God only Pardons thoſe, who Repenting , jon in the 
16-70. Ae | 
+: $2%way Unity of God, and in Society with the Biſhops *: " And he has 


3©&- Z-w. : , A 
Zait. ea? alſo that ſame very Notion, of the Biſhops. .-being ſo 
1680. p.6, much the Principle of Unity, that, as it were, the whole 


01 16 Church is repreſented in him. Thus he* tells the -Ephe- 
Dead P (fans, that he received their whole Body, "in their Biſhop Oneſi» 
y Inog Xerss , vu wire T4 6howne tiny, Kat "Oo dy weruvonrczvTe; iafw- 
n) 63 TW vmm + axandas vn Os Homu, ive Gov x7 Inotr* Xeroy 
Corrs, P40. | _- | 

**Ou 5 werouos biv % ipyny Ords s xgTux'; mol ov Wimpaaly agie 6 
KuC tay realy) Hs Worrh O88. 1 .evrvid aa T4 EmaueTy. fe digs 


MUs. 


the Cyprianic Age: 

mus y. . And in his Epiſtle to the Trallians, he tells them, that 
in Polybias their Biſhop, who came to him at Stayrna, he beheld 
their whole Socict y *. | 
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6. Indeed, this Principle, of the Biſhop's being the Center 
of Unity to his Church, was moſt reaſonable and accoun- 


2 tablein it ſelf Every particular Church is an Organiz?d Poli- 


tical Body; and there can be no Unity in an Orgazical Body, 
whether Natural or Political, without a Principle of Unity, on 
which all the Members muſt hang, and from which, being 
ſeparated, they muſt ceaſe to be Members : And who fo fic 
for being this Principle of Unity to a Church, as he who was 
Paſtor, Ruler , Governour, Captain, Head, Fudge, Chriffs Vi. 
car, &*c, in relation to that Church 2 This was the True 


= Foundation of that other Maxim which I inſiſted on before, 


Viz. That there could be but Ore Biſhop, at once, in a Church? 


- Why ſo? Why? Becauſe it was Monſtrous for One Boy to 
: have Two Heads, for One Society to have Two Principles of 


Unity. : 
if what T have faid does not fatisfie you, (tho, in all con- 
ſcience, it ought, it being ſcarcely poflible to prove any thing 


of this Nature more demonſtratively,) then be pleaſed 


| only to conſider the wigs + 4 Connexion that is betwixt 
; this. Principle, and that whic 


I am next to prove; and 
that is, 


SECONDLY, That by the Principles of thoſe 
Times, a Biſhop, Canonically Promoted, was Spreme in his 


£2 Church; immediately ſubject to Feſus Chriſt ; independent on 


: any, unaccountable to any Earthly Eccleſlaſtical Supericzr. 
: There was no Univerſal Biſhop, then, under Fe/as Chri/t, 


: who might be the Supreme viſible Head of the Carbolick wiſile 
= Church. There was, indeed, an Univerſal Biſhoprick'; but it 


| was not holden by any One ſirgle Perſon. There was an Unzs 


Epiſcopatus ; One Epiſcopacy, One Epiſcopal Office, One Biſhoprick ; 


| but it was divided into many Parts ; and every Biſhop had his 
L SG 


2 ſhare 
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of it -«ſſigned him, #0 Rule and Govern with the Plenitude 


Fe 

« Fpiſcopatus the A Fad Auhority*. There Wa One Church all the Wov 4 
unus eft, cxjus OVer, divided into many Members ; and there W4s One Epiſcopacy 
a ſinguln in d.ffuſed in proportion to that One Church, by the Harmonious Nume- 
on; ws Laff refit. of many Biſhops *. Or, if you would have it in other 
ws ba ect P. words, the Ore Catholick Church Was divided into many Pre- 
p os — — Cintls, Diffritts, or Dioceſſes call them as you will: Each of 
bur aw ft thoſe Difrift» had 1ts ſingular Biſhop ; and that Biſhop, within 

a Chriſto uns that Diſtrift, had the Supreme Power. He was ſubordinate to 

Xecleſia, per none but the Great Bithop of Souls, Jeſus Chriſt , the only 

_—_ | vg Univerſal Biſhop of the Univerſal Church. - He was indepen- 

WE ”- dent on, and food collateral with Al other Biſhops. There's 

wm, Epiſce, ROthing more fully, or more plainly, Or more frequently in- 

paws wnus Epi fiſted on by St- Cppriony than this. Great Principle. 

ſroparnm mul- only give you @ ort view of it Icom him and his Contein- 

torum Concordi ggraries. And, | 
EY &c. 1. He lays the Foundation of it in the Parity which our 
Ep. *5.p.112, Lord : \\[Fituted amongſt his Apoſtles. Chriſt, ſays he, gave 
Equal Power. 10 all bis Apoſtles when he ſaid, As my Father hath 

© Be quanwois Jet me even ſo T ſend yu, Receive ye the Holy-Ghoſs ©, &C. 
Apeftolis omni- And again, The reſt of the Apoſtles were the ſame that Sr. Retes 
vus PAREM was, endued with av Equality 0 Power and Honour a, Now 
PUT . my i= Se. Cyprian, ON all occaſions , makes Biſhops Succeſſors to the 
T3 — Apoſtles, as perchance may prove fully. hereafter. Thus, T 
=: >. fa he Equality of Biſhops, and, by. conſequence, 


Eccl. p. 107. TAY» he founds t / | 
ehfoas EY Biſhop's Supremacy within h1s OWN Dioces, And agree- 
tique cateri ably, be Reaſons molt frequently. 1 ſhall only give you a 


Apoſtali quod teW Inſtances. 
fuit Petrus; 2. Then, 1 thatexcellent Epiltle to Autonianus, diſcourſing. 
-- Lo CONCening the Caſe of the Logon, and ſhewing how, upon 
vrediti &f hu former. Occallons » different Bilnops - had taken difterent 
woris & pote- Meaſures about reſtoring Pemitents tO the Peace of the. 
fatis, Ibid: Church, le concludes with this General Rule » That every 
Bil:p, fo long as he maintains the Bond of Concord, and preſerves 
Eathbclick Unit), has Power to order the Aﬀairs of his own Church, 
v= as be fall be uccountable to God®: Plainly importing} that no 
ndie wincule, Biſhop can give Laws tO another, or call him to an Account 
oc E _—_— for his Management. To the ſame purpoſe 1 the concluſion 
cleſie imndivviduo Sacramen's, aftum [uum ali ſponit & dirigit unuſquiſque Epiſcop, rats 
prepoſiti ſui Domino reddirurus. Ep: 55. þ. 110: | 
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the Cyprianic Age. 
of his Epiſtle to'Fubaianus, about the Bapriſm of Hereticks and 
Schiſmaticks. Theſe Things, moſt dear Brother, ſays he, 1 have 

written to youty as I was able, neither preſcribing to, nor impoſing 

on any Man, ſeeing every Biſhop hath full Power to do as he judges 

moſt fitting *, &c. The fame way he concludes his Epittle to * 1, ;;4; 5-4. 
Magnus, concerning that ſame Caſe of Bapriſm performed by wirer, pro no. 
Hereticks*. To the ſame purpoſe is the whole Strain of his fr Mediocri- 
Epiſtle to Florentius Pupianus®, And what can be more clear, *9**, 7e/crip/i- 
or full, than his excellent Diſcourſe at the opening of the Coun. 77,7. "te 
cil of Carthage, Anno 256? More than Eighty Biſhops met, ,,;; »-eſ6ri. 
to determine concerning that ſame matter of Baptiſm admi- beter aur pre. 
niſtred by Hereticks or Schiſmaticks. ' St, Cyprian was Preſes, judicantes 5uo 
and having briefly repreſented to them the Occaſion of their 7% - 
Meoatog, by ſpoke to them thus : It remains now, that each of pn Ie 
us ſpeak his Senſe freely, judging no Man, refuſing our Communion pu; a;, fees 
ro n0 Man, tho he ſhould iſſent from us : For none of | us conſti> habens arbirrii 
zutes himſelf Biſhop of Biſhops, nor forces his Collegues upon a ne. ſui liberam 
ceſſity of Obeying 7 a Tyrannical Terror ; ſeeing every Biſhop js Fro em 
mntirely Maſter f is own Reſolutions, and can no more be judged *' 7 #99 
by others, than he can juage others : But we all expett the Fudg- 5 Ep.6g. þ.188, 
ment of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, who alone hath Power of making * £#- 66. 

us Governours of his Church, and calling us to an Account for our | Supereſt ut 
Adminiſtrations *, F epi” de hac ipſa re, 
finguli, quid 
ſentiamus, proferamus ; neminem judicantes, aut a jure Communionis aliquem,. fi diverſum 
fenſerit, amcvcntes. Neque enim quiſquam noftrum Epiſcopum ſe Epiſcoporum conſtirurr, 
aut tyramico terrore ad obſequendi neceſſitatem Colleg as ſuos adigit ; quando habeat omnis Epiſco- 
P#s, prolicentia libertatis S poteftatis ſue, arbitrium proprtum ; tamque ab alio judicari nes 
poſſit, quam nec ipſe poterit judicare : Sed expefemus univerſs judicium Domini noſtri Jeſu Chri- 
fti, qui unus & ſolus habet poteſtatem & preponeudi nos in Eccleſia ſua Gubernatione & de ati« 
woſtro judicandi. Opp: Cyp. Tom. 1. p. 229. 


3. Neither did the Principle hold only in reſpe& of this or 
the other Biſhop; but all without Exception, even the Biſhop 
of Rome, ſtood upon a Level: And for this, we have as preg- 
nant. Proof as poſſibly. can be deſired; For when the Schiſ: 
matical Party at Carthage ſet up Fortunatus as an Anti-Biſhop, 
and thereupon ſent ſome of their Partiſans to Rome to inform 
Cornelius of. their Proceedings, and juſtiie them to. him; 
Cyprian wrote to him alſo, and thus Reaſoned the Caſe with - 
him. To what Purpoſe was it for 1h: to go to Rome 10 tell you, 
that they bad ſet up a falſe Biſhp againſt the Biſhops ? Either they 
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continue 49 their Wickedneſs, and are pleaſed with what they have 
done ; or they are Penitent, and willing to return to the Churches 
Unity : If the latter, they know whither they may return : For 
ſeeing it is determined by us all, and withal, 'tis juſt and reaſonable 
in ir ſelf, That every one's Cauſe ſhould be examined where the Crime 
was committed ; and ſeeeng there is a Portia" of the Flock (the 
Catholick Chu' ch ) affizned' to every 'Biſhip to be Governed by 
him, as he ſhall be accountable to God; our Subjefts ought not to 
run about from Riſhp to Biſhop, nor break the Harmonius Concord 
which is among#t. Biſhops by their ſubtle and fallacious Temerity * 
But every Mans Cauſe ought there to be diſcuſſed, where he may 
k Que autem have Accuſers and Witmeſſes of þis Crime *, &c. In which Rea- 
cauſa veniendi ſoning, we have theſe "Things plain: 1. That, by St. Cyprian's 
& Pſeude-Epi= Principles, every Biſhop was Judge of his own Subjects; of 
Jeopum contr# 4] the Chriſtians who hved within his Diſtrict. 2. That no 
Ga Jeep of eeÞ Biſhop, no not the Biſhop cf Rome, was Superiour to ano- 
Aut cnim pla. ther Biſhop; nor could receive Appeals from his Sentences. 
cet illis qud And, 3. That this Independency of Biſhops, this Unac- 
freerunt & in countableneſs of one Biſhop to another, as to his Superiour, 
[nt bs he p-"- was founded on every Biſhop's having his Portion of the 
7; diſplice: & Flock afligned to him, to be Ruled and Governed by him, 
recedunt, ſcinnz AS he ſould anſwer to God); 2. e. upon his viſible Supremacy 
quo revertan- in his own Church; his being immediately Subordinate to 
Wh zur. Nam God only. To the ſame purpoſe he writes to Stephen Biſhop 
| rm feruwmm of Rome alſo: For having told him his Mind freely concer- 
it ft emmibus N00 « ' fi g f S hi h 
bir] & aquun ning thoſe who ſhould return from a State of Schiſm, to the 
ft pariter os Unity of the Church ; how they ought to be Treated, and 
juftum, ut uni- how Received, &c. he concludes thus: We know that ſome 
nſcujerſque ' are tenacious, and unwilling to alter what they have once deter. 
wy we ;; mined; and that they will needs retain ſome Methods peculiar to 
ef We. ad. themſelves ; but ſtill with the Safety of Peace, and Concord with 
miſſom, & their Collegues : In which caſe, we offer Violence, we proſcribe 
portio Greg's - Laws to no Man, ſeeing every Biſhop has full liberty in the Admis 
uy (4 4  niſtration of the Aﬀairs of his Church, as he will anſwer to God". 
it - , Se -7 
ſripta, quam regat Unuſquiſque & Gubernet, rationem ſui affus Domino redditurus, oportet 
utique eos quibus preſumns, nou circumcurſare, nec Epiſcoporum concordiam coharentem ſua ſub= 
dola & fallaci temeritate collidere, ſed agere illic cauſam ſuam ubi & accuſatores habere, & 
reſtes ſur Crrminis poſſmt. Ep. 59. p. 36. : 

' Ceaterum ſcimus quoſdam quod ſemel imbiberint, nolle deponere ; nec prepoſitum ſuum facile 
mutare ; ſed ſalvo, intcr Collegas, pacis ac Concordia winculo, quedam propria, que apud ſe ſe- 
mel [int uſurpata retinere. Qua: in re, nec ns vim cuiquam facimus aut legem _— apy 
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' Comprobations ". $0: clearly. acknowletiging St. Cypriar's (and 
* by conſequence, _ Biſhop's ) Supremacy within his own ſc:us animus ; 
* 


the Cyprienic Age: Fr 


= habeat, in Ecchfie adminiftratione, woluntatis ſue arbitrium liberim , milſyutſqae prepoſirur, 


rationem ſui aftus Domino redditurus. Ep. 72.. p. 198. 

And how do both St. Orin and Firmilian 'reſerit Stephirs 
Extravagance, in threatning” to refuſe his* Communion to 
thoſs who had not the! ſame Sentiments with himſelf about 
the Baptiſm of Hereticks? Let any Man read St. Cypriar's 
Epiſtle to Pompeius, and Firmilian's to St. Cyprian m, and he = vide xp. 74, 
may | have enough to this purpoſe. Would you have yet & 75. 


 more'??* Then take 'a moſt memorable Acknowledgment 
- from the Presbyters ard Deacons of Rome. St. Cyprian had 
; written to them, while the Biſhop*s Chair was vacant, and 


given 'thefn an account of his Reſolutions about the Lapſed; 
thoſe who had Sacrificed to the: Heathen Idols in time of Per- 
ſecution. .Now, conſider how they begin their Anſwer to 
him. Attho, fay they, 2 Mind that's without Checks of Con- 


* ſcience, that's ſupported by the Vigour of Evangelical Diſcipline, 


arid bears witneſs td it ſelf, that it has ſquared its Afions by the 
Divine' Commandments, aſeth to content it ſelf with God, as its 
only Fudge ; and neither ' ſeeks other Men's Approbations, nor fears 
their Accuſations ; yet they are worthy of donbled Praiſes, who, 
while they know their Conſciente i ſubjetFt0 God only as its Fudge, 
do yet deſire that their Adminiſtrations ſhould” have” their Brethrens 

n Q1angquam 
bene ſi9i cons 


Diſtritt ; and, his Independency, or Non-Subordination , to any & Evargelice 


- other Biſhop; that even Rigaliius himſelf, in his Annotations P:/cipline vi- 


on.S6 Cyprian,ths. a Papst,confellesit. And no wonder;;-For, pt fon wy, 


* in Deervtis Caleſtibns, teſtis efeFus, foleat, ſolo Dev judice, efſe content us ; ncc alterins aut 
* Landes petere, unit” Attuſatrionds pevtimeſcere ; Tamen geminata ſunt laude Condigni, qui, cum 


+ Conſcientiam ſciant Deo ſoli deb:re ſ2 juditi, aftus tamen ſuos deſiderant etiam' ab ipſis ſuis fas 
* tribus comprobari, &c. Ep. inter Cyprianicas 3o. p. 56. 


7 


2 Chris Vicar within his own Diffri&t *; Had a Primacy in'his © 


4. 'By the Principles of thoſe Times, every Biſhop was 


Tudesx 


- own' Church®; Mariaged the Ballance of her Government % ; vice Chriſti 
> Was,. by his being Biſtiop, elevated ro the ſublime Top of - the 008i12tur. 


5 Priefthood * 3 Had the Epiſcopal Authority in its Vigour * 3 the Pre. 18:59; 9129 
2 


£5 P Cathearam 
fſibi confbituere, &* primatum aſſucmere, &c, Ep. Co. p. 184. 1 Gubernande Eccleſte Libram - 


* tenentes — Ep. 68, p.177. r Sacerdotii ſublime ſaſtigium. Ep. 55. p.103. S Corr 


pro Ep!ſcopatas vigore, &> Cathedre authwitate, haberes poteftatem, Ec. Ep. 3-f. 5» —» 88 


: itn-regeſt, ——— Aunt eft de Eniſcopatus vigore. Fp.-«$9. p. 1246, 


32 The Principles of . 


t þ Solidum. 


limi ac Divina yy Jinate to any vi/ible Supericour, Tn ſhort, The Conſtitution 
pry = FP ' of every particular Church, in thoſe Times, was a well. 
Ep.59. 2.126. tempered Monarchy : The Biſhop was the Monarch, and the Pref. 
var... bytery was his Senate; all the Chriſtians within. his Diſtri& 
Neque enim Jay . » +» ae . 
quiſquam 16> depended . on him for Government and Diſcipline, and he 
firum Epiſco= | depended on no Man: So that I may fairly conclude this , 
pum ſe Epiſco=» Point with that - famous Teſtimony. of St. Geromt's » In his. 
porum confti> FP viftle to Evagrius « Wherever a Biſhop is, whether at Rome or 


evit. CyP- i Eugubium, Conſtantinople or Rhegium, Alexandria or Tani, 
- T: : gal "34, of the ſame Merit, on the FD Prieft hood, Neither the 
nec Petrus Power of Riches, nor the. Humility of Poverty, maketh @ Bi 
quem primum higher or lower ; but they are all Succeſſors of the Apoſtles *, *Tis 
Gu | wh wt ' true indeed, St. Ferom lived after the Cyprianic Age : But, I 
od 7. z:. ſuppoſe, our Author will pretend to own his Authority as 
cleſiam ſuam, Toon as any Father's in the point of Church-Government. | 
Let me repreſent to you only oe Principle more, which pre- 


cum ſecum 


nb we de -1 vailed in the Days ot St. Cyprian: And that is, 
eumciſ;one po , on» : 
modum Diſccptaret, windicavit fibi aliquid inſolenter., aut arroganter aſſumpſit, ut diceret ſe 


latick Power in its Plenitude *; A Sublime and Divme Power of \ 

Us.Eccd. p108. Governing the Church», And none could be called Biſhop of : ® 

» — 47%um ft Biſhops". Every Biſhop was Head of his own Church!” 5 and. 

de Ecdlelie g4- The was built upon him in her Politick Capacity *. . He, and; * 

bernan*e ſub- he only, was her = Tudge ! - and he did not ſtand Sub-. 5 
e 


- 
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Primatum tenere ——— Ep. 71. p. 194, 195. E 4 


VV Vide ſupra. 

* Paſſm. 

Y Vide ſupra. : ; 62, 

z Ubicunque fufrit Epiſcopus, froe Rome, ſive Eugubu, frve Conſtantinopoli, foe Rhe- 
git, ſve Alexandrie, ſive Tanis, ejuſdem Meriti eft, & ejuſdem Sacerdatii, potentia divi« 
riarum & Paupertatis humilitas , vel ſublimiorem wel inferiorem Epiſcopum non-facit. Cate 
rum ones Apoſt olorum Succeſſores ſunt. Hieron. «ad Evagrium. 


THIRDLY, That whatever the High-Prief, among 
the Jews, was to the other Prieſts and Levites, ec. The Chri- 
ſtian Biſhop was the ſame to the Presbyters and Deacons, &c. and 
the ſame Honour and Obedience was due to him. This was 
a Principle which St. Cyprian frequently inſiſted on, and Rea» 
loned from. Thus in his Third Epiſtle, dire&ted to Rogatia- 
7s, he tells him, That he had Divine Law and Warrant for 
Puniſhing his Rebellious: and Undutiful Deacon. And then 
Cites that Text, Deut.17.12. And the man that will do pre- 


ſumpruouſly, > 
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WE: 


the Cyprianic 
ſubrptuonfly, . and w3]l.nes: hearken mito the PrieſÞ, or inte the- 
oven that man: ſhall. dit : nd. all the people 
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ſhall. hear and piles 


de no more-preſannptuouſly. ' And. confirms it farther, by ſhew- 
ing. how God puniſhed Corab, Dathan, and' Abiram, for Re. 
ing: againſt Arow,, Numb. 16.1, And when the I/frat- 
lites, weary of Samile!'s Government, asked a King to Judge 
them, 7he Lord ſaid to Samuel, Hearken anto the woice of 
People im all that they ſay muto thee; for they have not rejeted 


thee, but they have rejetted me that 1 


1..5am, 8.7. Therefore, he 


Id not reign over then : 


gave them $Sanl for a Puniſh- 


ment, &c. And when St. Paul was challenged for reviling 
God's High Prieff, he excuſed himſelf, faying , He wiſt no: 
that he was the High Prieſt : Had he known him to have been 
fo, he would not have Treated hin fo, for it is written, Thou 
ſhale not ſpeak evil. of the Ruler of  ; People : At. 23. 4,5. 


And, (as he goes further on) Our Lor 


Feſme Chriſt, Onr Gow, 


King, and e, to the very hour of bus Paſſion paid ſuitable 
Fr t to Fs Pricfts, tho they _ feared God, jj On 
: bedged Chriſt: For when he had cleanſed the Laper, be bade bim 
go ſhew himſelf to the Prieff , and 
And at the ery inſtant of bu Paſſion, when be was beaten, as if 
= he ; _ - uttered 10 Re. 
oachfal Thing ap ainſt the Perſon of the Prieſt,, but rather . 
Hd = Gar buns ſaying, I; Parve ſpoken Emil, bear = 
of the Evil; but if well, why ſmiteſt thou me? John 18. 22, 23. 
All which Things were done humbly and patiently by him, that we 
might have a Patern of Patience and Humility propoſed to us ;, for 
he tanght ns to give all dutifid Homur to true Prieſts, by bebwuing 


he bad anſwered irreverently to the 


ſo towards falfe Priefts*, 


Thus St. Cyprian Reafon'd, and: theſe were his Arguments 


offer his Gift : Matth. 8. 4 


* Fp. 3. f. 5- 


for obliging all Men, Clergy as well as Laity, to Honour and 
Obey their Biſhops. To the ſame purpoſe he wrote in his 
Fourth Epiſtle to Pomponixzs, concerning. ſome Virgins and 
Deacons that lived Scandalouſly. Ler ther not think they can 
be ſaved, lays'he, if they will not obey the Biſhops, ſeeing God 
for! in Deuteronomy, and then he cites Deut. 17, 12>, He in: b xp. 4. p.9. 
ſits on the fame Arguments in his 59th Epiſtle directed to 
Cormlims, when he is giving him an account of the Rebellion, 
and- Schifmatical Practices of Fartunatus and Felicifſimus, the 
ae a Pregbyter, and the orher a Deacon <. 


F 


He infifts:-on them « x;, 59. .:8--- 
over 


The Principles of: 


4 Fp.66. 2.166 


f Fp.73. 2.201. And Firmilian alſo, St. Cyprian's Contemporary, inſiſts on the 
e £9.75.9.225. ſame Argument *. Indeed, the Names, Prizf, Prieſthood, Al. 
tar, Sacrifice, &c, ſo much uſed in thoſe Times, are a prep. 
nant Argument of the Notions Chriſtians had then, of the 
Chriſtian Hierarchy's being Copied from the Fewiſh, Neither 
was it a Notion newly ſtarted up in St. Cypriar?*s time,. for 


we find it in expreſs Terms in that notable Epiſtle written to 7 
the Corintbians. by St. Clement Biſhop of Rome, who was not * 


only Contemporary with the Apoſtles, but is by Name men. 
tioned” by St. Paul, as one of his Fellow-Labourers , whoſe 
Names are ins the Book of Life, Philip. 4. 3. For he perſwa- 
ding thoſe Corinthians to lay aſide all Animoſities and Schiſma- 
tical Diſpoſitions, and to purſue and maintain Unity and 
Peace, above all things ; propoſes to them as a proper Expe- 
_ dient for this, that every Man ſhould keep. his Order and 


Station 3- and- then.enumerates the ſeveral Subordinations un- . * 
der the Od Teſtament , which ſufficiently proves, That the : 
Hierarchy was ſtill preſerved in. the New. His Method of + 


Reaſoning, and the Deſign he had in: hand: to compoſe the 
Schiſms that aroſe amongſt the Corinthians, make this evident 


beyond all Contradi&tion, That a Biſhop in the Chritian 


Church was no lefs than. the High Prieſt among the Fes, 
elſe he had not argued from the Precedents. of the'Temple to 
perſwade them to Unity in the Church.. The High Prieſt 


(faith he) has hu proper Office, and the Prieſts have their proper 


ae 3 » Place cr. Station;- and the Levites-are tied to their proper Miniſbee 
t To aptge , U . , . h 

*$» 7 ries ; and the Layman u bound to. his Laick Performances ®. 

1d) au keaTug- 

war Sedoulveu tioh, w. Tus inggvos. 1diG- 5 mnQ armilai, x Airs idVan 
Nazovics Fixeiwrws 6 Xaixes dugpan © mis aixols. Gen ſuan. SNSm. Clem. 
Fp/ſt.. ad Cor. p. miki, 53, | 


Having: thus demonſtrated; that theſe were thiree current © 


and received Principles in St. Cyprian's time , viz. "That a 
Biſhop. was the. Principle of Unity to. his Church, to - ar 
| 6 b 


over again, in his 66th Epiſtle to Florentine Papianus®, He © 
inſiſts largely on the Argument drawn from the Puniſhment '* 
inflicted on Corah. and his Complices for Rebelling againſt 7 
Aaron; and makes it the ſame very Sin in Schiſmaticks, whe : 
ſeparate from their lawful Biſhop, in his 69th Epiſtle direted 
e Fp.69. p.183. to Magnus*®; and in his 73d Epiſtle, direted to Fubaianus *. 
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| _ the Cyprianie Age. 
Chriſtians within his D;/rif ; That he was Supreme in his 
Church, and had -no Earthly Eccleſiaſtical Superiour; and, 
That he was the ſame amongſt Chryftians, which the High 
Prieſs was amongſt the Fews : Let me try a little, if our Au- 
thor's Definition of a Biſhop, in St. Cypriar's time, .can con- 
ſiſt with them.- I am afraid, it can conſiſt with none of them 
ſingly, much leſs with all three together. 

7, Not With the firſt; for, if a Biſhop, then, was the Prin. 
ciple of Unity to a Church, in which there were many Precby- 
ters; as Cyprian, e.g. Was tO the Church of Carthage, and 
Cornelis to the Church of. Rome, and Fabins to the Church of 
Antioch, 2nd Dion to the Church of Alexandria, &c. If 
thus it was, I fay, then, to be ſure, a Biſhop was another 


* thing than a meer ſnglePrecyter of a fog Pariſh in the Pro: 


byterian ſenſe: For, it a ſmgle Prebyter could have been the 


Principle of Unity to a Church in which there were, e.g. 46 


: ſingle Presbjters, he muſt have been it as a /-gle Presbyter, or as 
- ' fomethingelſe: Not as a ſingle Presbyter, for then there ſhould 
: have been as many Principles of Unity in a Church, as there 


were /imgle Presbyters; for Inſtance, There ſhould have been 


4 46 Principles of Unity in the Church of Rome : Which, beſides 


DR OS WO. en 
EN th oo ey 


that *tis plainly ContradiQory to_the Notion of Oze' Biſhop, 
at once, in a Church; what is 1t elſe, than to make a Church 
ſuch a Monſter as may have 46 Heads ? Than by ſo multi. 

lying the Principles of Unity,to leave no Unity at all ? Than, 
in ſtead of One Principle of Unity to an Organized Body, to ſet 
up 46 Principles of arr no Indeed, what is it elfe than the 
very. Extract of Nonſenſe, and Cream of Contradidtion ? 
A ſmgle Presbyter then, if he could have been the Principle of 
Unity to ſuch a Church, muſt have been it, as ſomething elſe 
than a meer /mgle Presbyter. But what could that Something elſe 
have been? k Presbyterian Moderator ? Not fo neither; for by 
what Propriety of Speech can a Moderator of a Presbytery, as 
ſuch, be called the Principle of Unity to a Church? 'How 
can he be called the Principle of Unity to' a Church, who, as 
ſuch, is neither Paſtor, Head, nor Governour of a Church ?. 
Who, as ſuch, has no dire, immediate, or formal Relation: 
to a Church? Who, as ſuch, is only the Chair-man,the Maſter. 


Speaker, not of the Church, but of the Precbytery ?. Nay, who - 


may be ſuck, and yet no Chriſtian? For however mexpe- 
F 2 dicnt 
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ſion, be the Moderator, 3. e. the Maſter-Speaker of a Prevby. 
zery; yet it implies no Re -upnancy to any Principte of Chi. 7 


ſtianity. But however this i, *ts certain, that, acoordin 


Churches, within the Bounds of that Prezbyrery. And, -wdo 
our Author Juſtice, he ſeems to have been fenfible of his, 
as I obſerved already : And therefore, he {aid not, F he (the 
pologiſt) cen prove, that we ſeparate from vur Paſfors, -or fpom 
the Moderator of the Prezbytery ; but, fFom onr Paſtors, 'or forms 
the Preibytery with their Moderator, Neither, *© 
2. Can our Author's Definition conſiſt with the ſecond 


to the Presbyterian Principles, {not the Moderdroy, but) 'the 
Presbytery is the Principle of Unity to the Church, or rather 
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Principle, viz. That every Biſhop was Szpreme in his Church, *- 


Independent, and not Subordinate, to any Ecdeſiaſtical Snpe- 


riour'on Earth. To have ſuch'a Supremacy, fach an Tnde. 2 
endency, fuch an Unaccountablenefs, is notorioufly incon- © 


iſtenc with the 1a of either a fingle Prezbyrer, or a Preghyeeriom 
Atoderator, How can it be confftent with the 14ea'of 'a forge | 
Precbyter ating. in Parity with his Brethren Predbyters, /that 


of 46, for Example, One ſhould have a Primacy, a Sup y | 
a Plenitude of Power, the Sablime and Divine Power of Gower. 

ring the Church, an Unaccountable and Eyment Power, as St. Fe. 

row himſelf calls it'. And all the reft ſhould be {evo p. 
and Subordinate to hun ? What is this but reconciling Contra- 
ditions? Beſides, the Independency of ſingle Preibyttrs is noto- 
rioully-inconfiltent with the Prechyterias Schem « *Tis brides 
pendency, not Presbytery. And as for the Pregbyteriam Mederater, 
In what ſenſe can he be called Supreme, 'or Indepenitt, or Un. 
accountable ? In what fenſe can he be ſaid to be rafed'to rhe 
Sublimse Tip of the Prieft hood ? ' Or 'to have an Exors Poteffur, 
an Unaccountable Power? Or to be Argomntable to God ohh? 
Or to have the Sublime and Divine Power of Governing the 
Church? Is he, as ſuch, railed to the Sublime Top of the Prieſt. 
hood, who, as ſuch, may be mo Prieſt at all? For why may 
not a Reuljug Elder be a Moderator ? How can he be ſaid to 


Hav Tnaccount able Power, who can be Voted out of his Chair | 
' with the ame Breath with which he was Voted into it? 'How ® 
can he be ſaid to be Accountable to God only, who is Accountable © 
1a the Precbyrery ? How can he be faid to have the _ 7 


> 


and "Divine Power of Governing the Church, who,” as ſuch, is 
wo Church Govermour ? Has he a Supreme Power ma Society, who, 
as ſuch, has no imaginable FuriſdiFion over any one Member 
of that Society? 

fo 3. But what ſhall I ſay to the Conſiſtency of onr-Author”s . 
'> Definition with the-third Principle I named ? Evenno more - 
than chat I have proved it to have been one of St. Cyprian's, . 
and one that was generally - received in his trme ; and that. 
can refer it to our Author himſelf to Determine, Whether 
the High Prieff of. the Fews bore no higher Character than that : 
of a ſingle Proviyter, or a Precbyterian Moderaror ? And fol- 
> proceed to-another Headof Arguments, which ſhall be, 
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FOURTHEY, To give you, in a more particular-Dz. - 
»8il, ſome of the Branches. of the Epiſcopal Prerogarive in + 
Se. Cypriax*s time. 'And I think I ſhall do enough for. my - 
purpoſe, if I ſhall-prove theſe three Things: . 


L That there were feveral confiderable 4&s of Power - 
relating -to the Government and Diſcipline of the - 
Church, "which belonged” /o/cly:to the B 's feve- 
ral Pewers lodged Mm his Perſon, which he conld-; 
manage by +imſelf, and without the Concurrenes. - 
of -arry orber Church-Governour. 


I): Thar in every Thing relating to- the Government: 
and- yy of the Church, he had a Negative 
over all the other Church-Governours: withia his + 
Diſt:i&t. And, 

HI. That all the other Clergy-men within- his-Diſtrict;* 


Presbyters as. well as others, were /#bje# to his Au-.- 
mOrty, and. obnoxious to his Diſcipline. and Jurik. - 


dion, ” 

7 E I fay, there were ſeveral conſiderable.4#: of Power re-.- 
JC Ire men ne I 
3 wc nged ſo/t!y-20 the -Biſhopz ſeveral Powers q& : 
7 in his Perſon, which he could-manage by bimſof, and-with + 
2: -out the Concurrenceiof any «her Church-Gorernour. Take -- 


theſe for a-Sample, And, 
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38 The Principles of 
Firſt, He had the ſole Power of Confirmation ; of impoſing 


Hands on Chriſtians, for the Reception of the Holy-Ghoſt, 
after Baptiſm. For this, we have St. Cyprian's moſt expreſs 


Teſtimony in his Epiſtle to F«baianw, where he tells, It was 


the Cuſtom to offer ſuch as were Baptized to the Biſhops, that, 

by their Prayers, and the laying on of their Hands, they might 

receeve the Holy-Ghoſt, and be Conſummated by. the Sign of our 

Lord, 4. e. by the Sign of the Crefs, as I take it : And he ex- 

. preſly founds this Practice on the Patern of St. Peter and 

4 8 Ys Ot. ove , mentiond A#s 8, 14. &c.* PFirmilian is as ex- 
circo quis legi- Preſs in his Epiſtle to Cyprian, ſaying in plain Language, That 
timum & Ec. the Biſhops, who Govern the Church, poſſeſs the Power of Baptiſm, 
elefraftiuumm Confirmation, and Ordination *, *Tis true, he calls them Ma- 
Baptiſma cm- jores Natu, Elders : But that he meant Biſhops, as diſtinguiſhed 
/p fo Bb, 6 from Presbyters, cannot be called into Queſtion by any Man, 
T' 1e-:.3 Who reads the whole Epiſtle, and conſiders his Stile all along ; 


tinxerat - : { 
5 te gear - and withal, conſiders what a peculiar Intereſt, by the Prin- 


ultra non opor= Ciples of theſe Times, the Biſhop had in theſe: three Acts he+ 


rebat ; ſed mn names. But whatever groundlefs Altercations there may be 
— 73e. about his Teſtimony, as there can be none about St. Cpriay's, 
tro&> Joanne 10 neither can there be any ſhadow of Pretexe for any about 
fatum eſt ; ut Cornelins*s, who, in his Epiſtle to Fabins, (fo often mentioned 
Oratione pro is before,) makes it an Argument of Novatianw his Incapacity 
Eavita, © M4 of being a Biſhop ; that tho he was Baptized, yet he was not 


"nu impoſita, in- Confirmed by the Biſhop ®. 


evocaretur Or ; 
infundaretur ſuper eos Spirituus SanTus : Quod nunc quoque apud nos Geritur, ut_qui in Eccleſia 
Baptizan.ur, Prepoſitis Etcleſiz offtrantur, & per noſtram Orationem ac manu impoſiticnem, 
Spiritum Santum conſ:quantur, & ſignaculo Dominico Conſummentur. Ep. 73. p. 202. 

l Ommis poteſtas & Gratia. in Eccleſia eft, ubi Preſident Majores Natu, qui & Baptizandi 
& Manum impenendi & Ordinandi poſſident poteſtatem. Ep. 75. p. 221. | 

= *Ou plw $d% $f Aormovtr gear yeh wiwmntuCarauy wr f andas ravine, 
Ts TECPe2H hve "amo Te EmoxoTe, &c, Apud Euſeb. H.E. lib. 6. cap. 43. 


Secondly, He had the ſole Power of Ordination, and that of 
whatſoever Clergy-men within his Diſtrict. Ordinations could 
not be performed without him ; but he could perform them 
Regularly, without the -Concurrence of any other Church- 
Officer. This has been ſo frequently and fo fully proved by 
Learned Men, . that I need not inſiſt much on it.. Forbear- 
ing therefore to adduce the Teſtimonies of ſuch as on after 

t Cy- 


Way 
45805 
6.50 


the Cyprianic Age. 39 

8. Opiwy time, ſuch as Ambroſe, Ferom, Chryſoftom, &*c. | 
I ſhall confine my ſelf to St. Cyprian, and his Contempora-. 
ries. To begin with St, Cyprian. | 

"Tis true, fo. humble and condeſcending he was, That 
when he was made Biſhop, he refolved with himſelf to do- 
nothing by himſelf, concerning the Publick Affairs of the 
Church, without conſulting not only his Clergy , but his 
People ». I call this his own free and voluntary Condeſcen- » ——- $9 
tion : It was a thing he was not bound to do by any Divine rſcribere nihil 
Preſcript, or any Apoſtolical Tradition, or any Eccleſiaſtical 29, 9%ane 
Conſtitution. His very Words import ſo much, which you 7 mo 
may ſee on the Margin. And yet, for all that, we find him = "IT A. 
not only in extraordinary Jun&ures, Ordaming without asking T U ERIM 
the Conſent of his Clergy or People; but ſhil infifting on it 14/1 ſme conſi- 
as the Right of all Biſhops, and particularly his own, co Pro- "7 v/r0, & 
mote and Ordain Clergy-men, of whatſoever Rank, by him- FO gn 


ſelf, and without any Concurrence. Thus, privatim ſon= 


In his 38th E iſtle, having Ordained Aurelias a Lect or, he tentia gerere, 
acquaints his Presbyters and Deacons with it, from the Place £p-14- 2-33: 
of his Retirement: Now conſider how he begins his Letter. 

I» all Clerical Ordinations, moſt dear Brethren, lays he, 1 uſed to 

Conſylt you beforehand, and to examine the Manners and Merits of 

every one with common Advice * And then. he proceeds to . Js Ordnatin 
tell them, How, that notwithſtanding that was his ordinary nibu Clericis 
Method, a Rule he had obſerved for the. nn: part ;, yet, for SOLEMUS 
good Reaſons he had not obſerved it in that Inſtance. In v9 ante conſu- 
which Teſtimony, we have theſe Things. evident: r. That 7" © os 
his Power was. the fame, as: to all Ordizations, whether of — 
Presbyters or others: For he ſpeaks of them all indefinitely. ; 7uxi Confilio- 
In Clericzs: Ordinationibass. 2. That he uſed only to ask the ponderare. 
Counſel and: Advice of his-Clergy, about the Manners and #?: 35 ?: 74: 
Aterits of the Perſon he was to Ordain, but not their Concur- 

rence in the A&# of: Ordination; not one word. of that :. On 

the contrary, That they. ufed.not to-Coacurr,. fairly imported 

in the very Inſtance: of Aurelizs, 2. That it was,intirely. of 


. his own. E«{in;f and Condeſcer/ion, that he Conſulted them in 


the Matter : He USED to do it, but needed not have dcne 
#: He did it not in that very ſame Caſe. Which is a demon- 
ftration of the Truth of what I faid before, viz. That: 


Ris Refoluticn, -which he had} made when he. entred to his 


| Biſhop» 
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The Principles of © 


' Voluntary. 


We have another remarkable Teſtimony to the ſame pur.: 


poſe in-his 41ft Epiſtie, where he tells, that, Becauſe of his 
Abſence from Carthage, he had 'givetn a Depmation to: Cald:. 
rims and Heroulanms, two Biſhops ; and to Regatianw and: 
Numidicss, two of his Ptesbyters, ro examine the Ages, Quali- 
fications, and Mirits, of ſome m Carthage, that be, whoſe Pro. 


vince it was to promote Mews to Eccleſiaſtical Offices, might be well 


informed about them, and Pronute note but ſich as were Meek, 
'” — Cum- Humble, and Worthy *, This, I ly, is a moſt remarkable 
Lites ve:-pro Teftimony for our _—_ Purpoſe; for he not only ſpeaks 
mos —_—_— indefinitely of all Ranks or Orders, without making Exceprions ; 
miſcrim, —* but he fpeaks of himſelf in the Singular Number, as having 
&- Conditiones, the Power of Promoting them; and he founds that Power, 
_ & Wa#radij- and approprines it to himſelf, upon his having the Care of 

_—_— the Church and. her Government committed to him. 

<cOUI CURA INCUMBIT, ones optime mſſem, & digns atque humiles & mi. 
'res, ad Eccl:ſiaſtice Adminiftrationis officia promeverem, Ep. 41. Þ. 79- 


We have a third Teſtimony as pregnant as any of the for. 
mer, in his 72d Epiſtle written to Srephen Biſhop of Rome. 
For, repreſenting to him what the Reſolution of the 4f/icen 
Biſhops were concerning fuch Presbyters arid Deacons as ſhould 
return from a State of Schiſm, to the Communicn of the Church, 
ke diſcourſes thus. By common Conſent and Apthority, Dear 
Brother, we tell you further, That if any Presbyters or Deacons, 


2vho have either been Ordained before in the Catholick Church, and 


bave afterwards turned Perfidious and. Rebellions againſt the Church; 
'0r, have been Promoted by a Profane Ordination, in 4 Stare of 
Schiſm, by FALSE BISHOPS and Anti-Chrifts , 4- 
| gainſt onr Lord*s Inftitation — — that ſuch,. if they ſhall return, 
4 Addimia ſhall only be attmitted to Lay-Communion, 80.5% By which Te- 
plane & con- ſtimony, you may clearly fee, 1. That all Ordimarions of 
- ny ne Lo #- Presbyters, as well as Deacons, were performed by Biſhops; by 
'gonſenſu & Auftoritate communi, - ut etiam fe qui Presbyters aut Diacont, qui wel in Bcilefia' Ca. 
'Fholica prius Ordinati fucrint, a pofrnotinin per ; & Rebellts confvs Ectleſiavis freterins ; 


wel apud Heretices a PSEU DO-EPISCOPIS & Ani Chrifts cmtra Chriſti difpeſi- Z 


tionem, profana Ordinatione prometi. ſint, & contra Altare unum atque Divvinum,, Sacrificia 

foris falſa ac Saerilega offerre conati fint ; eos quoque lme Gonditione Pheips, cum revertuntur, 

ut Communtcent-Laici, Oc. Ep. 72, p-197. Ks 
rue 


FF 
= 
ru 
4 
4; 

Bi 


"Biſhoprick, was from his own Clvice,. and abſolutely Flee and 
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in. the Cahelich Ched; and mae 
a i 6 2. That to Ordain T2 ay by ke | 
was fo much, and fo Vo _ the "Rilop 's Wirk, 
and peculiat to that, h even Schifinatihs then. 
ſelves oberved. hy Comm 5 Ryle. _ found their Ordina, 
fions were ind formed by Biſhops, that they 
might not be Ohnoxtoxr Ts barge of Invalidit 
= clear and inll is St. Cyprian on > this Head : And not only 


He, hut Frgnditns # J have cited im already, Nay, fur- 


ther yet 

Ok Martys? Pradiice was - Me ſujcable and caorreſp 
dent to thele: Pringiples. He -not only Orfened Aure 
Le&or, as I have ihewed, wkhas air þ c A rangers cake 
currence of his Cler - but alſo Satwrus a Lettcr, and g pie 
ts 6 Sb-Digs Eo-o9. ad ad fgrions # Lees ED D. 39. 
Jn which we have PIony Firs Dion f = 
Biſhops Power in Arp oy een urle con- 
Aurelizs and react Tee «a 4 he tells hi regby- 

ers, , and all il bs People, and tell them in = Aucho- 
\Tative Stile , in the Stile, by which Superiaurs uſed to ſignifi 
their #il and Flajone tO their Sj, with a Be it known to 
zou; He tells ts chow, & ſay, That tho he had only Ordaived 
xhele wa, LeFors, for the time, becauſe they were but zourg; 
et he had deſi them for the Precbyterate, and to ſit with 

2, 4s ſoon 6s 8 dr Teors would oltow of i *, — 


-norem defignaſſe nos ills for SC als T'f $ — Sefſuris nebiſcum , proyeffis & tne 


 annis ſuis. Ep. 39. þ. 7 


And what can be morg'pat' to ills than that un- 
controlable Account we have of Novatioves his Promotion 
40 the Prerbjterate, which we have in that ſo often mentiofied 
Epiſtle written by Coradlias to Fabins of Antioch? There he 
«ells, how Nowatianus was Ordained a Precbyter, meerly bythe 
Fawour of the they Biſhop of Rome, Thatall the Clergy, and 
many of the People, : <ppaes at, as being Unlawful, conſi- 
-dering that he had! Ge Baptized while-on the Bed of Sick- 
neſs: And that, after much work, the Biſhop prevailed, and 
'Orgained him, : protniſin that he would not make a Precedent 
-of it. I rgfer you to the Teſtimon which I have tranſcribed 
faithfully on the —_— Confi = it, and cell me if any 


<hing - 


42 OO »The Principlesoft 
| Kantudt thing can be more clear, than that the Biſhop, then, had the 


els x7! Meow T4 EmcxiTe T4 omlir1@- dun x Geg5 es; TigesCumgle xaJeop. "De 


HexwnuiuluE Va. m2v705 TH KANgL, ARG x} Adaxes mar. "Em wi" $Eov. oy 


#8 axivns 8 voor ferubirmy dar x; 3TO,, is Kanggr mel paridin 5. nflars 


evſoopniires ah Te7oY woven oicyriinu. Eufcb. Hiſt. Eccl. 1.6. c.43- 


Neither do” we read in all St. Cypriar's Works, or itt any 

Monuments of theſe Times, -of any Conenrrence of Presby. 

ters with Biſhops, in. any Ordinations, and far lefs, that ever 

Presbyters Ordam'd without a Biſhop. -*Tis true, we read in 

-St. Cypriar's 524 Epiſtle, that Novatus made Feliciſſmus a Dea- 

"con: And 1 read, that ſeveral Learned Men underſtand it fo, 

+ Yide Annat. as if he had Ordained him'*, © And: Blondet particularly, be. 
Cyp. «d 4m. ' cauſe Novatus was nothing bat a Presbyter, coneludes, that 
2509, Sc8. 21. this .was'a notable Inſtance of the Power of Presbyters th Ord. 
nations. But when one reads: the whole Paſſage, as St. Cy. 

prian hath it, and ponders all Things duly, he cannot- bur 

think it ſtrange, that ever that Fancy ſhould have been enter-. 
tained: For all that St. Cyprian fays, amounts to no more 
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than this, That Novarur turn'd a Schiſmatick in the time of _ 


Perſecution , - and thereby became amber Pirſecution t6 the 
Church; and that having thus given himſelf up to the Spirit 
of Schiſm, he, by bu Fattion and Ambition, got Felicia 

made a Deacon, without. either Sr, Cyprian's Knowledge or 4b 


+ Mem eff No- {0wance ". St, Cyprian's Words, I ſay, do not import, that _ 
_—_— 7 Feliciſſtmms : They import no more, -than. 


vatus qui quoſ= Novatus Ordain 
4am iftic ex that Novatus his. Ambition and Fattion prevailed to pet _ 


Farribw 3s 2145 Ordained a Deacon, tho himſelf did not Ordain him. (Tis: 


1mus. - 


Epiſcopo Segre= probable he was Ordained by ſome Neighbouring Biſhop, St..Cy- : 


Es pofcutic. prian being then in his Seceſſion.) And tis as evident as any 
ne ad everten- thing can be made, from what immediately follows, that 


dar Fatrrum St. Cyprian: deſigned them for no more. For he goes on, and 


2nenres, alia " BYP* O — 17 | '( 
lors per ſo rells, in that ſame Breath, Tha: Novatus-having done ſo and-/ 
Fur. fe o> things theres only with this difference, That as Rome, by it 
gui Felicifſi= Greatneſs, had the Precedency. of Carthage, ſo he attempted greater 
"np cnet Wickedneſs at Rome than at Carthage: For be (lays Cyprian) 
Pom furm, Dia: | | 3h, 

onus, nee. permitrente me, nec ſcients, ſua ſaTione & ambitione cavſtituii.. Ep. 524 $197) 


- & Carthage, went next to Rome, and attempted juſt the like 
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who bad made 4 Deacon at Carthage againſt the Church, made a 
Biſhop at Rome, meaning Novetianus ', Now cis certain that » x: cm ſus 
not - Nowatss, but TN i APs Ordained Am, and . tempeſtate Roe 
by conſequence,. that. St. Cyprian never meant that Novarus 779 quoque 
2 Org an | This irrefragable.. But then, ſup- N25 = 
poſe the warlt; Suppoſe Novarns had really Ordained Feliciſ® c1.6.m ; foi. 
ſimus, what ſtrefs is to be laid on the Example of a Schiſma- 1a iliic & pa- 
rick? Eſpecially when what he did was done Schiſmatically ? ria mulitus eff, 
Antenianus asked of St. Cyprian, what was Novarianns his He- © ©/#70 portie- 
reſie ? And Cypriav anſwered, It was no matter what be taught, vere =_ =— 
ſering he taught in Schiſm "': And may we not ſay with the fame ;.,1;:9:4 bene 
Reaſon, That it matters.not what Nowatus did, ſeeing what {i coherenris 
he did was done in Schiſm? One Thing indeed we learn from & ſe invicem 
this Matter, and that is another Argument of the Biſhop's ©2514 Cor- 
peculiar Intereſt in the. matter of Ordinarion; For St. Cyprian _— | 
molt plainly impures it to Schiſe, that, without his Allowance, qum;am pro 
-Novatus { by, as preſumed to have got Feliciſſimus Ordained magnitudine 
a-Deacon. --.. Ny 2 fie _— 
M arthaginem 

Roma precedere, illic majors & grawiora commiſit :' Qui iftic adverſus Eccleſiam, A 
fecerat, illic Epiſcopum fecit, &rc.. Ep. 52. þ. 97. | 

vv Qued-yero ad Nevatiani perſonam pertiner : F.C. de quo deſideraſti tibi ſcribi, quam he- 
reſin introauxiſſet; ſcias nes. prims in taco, ncc curioſor efſe debere quid ille doceat, cum faris do- 
ceat, EP. 5:5. 2.112. | 


One Word more : The Biſhops being thus poſſeſſed of the 
ſole Power of Ordination in St. Cyprian's time, and his Pratti- 
ſing ſuitably, was exaRtly agreeable to the Second of the Ca- 
ons commonly called of the Apoſtles; which is , Let a Presby- 
fer be Ordained by One Biſhop, as likewiſe s Deacon and the rej? 
of the Clergy*. A Canon, without doubt, univerſally recei- * e007 
ved then, as Beveregias has fully me and a Canon high'y ,6- vas 4225 
agreeable with the then current Principles, which I have in- *Emoire 
ſiſted on already, viz. That a_ Biſhop was the Principle of xc«e57v6 2w 
Unity, and Supreme Eccleſiaſtical Magiſtrate within his Diftrif, x, jd, G, 
For what can be more ſuitable to, or rather, more neceſſary x3 61 AvtTol 
by all the Fundamental Rules of Society, than that it ſhould yayen:d. 
belong to the Supreme Power, wherever it is lodged, to pro- 
mote and give Commiſſimns to all Inferiour Officers ? *'Tis one of 
the Rights of Majeſty, and one as intrinſick and unaltenable, or 


incommunicabie, as any. ?Tis true, a good many Years af- 


2 + ter 


F Fy. 40. 
© Ep. 41, 43- 


Er St, Cyjlin's titne, i wad aphvitik by the Cowen, That, 'Þ 
Prebjien howd comtury with th Bn In the Ordinvarion of 
hes oth But: chen, Bs Oh was matty Years after Se. Cy. 
prias's time; ant t was fot hew einergeht Reaſ6is; That 
Ordriations might be performed more dettberatdly, or with © 
the Frere mnty, or fo; bur "tis evident, that nothing 
of the FT Palidity of the » bs "_ : 
upon it. An mach, at preſent, for the Biſhop's Power of 

Ordination. But this 5 not al. For, | | 


Thirdh, He had fill Power, Without asking the Confent- or 


Conctrrence of either Ctergy or People, to /etrle Prebyters 


within his Difrif. Of'this, we hive a moſt retarkable 
Inſtance of St. Cyprian*s planting Numidicus a Presbyter of 
the City of Carthage: Our Martyr wrote to his Presby! 8 
Deacons, and People, to receive him as fach, (probably he 
had been Ordained before,) and there was no more of it: It _ 
was inſtantly done?. As we learn from the very next Epi. 
ſte*, where we find the fame Namidicws, as a Prebyter of 
Carthage, receiving a Commiſſion ſor a Depwration to overlee 
fach and ſuch Things in St. Cypriar's abſence. So negligent, 
ſhall I ay ? Or fo tnorant was St. Cyprian of 'Chriff*s Tefta. 
ment, at leaſt of his Leaving, in it, to his People, by way of 
Legacy, a Rigbt, a Grant, a Priviledge, of Chooſing their own 
Meniſters t a Sttanger has he been to all the Analo- 
gies and Principles of Presbyterian Government! Bur I pro. 
cced. | 


Fucrthly, Ta St. Cyprian's tithe, the Biſhop had the dioſal of 
all the Rewenues of the Charch. All the Churches Incomes,then, 


. were Oblations, and Charitable Comributions, The Civil Ma» 
-giftrate was Heathen, and treated her commonly with Per- 


ecutions, never with Encouragements. Now, the Bithop, 
thy, had the full Power of 4g of theſe Contributions 
and Oblations. 


In the firſt place, he had his own Quantiras Propris, His 


proper Portion; and twas, no doubt, a conſiderable One, 
Tis commonly. reckoned to have been the Third. "Fhe other 


Two belonged to the Clergy and the Poor ;. but fo, as to be 


 difpenſed by the Biſhop. 


| That 


©" That he had his own Portion, and that a Liberal One, is 
* evident from his 5th Epiſtles: For there he tells how, before 
>” he retired, he gave the Truſt of it to Rogationns, bne of his 
> Presbytets, ordering that if: there were any necefiizous Stran- . 
\ > pers at Carthage, they ſhould have Maintenance out of RK *. 2 $,4 & py. 
Nod it is obſervable, that when St. Cyprian gives an account of grinis, f que 
| 7 Portunatianus, who had been Biſhop of Aſſure, but had for. indigenter-fue- 
| feitedby ing in time of Perſecution,and yet was earneſt 7/7 , /uggere- 
For all that to retain his Biſhoprick; he ſays expreſly, that # i OO 
$ : . PTrO- - 
was upon: the account of the Perquifites, and not from any Love to quem: 
”? Religion®, And it is not ts be doubted, that the fame Reaſon ud Rogaria-. 
- = moved Baſilides to be fo much concerned for the recovery-of num Compreſe - 
* his Biſhoprick, after he had forfeiced it alſo*. Indeed, the 7747 m- 
Biſhop's proper Porrivn was ſetlect onthim by the 4orh of the "ay yi | 
Apoſtolic Canons. | bd Sripes & OY 
lationes &f Lucra defederant,. quibus prins inſatiabiles incubabant, & canis atquz epulis etiam 
mine inhiant, quarum or oper ſnp:rſtite indices Cruditate ruttabant ; mmc manif. tifone 
Conmprobuntes, nec ante ſe Religioni, jail wentri potims, Of quetſtai, profans Cupiditate ſerwiſt. . 
Ep. G5. p. 163. © Vide Ep 67. p.173- 
And that he had the «ofa; of the reſt, particularly: that 
- which belonged to the Clergy, is as plain. For, in his 41ft- 
> Epiſtle, he makes it an aggravation of Fe/iciſjimus's Guilt, that, 
contrary to the Duty. which be owed to his Biſhop, he (hnld have 
made ſuch a Clutter, about the Diviſion of the Contributions. 
And on the other hand lie praiſes the Dutifulneſs of others,. 
who would not follow Filicijimss his bad-Example, but con- 
tinued 'in the Unity of the Church, and were [arefied to tak? 
their Shares, as the Biſhop ſhomld pleaſe 10 diſpenſe them4, And 4 coamque poſt 
it 15 a moſt remarkable Inſtance of this his Power, which we he: onmia, nec 
have in the aforementioned Caſe of Aurelizs and C:lerinzs 5 Loci mei he- 
for tho he pramoted them only- to the Degree of | Lettors, yer 17 moe 
he Eminled them to the Maintenance of Preioyters*. And as - ny ar 
; . =  gratutor plurie 
' for that part that belonged to the Poor, his Power in the Dis gms Frames ab 
ſtribution of it_is fo evident from his Fifrh and Forty firſt Epi. hac audacia 
fs, that I need not inſift upon it. Indeed, this Power was 7<c/i0e, © ver 
'expreſly-afferted ro.them by the To#1y eighth and: Forty f-ft of = fe _ 
eum Eccleſia matre remancrent, & flipmndia ris, EPISCOPO DISPEN SANTE 
' þrroiperent. Ep.q1. p 80. 
© Ceterum Preibyterit honorem deſignaſſe nos illis jam ſciatis ut & ſportul iiſd. m cum Preſe 
byteris hancrentur,, & diviſcores menſurnas £quais quantitaribus-particatur. Ep. 38, þ. 78; 


the. 


46 


f TIdvmwy g-/the _— Canons *. 
"Exxanmdg- long 

Sr Tesſus. 17's ſecond Apology, not 
_ exit, 6 Em> 
. -EXT © $34- . 
 189-Thiy .georndt, thc. C. dp. 38. 


h Euſeb. H.E. 
i, 4. £.-23- 


And we find Biſhops in Poſſeſſion of it * 
fore St. Cypriar's time ; as is evident from Zuſtin Mar. 7 

far from the end. - now-to 
mention that -ic ſeems fairly to'be founded on expreſs Scrip. 7 
ture *, Indeed, «37 pa | 
8 Vide Clarifſ. Dodwel. D:ſſert. Cyp. 1. SefF. 9. 


_Fifthly, He ſeems to have had a Power of impoſing Charitable © 
(Contributions on all the Chriſtians within his Difri#, for the 
Relief of Diſtreſſed Strangers, whether Captives, Priſoners, - 
-or condemn'd to the Mines or Galleys, &'c. Of this Power, 
We have famous Inſtances in his 62d and 78th Epifes, You 
.may Conſult them at your Leaſure, And long before St.Cy- 
prian's time, Soter Biſhop of Rome, as the Venerable Diony- 
Fs Biſhop of Corinth, (cited for it by Euſebixs,) tells us, Ma- 
naged this Power to excellent purpoſe, as his Predeceſlors, 
From the Apoſtles times had done before him. Take his own 
Words, for he was a very ancient Father, having flouriſhed 
.about an Hundred Years before St. Cyprian. They are in an 

Epiſtle of his to the Church of Rome, in which he thus be- 
ſpeaks them. Thu has been your Cuſtom from the begining, © 
(.e. ever ſince the Church of” Rome was planted,) to . mani. » 
fold good Offices to the Brethren, and ſend Supplies to moſt Chur. * 
ches in moj# Cities, for ſweetning their Poverty , and refreſhing © 
thoſe that are Condemmed to rhe Mines, You, Romans, obſerve 
the Cuſtom of the Romans handed down to you by your Fathers ; 
which Cuſtom, your bl:ſſed Biſhop Soter has not only obſerved, but 
improved, &c." What can be more clear than it is from theſe 

Words, That Scter, as Biſhop- of Rome, had the chief Ma- 
-nagement of the Charitable Contributions, impoſing them, and * 

diſpoſing of them for the Relief of the Aﬀicted Chriſtians © 

of whatſoever Church ? And now that I haye gone higher 
than St. Cyprian's time, (tho it was not neceſlary for my main 

Argument; and to make uſe of it, might ſivell this Letter to | 

too great a Bulk;) Let me mention another Power, which © : 

Tertullian ( who lived before St. Cyprian alſo) in plain Terms _ 

appropriates.to the Biſh:p. A conſiderable Power, a Power that | 

- , conſiderable Argument of the Epiſcopal Sovereignty. * 

na'it is, | 


3h 


Sixthly, : 
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the Cyprianit Age. 


De Jejun. cap. 3. 


' © Sevemtbly, A Biſhop in St. Cyprian's time, (for now-I returns 


"to it;) as tach, had the. ſo/e Power of — Presby- 


” ters and Deacons; all theſe of. his Clergy and. 
© either ſat -with him, or fanding gave their Suffrages, as they. 


ple, who- 


were a:P4, about any thing relating to- the Church. All: 


Ecarned [Men (even Spanbemiwe himſelf, our Author's dikgene- 


* Searcher into- Antiquity, ) confeſſes this. Indeed; this was a: 
- Point on which the Un#y of: the Chureb did fo mach depend,. 
* that it could not but be a neceſſary Branch of his Prerogative, . 


- who was the Principle of Unity to, and was intruſted with,.. 


the Supreme Government of the Church. And, agreeably, we-: 


| find Cornelizs accounting about-it in an Epiſtle to Cyprian... 


' * 2 For there he tells, how the Presbyters and Eorfeſſors, who-had + 
: ſided-with Novatianws, turning ſenſible of their Error, came: 


(not ſtreight- to himſelf; for irc feems- they had not the .confi-- 
dencs- to do that, or rather, they would not have been al-- 
lowed that freedom fo ſuddenly ; but): to his Presbyters,- ac- - 
knowlkdging their Offences, and humbly ſupplicating, thac-- 
they might be Pardoned, and-their Eſcapes forgotten: How, 


- When all this was narrated*to him, He was pleaſed to Conwocate 


; the Precbytery: Flow Maximus, Urban,” Sidonins, and Maca-- 


rizs, being allowed to appear, made their Acknowledements . 
and humble Addreſſes; and then, how after they- were. recei- 

ved in-the Precbytery, the whole matter was Communicated to : 
the People; and they agairy renewed their Acknowledgments... 


before-the People, conteſting: as I ſhewed: before, wiz. Thar 


they were convinced; that Cornelius-was choſen by the Onmipotent- 


'God, and our Lord Fefus Chriſt to be Biſhop of the moſt Holy Ca--- 


tholick Church \, and that they were not ignorant, that, as there- 


was but One Gd, « One Chriſt our . Savicur , and One Holy. 


"Ghoſt x- [o there ought to be. only One Biſhop in a Catholick-: 


Church. 


8 1 
3 Sixtbhy, The Power of Indilting Solemn Faſts ;. as oc-. 
7 eaſion required, to all -the Chriſtians within his Diſtrid.. 
You have: his- Words , plain: and: home, upon ths Mare- 
= gin, | | | Peme autem 
ſtopi Univerſe Phtbi jejunis mandare aſſolent : Nm dice de induſtria flipium Conferendaruney. 


” ut weſfra captura oft, ſed interdum ex aliqua- ſolicitudinis Eccleflaſtice- cauſa 'Fers: . 
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Hecuir eonre- whole Epiſtle is well worth peruſing 
118 Gefie in [nol Tough not the People's Conſent for their Reception ; no, 


. erat conſ quent, 
: ens hic att : bw 


| populo fuer at inſinumadus, ut & tpfer uiderent, in Eceleſis conſtitutes ——= Magnus fatortile 


4B The Principles of 
k —— Own; Church*. , Here, I ſay, was a Noble Inſtance of a Biſhop', 
igitur affu ad Power: in.Comcating his Presbyters at re, and matiaging |; 
ME perlate, the Aﬀairs of the Church like a Chief Governour. The * 
# gy -you to take notice of ene Thing by the way , it 1s, That Cor. 2 


3 
Lo 
+ 
V: 
- 
1 by 


Prechyteriam he firſt received them again (into the Communion of the 
wenerant — Church, and then acquainted the People with it. I obſerve * 
; ws 0 this, becauſe Tb IT AY = _ St. Cy. ©: 

ws ej” prian determined fron the beginning of his Epi/copacy, was = 
|) pack mars? the effet of his pw, and Arblicery Conte 2 
Gefts in 04li- feenſion, 45%. To do nothing without his Peoples Conſent; 
vicn:m cede= "This, I ſay, was not a Thing he was 5ow:d to do by the Rules 
-rent—— 2w4 of his Epiſcepecy, for .then Cornelins had been as mnch bound 


ratis concurſus faBlus eff, — Una. grat wex omum gratias Deo agentium — Et ot ig 4 

rum propria verbs d:figu:m, nes inquiunt Cornelium Epiſcepurs ſauttifima Ecileſie, Ov. | 

aEp. 49-. Þ- 92, 93- E- 

| Afﬀer theſe Perſons were fo ſolemnly :Reconciled to the © 

Church, they themſelves, -by a Letter, gave an Account of +. 

it to St. Cyprian; an Account, I fay, which might bring more 7 

Light to the whok Matter, if it needed. any. # are certain, X 

ſay they, meoft dear Brother, that you will rejaycerwith us, when | 

you know, that oll Miſtakes are forgotten , .and we are Reconciled © 

: co Cornelius OUR BISHOP, and to ab the Clergy; to the © 

"FCerti-famus, (your Contentment and Good Liking of the whele-C huvch ?. LE; 

'Frater cariſſi- 

.-e, te quoque nobiſcum pari veto congavalere, nos habito -Confilio , wiilit ations Boclefre & 7% 

.paci mazis Conſalextes, enmbus rebus — O& judicio Dei veſarvatis, cn Cornelis 7 

EZPISCOPO NOSTRO paretcr £06978 Univerſo clero pacenm teeiſſe Cunt Gandio tion "2 
tUniver/e Eccleſia, prone: etiam. oniu Caritate. Ep.-53. p98. 

But 'yen may'fay, Did not the Rowar Pregbytery Conveen, 

during the #acavcy, after the Death of Fatzonys? Amd did - 

\ Not the Precbytery of Carthage meet frequently, during the 

time of St. Cypricn's. Seceſſion? How then can i be faid, ©. 

- That the Biſhop:had the /ole Power of Comvecating Pregbyters? 

1 anſwer, *Tis true, it was fo in both Caſes: Butchow? To 

+begin with the later; There was no Meeting of the Clergy 

at Cartbage, during St. Cyprian”s Seceſſion, without his Aur 

»thority:: And therelore we find, when he retired, he lk 3 7 
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= ©the'>tate of the Poor, and of the Clergy at Carthage; but to 


| the Cyprianic Age. AJ 
Delegated. Power with his Presbyters and Deacons, 'or an Al- 

lowance, call it as you will, to meet and manage the Afﬀairs 

of the Church, as occaſion ſhould require; but ſtill, fo as that 

they could do nothing of Adomenr without firſt Conſulrmn 

kim; and nothing, but what was of ordinary Incidence, 1s 

Regulated by the Canons. This we learn from many of his 

Epiſtles; Thus, in his Fifth Epi/#le direfted to his Presbyters 

and Deacons, Becauſe he could not be preſent himſelf, he 

required them Faithfully and Religiouſly to diſcharge both bus Office | | 
and their own, hich not only imports, that they had 4i- m x; 9,o:am 
ſtint Offices from his , but alſo, in expreſs Terms, /ertles a miki intercſ 
Delegation on them. He beſpeaks them after the ſame man- 7c no per- 
ner in his 12th Epiſtle", And more Authoritatively yet, 777. Loci 
Ep. 14. where he not only Exhorts, but Commands them to vw py Fg 
perform the Office of Vicars to him®, But then, how warmly Religiae ve- 
he reſented it, when ſome of them ventured beyond the Li- fra, fungami- 
mits of the Allowance he had given them; when they began 7 i9ic & we- 
to encroach on his Prerogatives; when they preſumed to 1, yy 
meddle in Matters for which they had no Allowance, andy, © * 
which were not in the common Road, nor Regulated by the, ,,...... 
Canons, you ſhall hear to purpoſe by and by. And from what ,;y { oc; FY 
T have already faid, the other Caſe, That of the Presbytery's Gradus me: 
Meeting in the time of a Vacancy, may be eaſily cleared allo ; conditio per. 
for tho they might meer, yet all they could do, was to provide 7**7e7 «7 
all they could for the Peace and Safity of the Church, by de- pg Ns 
termining in Ruled Caſes; juſt as may be done by infericur pofim — 
Magiſtrates in all other Corporations , or Socteties, in the time Sed Offcium 
of an Inter-Reign ; but they could make no ew Rales: And MEUM weſtrs 
there were ſeveral other Things they could not do; as I ſhall ©/#9*1"is Re- 
alſo ſhew fully within a little. In the mean time, having} yR ont 
mentioned how St. Cyprian, in his Abſence, gave a Delegation . , t 
to his Clergy, and Conſtituted them his Yicars; let me give aun —— 
you one Example of it, which may well deſerve to paſs for Vice mea fm 
_—_— Inſtance of A#s that were peculiar to himſelf; And gemini. Ep 14 
that 1s, | | Þ 31. 


Eighbthly , His Delegating, not his Pre$byters in common, 
but two of them galy, vis. Rogatianus and Numidicus, with 
790 Biſhops, Caldonius and Herculanus, not only to conſider 


Pro» 


50 


that Fattiom and Conſþ 


P Cum ego 
vor pro me 


Feliciſſimus -- 


Gon _— # and Faculties which were peculiar to a Biſhop. in St. Cypriar”s 


quam prion Time, and which could not be pretended to by Presbyters : 
a:xit, ut Ab- _ But theſe may be. ſufficient for a Sample, eſpecially conſis 
ftentum ſe dering that more, perhaps, may be diſcovered in the Pro 
mob1s fiat A ſecution of the next Thing I promiſed to. make appear, which 
Augendus W335, | 
ſntemtiam ferat Et quiſquis ſe conſpirationi & fattioni ejus adjunxerit , ſciat ſe in-Eccleſia 
nobiſcum non. eſſe Communicaturum. Ep. 41. þ. 79. ; 

q Caldonius cum Herculano & Vitor? Collegis (i.e. Epiſcopis) item cum Rogatiano &- 
Numidico Presbyterss, Cypriano ſalurem. Abſtinuimus communicatione Feliciflimum &- 
Augendum, &'c. Ep. 42. p. $1. | 


IT. That in every thing relating to the Government and, 
Diſcipline of the Church, the Biſhop bad a Negetive, over all 
the 'other Church-Governours within his Diffri#. He had the 
Supreme Power of the Xeys. No Man could be admitted into 
the Church; no Man could be thruſt out of the Church; 
none Excommunicated could be admitted to Penance,nor Ab- 
ſolved nor Reſtored .to the Communion, of the Chureh; no. 
Eccleſiaſtical Law could be made, nor Reſcinded, nor Dis 
ſfpenſed with, without him. In ſhort, all Eccleſiaſtical Diſci- 
pline depends upon the Szcraments, and neither Sacrament 
cou'd be Adminiftrated wighout his Alowance. If this Point, 
well proved, does not evince, That a Biſhop, in St. Cypriin's 
time, was a real Prelate, and ſtood in a real Superiority above 
all other Church Officers, 1 muſt defpaiz of ever proving any 
thing. And I muſt deſpair of ever proving any thing, if I 
prove not this Point. | 


1, To begin with Bapti/ , the Sacrament by which Per-" - 


ſons are admitted into the Church: That no Man could be 


Baptized without the Biſhop's Conſent, has as much Evi-. E- 
dence as can be well required for any A4atier of Fath,s 


For, 
| | Fir a 


protiounce his Sentence of Excommunication againſt Fejc;/:- 
 famuns and Augendus, and all that ſhould joyn themſelves t& 
iracy*, Which Delegation was, accor. ** 
dingly accepted of, and the Sentence. put in Execution, as, 7 
Vicariosmi- We learn by the Return, which theſe four Delegates, together 
ſerim -— with another Biſhop called Vi&or, made to our Holy Mar. ' 
tyr*, I might have eaſily colleted more Inſtances of Powers: *! 


»»  #-'e.&4 wi _— 
the Cyprianic Ape. ST 
” Bf, St. Cyprian could-not have expreſſed atyy thing more 
Full no more plainly, than he has done this. To omit that 
Z* Tellimony which he gives in his Exborrarion to Mariyrdow, 
 Z where he-fays, Biſbops, by our Lord's Allowance, give the firſt 
 * GBaptifſn 10: Buljevers*, Let us turn over to Ep. 73. in which « xr cantune 
> +heiinſiſtsdirely to this purpoſe. The Queſtion was, Whe- 9ui Domino 
'F ther Baptiſm performed by  Hereticks, or Sobiſmaticks, was prmittente pri- 
* Valid? St. Cyprian affirmed it was not. His Concluſion was "y "—— 
-* ſuch, as required ſome other Argument 'to ſupport it, than ,,,, ». 168. 
this own Anthority. It was therefore needful, that he ſhould _. 
= attempt to prove it; and that from received and acknow- 
| 7 Hledged Principles. Now conſider his Argument, T ſhall give 
> it in his own Words as near as I can Tranſlate them. *7z 
© -wanifeſt, ſays he, where, and by whom, the Remiſſion of Sins can 
' tbe proes, which # given in Baptiſm. For, onr Lord gave, faſt, 
* r0:Perer (on whom be built bs Church, thereby mſtituting and de> 
' morſtrating the Original of Unity, ) that Power, That whatſi- 
' ever he ſhould looſe .on Earth, ſhould be looſed im Heaven: Ant! 
>> tben, after bus Reſurre&ion,” be gave it to ail has Apoſtles, whon the 
> ſaid, As my Father hath ſent me, ©. (Joh. 20.v.2r, 22,23.) 
' Whence weldearn, that mone can Baptize Autboritatively, and give 
* Remiſſion of Sins, but the BISHOPS, ond thoſe 2vbo ave 
* FOUNDE D #n the Evangelical Law, and onr Lord's Infs- 
© tution: And, that nothing can be Bound or Looſed out of the 
* Church, ſeeing there's none, there, who bas the Power of Binding 
2 or Loofing. Further, Deareſt Brother, we want not Divine War 
 mantfor it, when-we ſay, That God hath *5peſed all Things by 
certain Law, and a ow Ordinance ; and that none can USURP 
= any thing againſt the BISHOPS, all being ſubjett to them : 
> For Corah, Dathan, and Abiram, attempted to aſſume to them- 
2 ſelves a Privilege - of Sacrificing againſt Moſes and Aaron the 
2 Prieſt, and they were Puniſhed *> ut , becauſe it was unlauful *.s 1ponfun 
= Thus St. Cyprian argued; and the force of his Argument lies ef, aut ui & 
> viſibly in this, That Bapti/m: performed by Hereticks or Sohiſma- per 7ws Remiſ- 
= ricks cannot be Valid, becauſe not performed by the Biſhop, nor /* F*ccotorim 
- >; with his Allowance, Now whatever comes of his Inference, 7% 7” yp 
#7 fire, it had been Ridiculous in him to have ſo Reaſoned, if his [alices dares ; 
#3} Amtecedent had not been a received Principle. | nam Petro pri- 
= : - mum Domin , 
"2 Jheper edificavit Ecdleſiam, & unde wnitatis Originem inſtituit & oftendit , poteſtatem 
7 _ Zedis ut a io ' Celis quod ile ge. is Terriy, - ns $6 cw 
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G'2 The Priitiples. of. 
ad Apoſtolos hquitur, dicens, Vicut miſit me Pater, &6, Unide iutelligimus nm nif” 
in Eccleſia prepoſitis,, & in Evangelica lege ac Dominica Ordinatione fundatis, licers Baptie 
zare, & Remiſſum peccatorum dare: Foris autem nec ligari aliquid poſſe nec folvi, ubi non ſit 
qui aut ligari poſſit, aut ſolyere. Nec hoc F.C. ſine Scripthre *diume Autoritate propmimus, 
ut dicamus certa lege cunita eſſe diſpnſita nec poſſe quenquam tontra Epiſcopes &'Saverdotes Uſur. 
pare ſebi aliquid, quod non ſit ſui juris & poteſtatis; nam & Chore, & Dathan & Abyron, 
contra Moyſen & Aaron Sacerdotem ſacrifitandi ſibi Licentiam Uſurpare conati ſunt : Nec ta- 
m1 quad illicite auſs ſunt, impune ficerunt. Ep. 73: Þ, 201. | 


Neither was St. Cypri«# ſingular in tlits, for Firmilian Biſhop 
of Ceſarea in; Cappadocia 1s as plain, ſaying, ( as I have cited 
him before) That tbe Biſhops, who Govern the Church, poſſeſs the 
Power of Baptiſm, Confirmation, and Ordination. And Fortuna- 
7:5 Biſhop: of Thurabors, another of St. Cyprian's Contempo. 
raries, in his S«ffrage at the Council of Carthage, is as plain as 
either Cyprian or Firmilian. Feſws Chriſt, ſays he, our Lord 
and God, the Son of God the Father and Creator, built has Church 
upon a Rock, and not upon Hereſie, and gave the Power of Bapti- 
zing to Bilhops, and not to Hereticks, &c.* Indeed, before 
St. Cypriar's time, we have Tertullian, who ſpent moſt of his 
Days in the Second Century, and who, in his Book about Bap- 
ziſm, againſt Quinti/la, to the Queſtion , Who may Baptize ? 
anſwers poſitively, The High-Prieſt, who * the Biſhop, hath the 

| Power of Baptizing z and. after him, or in. Subordination to 
him,*Presbyters aud Deacons, but not without the BIS HO Ps 

"ſu Chriſti 4 VT HORITY®. And before him, we have the Apo. 
Dominus neſter ſtolical Tgnatins, who ſpent almoſt all his Days in the Firf 
& Deus, Dei Century, and who ſays in exprels Terms, That it « not lawful 


Pairis © Crea- $9 Baptize without the Biſhop *. 
toris Filius , 
ſeper Peutram adificavit Eccleſiam ſuam, non ſuper —_— & Poteſtatem Baptizandi Epi- 
ſcopis dedit, nom Hereticis: Quare qui extra Eccleſiam ſunt, & Tontra Chriſtum ſtantes, oves 
ejus &f Gregemr ſpargunt, Baptizari non poſſunt. Cons. Carth. Suff.17. 

u Dandi quidem jus habet ſummus Sacerdos qui eſt Epiſcopus ; dehins Presbytert. © Diaconi,. 
non tamen fone Epiſcopi Auftoritate. Cap. 17. 

7 *Oux Zo icav awgis 3% Emoxome uTe Eanlitav, &c. Ad Smyrn. þ. 6. 


2. A Byhop, in St. Cypriar's time, had as much Power about 
the: Holy Euchariſt : No Presbyter within his Diſtrict could Ad- 
miniſter it without his Leave, or againſt his Interdit. St. Cy- 
prian's Teſtimonies to this purpoſe are innumerable. Let- 
me give you only One or Two, tor Inltance; Thus Tm 

T 
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the Cyprianic Age. 53 
16th Epifie written to his Presbyters and Deacons, he re- 
fents-it highly, that ſome of his Presbyters ſhould have dared 


to admit the Lapſed to the Sacrament without his Allowance. 
— he, deny me the Honour of which by Divine Right I am 


poſſeſſed, &c. Indeed, the 15th, 16th, and 17th Epiſtles, are | 
to this purpoſe '”. And- in his 5gth Epiſtle, having cited ** 1: ſublats 
Mal. 2. v.1, 2; he Reafons thus againſt all ſuch. Presbyters as 2vore quem m-- 
preſumed to Celebrate the Euchariſt without the Bzſhop*s al. _ _ ow 
lowance. 1s Glory given to God, when bis Majeſty and Diſcipline 7" contempt” 
is ſo contemned, that, when He ſays, He is Angry and full of Wrath py,;,; lege— 
againſt ſuch as Sacrifice to Idols, and when He threatens them quam iidem 
with everlaſting Pains and Puniſhments, Sacrilegious Perſons ſhould Martyres— * 
preſume to ſay,” Think not on the Wrath of God : Fear not the Di- nag —_— 
vine Fudgments :: Knock net at the Church .of Chriſt :- That ,,, 
they ſhould cur off Repent arice,, and the Confeſſion of Sins 5 and j;45; Commu« 
PRESBYTERS CONTEMNING and TRAMPLING municent cuns 
ON THEIR BISHOPS, ſhould preach Peace with Decei- lapſis, & offe- 


; x rant, Euchae 
wving Words, 'gnd grue the Communion, &C, ifiaus tri. 


dent. Ep.16. p.38.  * Honor ergo datur Deo, quando ſic Dei Maj:ſlas & Cenſura con« 

- $enmitur 'ut' cum ſe. ille indigi.avi'& iraſei Sacrificantibus dicat, & cum panas etcrnas & ſup» - 
plicia perpetua commineter: | Proponatur a Sacrilegis & dicatur ; ne ira cogitetur Dei ; ne ti= 
meatur judicium Domini ; nepulfeer ad Eccleſiam Chriſti : Sed ſublata yenitentia, nec ulla ex 
homologeſs Criminis faf#a, DeſpeQis:Epiſcopis atque Calcatis,: Pax a Presbyteris wverbis - 
fallacibus predicetur & Communicatio a non Communicantibus offeratur. Ep. 59. p. 135+ 


And, *tis a Paſſage very remarkable to this purpoſe, which 
we read in an Epiſtle of Diony/ins of Alexandria to Fabius of 
Antioch, ( both St. Cyprian's Contemporaries) in which he 
tells, how one Serapion, an-aged Man, after a long Perfeve- 
.rance in the Chriſtian-Faith, had firſt fallen from it in time'of * 
Perſecution, and then into a deadly. Sickneſs: How; after 
he had been dumb and ſenſeleſs for ſome Days, recovering 
ſome uſe of. his Tongue, he called quickly - for one of the 
 Presbyters of Alexandria, (for he lived: in that-City') that he 
might be Abſolved, and have the Sacrament, being perſiva- 
ded he ſhould not die till he ſhould be Reconciled to the | 
Church: And-how the Presbyrer being ſick alſo, ſent the Sa- 
crament. to-him:; - But by what Right or Authority ? By Dic- 
nyſius the Biſhop. For, ſays he, I had CO M MA-N D- 
That. any Lapſed, if in danger of Death, eſpecially if+ he was an 
bumbk Supplicant for it, ſhould be Abſolved, that he might go out 
£ og 2 of 
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Sy . The Principles of 
; | He-being Biſhop.of that 

Huirns 735 could not have been done. And-all-this was nothing'more 
dS mMe71ouf - than 1evetius had told the World long before, 'wiz. That ebat 
ver 9% Blu,  # 971) tobe deemed a firm and walid Eucharift, which ss 'Celebra. 
. $ ted by the Biſhop, or by his Authority *, 
wane, & x Teſmegy inerbouyTts wares, wit by eimdes dmanndt]ornu, 
'Exſeb. H. E. lib. 6. cap. 14. 3 

 *Exciry PtCale wyaugie 1yH 3, 1 Was 7 Emoxom Sou, i .p av dung th. 
gf. I1gn, ad Smyrn p.6. 


Let me only add one Teſtimony more: from St. Cyprian 
concerning both Sacraments; -but-luch an-one as ought not 
_ to'be neglefted. It is in his:-69th:Epiftle written to Adapnw, 
The great Purpoſe he purſues in it, is to repreſent the Atro. 
cious Guilt of 'Schif, arid the .forlorn Condition of -.Schi/© 7 
maticks; that they cannot have Yalid Sacraments, and that all |! 
their A#s are Nullities, ,&*c. Amongſt many Arguments -to | 
this effe&, he inſiſts on that famous one; Corah, Dathan,.aud 
Abiram, were of \that [ame Religion: that Moles. and Aaron were 
of, and. ſerved the ſame God \ Moſes avd Aaron ſerved: 
But becauſe they tranſgreſſed the Limits of their own Stations, and 
Ulurp'd 2 Power 4 mecrifeing. to themſelves, in oppoſition to 
Aaron the Prieſt, who was only legally Invefted with the Prieſt 
ood by God's Vouchſafement and Appointment : They were forth- 
with puniſhed in a miraculous manner'; neither cauld their Sacrife. 
ces be Valid or Profitable, heing offered Unlawfally »nd Irreligiouſly, 
aud againſt the Diume Ordinance. — Lind yet hel Men bad matle 
wo Schiſan: They had not departed from the Tabernacle, nor rai» 
fed another Altar, &*c. hich now the Schiſmaticks. do, (mean- 
ing the Novatians,) who. dividing the Church , and rebelling 
againſt Chriſt's Peace and Unity, are bold to Conftitute an | Epi- 
Goa) Chair, and afſims to themſelves @ Primacy, an Epilcopal 
Authority, and « POWER OF BAPTIZING and 
OFFERING, that is, Celebrating the Holy Eucharift. 
What can be more plain than tis here, That no Sacraments | 
2 Nam & Co- could be Adminiſtred but in dependence on the Biſbop * ? In- 
re,& Dathan, deed, 
&- Abyron, 


«xm Sacerdote Aaron & Moyſe, euyndem Deurm noverant , pari lege & Religione wiventer, 


unum O wverum Denm gui qulendus #:9ue inveeandus furrat, invenbant. Tame quis _—_ fu 
| us 


9. * TASTY Tm porn 
the: Cypreanic 4ge. Cw 
Minifterium tranſereſt contra Aaron Sacerdetem, qui Sacerdotium legitimum D:gnatione Der 
ai que Ordinatione pereeperat, Sacrificandi fibi Licentiam vimicarunt, Divinitus percuſſi—— 
Nec pebueruns rata. es. &r proficere Sacrifcia, irreligioeſe & illicite contra jus Divine diſpoſe- 
tronis obilata. —— Et. tamen illi Schiſma nos fecerant ; nee foras egreffiom Duod nuns bt 
Ecelefiam ſeindentes, &r - contra Fug &: unitavem Chriſti rebelles,, Cathedram ſibi confi- 
tuere, Of primatum, aſſumere, & Baptizandi a:que Offereadi licentiam vindicare conantue. 
Ep: 69. þ. 184. 


3- Conſidering that, as I have fully proved, a Biſhop was, 
then, the Principle of Unity to the Charch ;-that he was Chief 
Governour ef the Church ; and that, by conſequence, the: 
Supreme Power of the Keys could not but: belong to him: . 
Confidering that the Charch was a V3fible Society 5 that he was - 
the Viſiole Head of that Viſible Society 5 and, by conſequence, 
that it belanged to him as ſuch, to take care that Society might-. 
ſuffer no Detriment : Conſidering theſe Things, I ſay, it was. 
= highly reaſonable, that he ſhould have the ' Chief Power of | 
= Diſpenſing the Sacraments: Such a Power, as that neither might 
be 4ien/ed without him. What can be more Detrimental to: 
a Society, epechly fach a Society as 2: Chriftian Church, than. . 
admitting Unworthy Perfons to the Priviledges of it ? Or al- . 
lowing them to continue in it? Or reſtoring them to their Mem 
berfhip in the Society, after they have been j»/ty rhruft from 
it, withour conſidering whether they have 0s any Eviden- - 
ces of a, {ſerious Reformation? And who IÞ proper to judge | 
of theſe. Matters, as the Chief Governour of the. Society ® 
And now, | 

Having thus made it evident, that. a. Biſhop, in St. Cyprian's. : 
time; bad a Negative over all other Church-Officers within . 
= hi Diſtri&, in the grand Concern of Diſpenſing both Sacra, 
* ments; and that neither could be Admimiſtred without him, -. 
27 or againſt his Authority, I might fairly ſuperſede” the trouble. 
= of making either a Minute or a laborious Demonſtration: of: . 
his Sovereign Intereſt in the 4#s of Excommunication, or 
| Injoyning Penances, or reconciling Penitents, or making, or 
reſcinding, or diſpenſing with Eccleſiaſtical Laws or Canons ;: | 
in a word, in my thing relating to the Government or 
Diſcipline of the Church. All theſe 4#s depend upon the- 


= S:xraments. His Negative therefore, about the Difpen{ation of 


= the Szxcraments, had been in vain, and to no purpoſe, if he: 
| had.not had a Negative likewiſe about all theſe A#s. Beſides, 


you 


& vit. C/pr. 
poſtes ci. 


tance on which, the Order, the Subfiſtence;, the 


The Principles. 


you will. not readily fay, I think, that he could have had-z . 


Greater Truſt by having a Negative, in any other Matter than 
in the Diſpenſing of the Sacraments. Having that, therefore, 
he might well be int7ufted with a Negative in all other Things, 
either of equal (if any ſuch can be imagined) or Hr Impor- | 
Peace, the Purity, the Proſperity, or whatſoever Intereſt of 


the Church could any way depend. Yet that Imay give you 


all poſlible ſatisfaction, I ſhall proceed a little further, and. 
give you, by way of Hiſtorical Deduction, ſuch-an account | 


-of Powers lodged, e. g. in St. Cyprian's Perſon, as you may 


fairly judge.thereby, concerning the Preherainences of Biſhops 
in lus Time. 


The moſt current Account we have about him, is, that ® 
he was not Converted to Chriſtianity, at leaſt, not Baptized, | 
till the Year 245, That he was Ordain'd a Presbyter, 4s , 7 
247; and Biſhop of ry Amo 248,  Chronologifts &o- #7 


generally agree in this laſt Step of bis Preferment. Now, as 
we learn both from himſelf, and from Pontims his Deacon, 


ſome of the es gy Clergy were mighty Enemies to his Þ 


Belike, they took ir ill, that he, fo lately con- 


Promotion *. 


verted to the Faith, fo lately made a Presbyter, ſhould have ; ® 
been preferred to themſelves. However it was, certain it is, - * 
as I ſaid, that they appeared againſt him with all their mighe 


and main. But the People were ſo Generally and fo Zea- 


Touſly for him, to have him their Biſhop, that theſe his Ene- 


mies were overpowered. Made Biſhop he was ; and he was 


wichal-fo Strict and Cautious in his Life and Government, 
after he was made Biſhop, that it was not eaſie for the Muti- 


neers to wreck their Malice on him: But this was ſo far from 


foftening them, and bringing them to a better cemper, that, 
on the contrary, it imbittered them the more, and made 


. them the more watchful of all Opportunities to breed him 


Troubles, and diſturb his Government, Ac laſt, they catch*d 
hold of .one, and that a very dangerous one, in the time of 
the Decian Perſecution. | 


This Perſecution beginning towards the end of the Year ; 


249, and laſting for a full Year; coming on the Church, Z 


.aſter a lowg Peace, with a ſurprizing Vidlence, had my, 
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a Perſon ſo well Qualified, fo Eminent in every Virtue, agd- | 
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the Cypriantt Ape. 
Effeas, Vaſt numbers turned Apoſtates, Reiioiincin 

oe Holy. Faith;andSacrificing to the Heathen Idols: And oe 

prion: himſelf, cominianded by God, had retired from Carrbege 

till there ſhould-be ſome Reſentment of the we the Per- 

ſecurion... : Here,: Hay, his ſubtle Enemies found their ſolong 


ighty forward, if not furious, to be reftored to the Com- 
munion of the-Chuteh.' *Thd they knew filll well, that chey 


K Pugs: They knew, he was a Man' of Principles, 
and 


a mighty Zeal for the real Intereſts of Chriſtianity ; 
and,. by equence, that he wonld ſtand Refolutely by 2 6 


theLapſed to be ſooner reconciled, than the Canons allowed : 
They refolved theretore to fall in with them; thinking: that 
thereby. they | ſhould —— put a Thorn int his'Foot ; 
they ſhould enflame the Lapſed, and their Relations, per- 
chance, the great Body of the People againſt him. But this 
was not all. | | 

| It was not enough: for them themſelves to encourage the 


_ Lapſed in their Petulancies: The Biſhops Prelation over Pref. 
/byters was then ſo Notorious, that, as malicious'as they were, 


they had noe Impudence enough to fet up theirs in oppoſition 
to bx Authority, and Reconcile the Lapſed to the Church, 
meerly upon the ſcore of their own Credit, againſt his Wil 
and Orders; and therefore, they fell upon another Projec. 
If it was poſlible for any o#her to ſtand up againſt the Biſheps 
Authority, it- was chat of the Martyrs and Confeſſors, Theſe, 
for their Faith and Patience; their fervent Zeal, and fragrant 
Graces; their glorious: Courage, and good Example; that 
they might Perſevere themſelves, and others might be encou- 
raged to follow their Patern ; were held in mighty Reputa- 
ton. They were reputed as —_ to God, and in _ 

| om- 


The Principles of 
Commuſition with him, and nearer Approximation-to him, 
than Chriſtians of the common ſize: And their Interceffions 
had been in uſe of being much regarded in former Perſecu. 
tions. Theſe, therefore, as the only Perſons whoſe Credie 
could be feaſibly put in the Ballance with the ot Autho. 
or ha 


rity, the Holy Man's Supplanters inſtigated to efpoule the 
Quarrel of the Lapſed ; to become their Patrons, ving 
themſelves Abſolved againſt the Biſhop's Reſolutions. And 
eruly, ſome of them were fo-far wrought upon, as to turn 
Zealous for it: And, armed with their Authority, theſe diſ. 
contented Presbyters adventured' to Abſohve the Lapſed, and 
receive them to the Sacrament, without the Biſhop's Allow. 


ance. Now conſider what followed, and fpeak your Con- 


ſcience, and'tell me, if St. Cyprian was not more than either * 


Single Presbyter, or Pres«byterian Moderator. | | 
ho he was one of the mildeſt and moſt humble Men that 
ever lived; yet, ſo ſoon as this was told him, where he was, 
in his Retirement, he was not a little alarm*d: The Practice 
was furprizing, and the Preſumption ew, as. well as bold : 
The like had never been done before in any Chriſtian Church : 
And ſuch prepoſterous Methods clearly tended to ſhake all the 
Foundations of Order and good Diſcipline: And therefore 
he thought it high time for him, if he could, to give the 
Check to ſuch:irregular and unexampled Methods. In ſhort, 
he drew his Pen, and wrote "Three notable Epiſtles ; oe to 
the Martyrs and Confeſſors ; Another to his Clergy ; and a third 
to his People : Infiſting, in each of them, upon the Novelty 
and Unwarrantablenefs of the Courſe was taken ; the Diſho- 
- Nours and Indignities were done himſelf by itz and the great 
Miſchiefs and facal Conſequences might, nay would , un- 
avoidably follow upon it, if ic were not forborn. More 
particularly, | . N 
In that to the Martyrs and Corfeſſors, he told them, Thar 
his Epiſcopal Care, and the Fear of God, compelled him 10 Admo- - 
riſh- them, That, as they had devoutly and conragiouſly kept the 
Faith, ſo they ought, ſuitably, ro be obſervant o Chrift®s Holy 
Laws and Diſcipline : That, as it became all Chriſt"s Soldiers to 
obey their General's Commands ; ſo it was their Duty, in a ſpecial 
manner, to be Examples to others : That he had thought, the Preſ- 
byters and Deacons, who were with them, might have taught them 


fo 
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fo wnuch.:- But that now, to his extream Grief, he underſfood, they 
bad been ſo far from doing that ; that, on the contrary, ſome of them, 
efecialy ome Presbyters, neither minding the Fear of God, nor 
tbe Honour 

” 


of their Biſhop, had induſtriouſly miſled them. He 

complain'd mightily of the P o_ ſuch Presbyters, that 
againſt all Law and Reafon, t uld have dated to Reconcile 
the Lapſed without bis Conſemt, That herein they were more Cri- 
inal than the Lapſers themſelves : That it was ſomewhat Excu- 
ſable in the Lapſed to be earneſt for an Abſolution; conſidering the 

able State they were in, ſo long as they were denied the 
Communion of the Church : But it was the Duty of Office-bearers 
in the Church to do nothing raſbly, kf, in ſtead of Paſtors, the 
ſhould prove Worriers FA the Flock, Cc. And then he told theſe 
Martyrs and Confelſors, how far their Priviledges reached : 
All they could do, was, by way of bumble Supplication, to Peti. 
rion the Biſhop: for a Relaxation of the Rules K4 Diſcipline : But 
they had neither Power to Command him, nor Grant Indulgences 
without him *, Indeed, this he told them frequently, and » goxiciruce 
that they went beyond their Line if they ventured any fur- Loci eftri, & 
ther E timor Domint 

| " compeliit, fore 
ti ſemi & Reatiſſimi Martyres, admoncre ws literis roflris, ut a quibus tam devote &r fortiter, 
ſervatur fides Domino, ab iiſdem Lex quoque &- Diſciplina Domini reſervetur. Nam cum omnes 
milites Chr: fti cuſtodire oporteat precepta imperatori; ſui, tum vos mags preceptis.ejus 0btempo- 
rare plus convenit, qui exemplum ceteris fatti eſtis &-.wvirturis & timoris Dei. Et crediderant 
quidem Presbyteros & Diacones qui illic preſentes ſunt, monere v6: ty infruere pleniſſme circs 
Evangelii legem, ficut in prateritum ſ-mper ſub Anteceſloribus mſiris fatum eſt ——— Sed. 
wune cum maximo anmi dolore cognoſco, non tantum illic voi non ſuggeri Divina Pracefta, ſed 
adbuc potius impediri, ut ea—— a quibuſdam Presbyteris r: ſolvantur , qui nec timorem Dei, 
ec Epiſcopi honorem cogitantes —— Contra Evangelii legem —— ante affam peniten- / 
tiam, ante exomologeſm graviſſimi atque extremi deliii faffam, ante manum ab Epiſcopo & 
clero in penitentiam wpoſfitam, offerre pro illis, & Euchariſtiam dare, i. e. ſanfum Domini 
Corpus profanare audeant. Et Lapſis quidems poteſt in hoc venia concedi ; Quis enim nu 
mortuus vivificari properet ? Quis non ad ſalutem ſuam wenirs ſeſtinet ? Sed prepoſitorum eft pre- 
ceptam tenere, © wel properantes, wel ignorantes inſtrucre, ne qui ovium Paſtores eſſe deberr,, 
Lanii fiant. —— Petitiones & deſideria veſtra Epiſcopo ſervent, &c. Ep.15. þ. 33, 34- 
© Vide DeLapfis, p. 129,131,138. Ep. 16. p. 37. Ep.17.-p. 39. Ep.36. p. 70. 


In that to his Presbyters and Deacons, he wrote in a yet 
more deny, "ge He to'd them, He had long kepr his 
Patience, and held his Peace ; but their - immoderate Preſumption 
ani Temerity would ſuffer him no longer to be ſilent, For what a 
dreadful Profpeft , lays- he, muſt wwe have of 'the Divine Ven:- 


geance, 


« 
». 
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ance, wken ſome Prechyiers, \meither .mindfel Goftel, ar 
= own Stations, ner regarding rhe future Fudgments of . God, 
nor the Biſhop, who, for the tine, is ſet ever them; dare attempt 
what Was Beyer attempied before, under any of my Predeceſſors, 
namely, ſo to Aﬀrant and Conzerm their Biſhop, as to aſſume all te 
themſelves? And. then he proceeds. to tell. them, how be could 
overjogk end. bear with the Indignity done: to: his Epiſcopal _Authe. 
rity, if there were no wore #n it :, But the courſe they followed, was 
ſo wicked; they were ſo injurious to the Lapſed whom they preſumed 
to Recencile ſo. Uncengnically ; their Pride ayd. Popularity. were [a 
apperent in: their Method; it 045 ſuch. a Crirpe, ſo to Expuſe the 
Hartyrs to Envy, and ſet them gs Varzance with their Biſhop, 8&c. 
that be could ſtifie it wo Jonger. Jn ſhort, all oyer the Epiſtle he 
wrote. like a Biſhop, and congiuded it with a Peremptory 
Threatning of a preſent Suſpenſians from, the Euerciſe of their 
Office, and then an Inflition. of further Cenfures when he ſhould e- 
« Din patien- ta.» from bis Retirement, \i- they thauld-Perſevere in fach a 


tiam mam 1i- ] awlefs Courke * 

ani. F.C. quaſi | ETSY | ' | 

werccundum filentiuom noſtrum proficere? ad quicten, Sd cum querundam immeler ts Or ab. 
rupta preſumptio, temeritate ſus, & honorem Martyrum, & Confeſſorum pudor9n, &- Plihis 
wninvcrſe tranquillita:iem turbare conetur, tacere ultra non oporiet. — Quid enim non pericue 
Ium metuere debemus de offenſa Domini ; quando aliqui de Presbyteris, wee Evangeli i, nec 
Loct fui memores ; fed n:que futwum Domini judicium, neque nmnc ffbi Prapoſitum Epiſco. 
pum cogitantes, quod nunquam emnine ſub antecefioribus fatum eft, cam Contumelia & Con- 
noma Propoſi rotum ſibi windic. nt ? Contxryeliam Epiſcopatus neſtri diſſimulare Or ferre 
poſfem, ficut diffomulavi ſemper Of pertuli, ſed diffimulandi nunc Locus non eſt, quando arcipia- 
tur fatcrnitas neflra, a quibuſdam vefirum ; qui dum ſive rations reſtit ogy 1 thes 
efſe cupiunt, mags Laplis obſunt Exponunt deinde inyidia Beatos Martyres, & Glori pſos 


ſervos Dei cum Dei Sacerdete commit tunt. —=— Inmerim Texgerarii &* Incauti Tumid: quidam 


imer gs; qui hominem non cogizent, wel Deum timeant ; ſcientes quoniam fi ultrs in riſaene 
prrſeveraverint, utar ea admonitione, qua me uti Domizius jubet, ut interim prohibeantur 
offerre; AFuri & apud nos & apud Confefſores ipſos, & apud Plebem univerſam, cauſam 
ſuam, eum, Domino permittente, in {num matrit Eccleſia Colligi caperimus. Ep. 16. p. 36, 
37, 38. 1m l-ge toram Epiſt. | 


-In chat to his People, he praceeded on the faune Princi- 
ples; condemned cheſe Prague, who had acted fo diſor- 


derly, wer reſerving to he. Biſhop. rhe Honour of (his Chair and 
Prieſebood : Toid them , That theſe Precbyters gught to have 
taught the People otherwiſe ; Laid tO their Charge the Aﬀecta- 
tion .of Popularity ; and required fuch of the Peaple as had 
gat fallen, to take Pains upon the Lapſed; to try to bring 


them ' 


> 
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che/t0 4 hottai Triperz 5 perſiads cle to hearken to, 1, 
his Counſel, and wait his Return,. ©, ©! 0 
Presbyteris nec Evangelii memores — Nec ils lonorem Sacerdotit:fu; &- Cathedre 
reſervantet,: jam cum Laplis commadcare cepiſſe — Vos quiden Noſtri Presbyteri & D:a- 
coni momere ” ut commend stas'ſibi Dves ' fouerent.  =—— Ego Plebis noftre & quietem 
mui-pariter & timorem, qui5n ſatiefattione Dei; & Jeprecatione wigilarent, nift ilos quidem 
de. Presbyteris GRATIFICANTES dewpifſent.  Vel' os itaque' ſmgules regite, &+ - 
Conſilio ac Koder atione weſtra, & ſecundum divina pracepta Lapſorum .avimic temperate, &v«. 
Fp. 17. p-39- / | ON 


Here were three Epiſtles written, I think,-in plain Prela- 

tick Stle ; ſure, neither in_the Srite of Single .Presbyter, nor 
Presbyterian Moderator : Etpecially if we conſider the. very 
next, written to his Presbyters and Deacons upon the ſame: 
Principles, ſtill. He had written to them ſeveral times be- 
fore from the Place of his Retirement, but bad received no. 
Anſwer from them. Now conſider how he Reſents this, and, 
Reſenting it, aſſerts his own Epiſcopal Axthority; his own. 
Sovereign Pawer in Eccleſiaſtick Matters :' For thus he be- 

ins; 1 wonder, dear 'Brethren, that yeu have returned no. An. 
Sas ro the many Letters I have ſemt you ; eſpecially. confidering, 
that now, in my Retirement, you ought to inform me of every. 
thing that happens ; that [o 1 may, aduiſedly and deliberately, give 
Orders concerning the Affairs of the Church ©, Tet any Man lay., i 
theſe four Letters together, and weigh them imparcially, and þ/c 04mm. 
then let him judge if St. Cyprian wrote in the Stile of Parity, :ar Epiftulas 
w he claim'd not a Sovereign Power, a Negative, to himſelf, meas ques ad 
over all the Chriſtians, Presbyters as well as others, living 9 Fequenrer, 
within his Diſtrict. ge 0 wiſts + vn 
fiſe, cum fraternitatis neſtre vel utilitas wel neceſſitas fic ntique gubernetur, ſi.4 hi gt 
firufti, rerum gerendarum Conſilium limare poſimus. Ep. 18.*p. 40. 


But did not Cyprian ſhew too much Zeal in this Cauſe ? Poſe 
fibly, he attempted to ſtretch hus Power a little too far; as after... 
wards many did : He was 6 Holy and Meek Man, but ſuch may 
be a litile teo High. . So I read, indeed, in a late Books, 5 Ratimnal De- - 
But it ſeems, the , AL has found himfelf very ſore put to ic {4 of Nor 
when he faid fo: For how can one not be fore put to it, when Co icy , 
he cannox eſcape but by keking for Refuge in a Reconcilia- B+ TM 
tion between Pride and Patience, Superctliouſneſs and-Se'f. 
denial, Huffynefs and Humilicy, Carnal Height and. Chri- 
fttan Holineſs ? Bur co let this paſs, : Had 


P 


: Kr ry Sane IP 

- ther, hg poſtble for.him'to- have ſaid ſo, had he had. 
* but an ordinary Acquaintance with St. Cyprian, or his Epiſtles? 
' Charge Pride on. the Humble Cyprian 1 Cyprian, who was fo 

__ Foml l,. that: from. the Conſcience of hisown Nothing- 
neſs, he has: ſtill been looked upon'asa Patern of Humility! 
Cyprian, -whoſe Humility would not allow him almoſt to ſpeak 
in the Srile of Authortty, even to Female Laicks ®1 Cyprian, | 


tÞ ad has he- 


- quimur, has who was perſwaded, that God would hear none but the 


« ad hortamur i" . : Z 

— Humnble.andQuist | Cyprian, who-beligved,. that none-could 
j - cmd. cl  Chrifien” and withal, be Proud .and Haugbty.* ! Who © 
- reftste: Nos Infiſted; on hs own. Humility.in that very Epiltlc, for which Z 
- gued extremi that Author.charges him with Pride '! Who, if in any; thing, ® 
 & minimi & Gloried moſt in his Humble and Baſtful Modefy ® ! Who, when, Þ 
"fre edmodum accuſed of Pride, could Appeal nor only to all Chriſtians, but 


. eonſeii, aliquia &ven to the Heathen Infidels, as Witneiles of his Innocence " ! 


. #dCenſuram li Cyprian, whe had -this. Great Teſtimony from ſome; of his 7 
 centie vindice- Contemporaries, . That be was the Greateſt Preacher, the Moſt © 
- 2114, Oc. D* Eloquent Orator, the Wiſeſt in Counſel, the Simpleſt in Patience, © 


) "a the Mot Charitable in Alms, the Holieft in Abſtinence, the Hum: © 


i $7 0s Domi- 


 Conſpexeerit, that, if we may believe his Deacon Portis, He. fled and lurk'd ©: 
entos 6b inimi- 21hen they were going to make him a Biſhop®! Such, that when ©? 
pk. -orrng St. Augnffine, many years after, was preſſed with his Autho< 7 
exhibebit. » 7 AY © © nr 20 - Þ EE 
| Ep. 11, p.26. Tity, he came off with this, The Authority of Cyprian doth © 
*k. Ex quiſquam per ipſum (Chriſtum) nunc, atque in ipſo vivens extollere ſe audet & ſuperbire? 
i; Ep.43. f- 30- = . \ : We 
'1 Yide Superius Citata, ex Ep. 16. "i =. 
m Nec nos putes, F. C. noftra & humans conſeribere, at ultronea woluntate hoc nobis auda»® | 
Fer aſſumere, _ Mediocritatem noſtram ſemper humili & werecunda maderatione teneamus. ©; 
. Ep. 63. þ- 148, E Hogs HE 

T. Humilitatem meam & Fratres onnes, & Gentiles quoque optime norunt & diligunt. 
. Ep. 66. p. 166. lbs : N04 
"0 Et enim omnibus in Traftatu major, in Sermone facundior, in Conſilio ſapientior, in pati« 
entia fimplicior, in Operibus largior, in _Abſtinentia ſanttior, in Obſequio humilior, & in au 
bono tnnocentior. Ep. 77. 234+ > | Get 7 N 
P — Pefins illud tuum Candidum ac Beatum — Ep. 78. p. 235. wn De Animi ti oa -* 


adore ——— Ep. 79, p. 236. 


4 Pontius in vi.a Cyp. ?. 3. oh 
: CN ,770t 


bleft in Obligingneſs, and the Moſt Innocent in: every Good 
- - nw humiles && <4&10*! And from others, That he had a Candid and a Bleſſed © 
| QUIEr0S wenn Breaſt ! &c.* Ina wor d, Cyprian, whoſe Humility was ſuch, 5, 


II > © 
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wh Piphe me; becauſe the Humility of Cypriaty encourages me !- : 
ot S aſian a C ians' And ye'lo Proud Was he, for- gr rms 
dutiful ON” by his prefiimin grefcic bumili. 


ſooth, for doing his: 
ripe PRES Wh 


ly | trample 


What I have faid, methinks, might be enough in all con- Augutt. 1. 2.. 


ſcience, for defeating for ever that Uncharitable, ſhall I fay, 
or Ignorant Suggeſtion , That it was Pride, perhaps; that 


4} pronged Cyprian to write 1o Magiſterially to the: Carthag 1. 


resbyters; yet, becauſe a farther Diſcuſſion of-it. may- 


nan 


2 contribute not a little for clearing up the Biſhop's Negrive, 


in St. Cyprian's time, I ſhall not grudge to'give ic you; '- - 
St. Cyprian had three ſorts of People to deal. with-in that 


27 Controverſie, which bred him;:fo much Trouble. : He had © 
= the Lapſed themſelves;: the artyrivand Cofeſſors ; and theſe 
7 Prebyters and Deacons, who'had encroached fo much on his : 
= Epiſcopal Authority. | 


L53IT 240 165 a 
-I am apt: to think, the Author himſelf, with whom I have - 


: now to do, will not be ſhy to grant, That St. Cyprian, with--- 
XZ out incurring: the Reputation of either Proud or Preſumptuons, 


might have chided the Lapfſed, as we find he did; They had * 
Cowardly renounced their Chriſtianity, to fave their Lives 


Y and Fortunes'3 and the Canons ſubjeted them to'a-ſtridt and * 


a long Penance for it: And I think, without the imputation 
cf either Height or Humour, one in St. Cypriar's Station might - 


A have put-them -in mind-of*the- Reſpe&t they owed to the - 


Canons of:the Church, and the Governours of ir: Indeed, 


- all the Lapfed were not engaged in the diſorderly Courſe, 
2 There-were ſome of them who were ſenſible of their Duty, 
23 and ſubjeRed themſelves to their Biſhop, reſolving to wait his + 


time, and intirely to depend upon him for their Abſolution, 
as we learn from his 33d Epiſtle. 

His-Difficulty was greater with the Martyrs and Confeſſors, 
who appeared-as Patrons to the Prejudicating Lapſed ; but - 
neither-need-I infiſt on: that, nor how he. conquered. them 
in point 'of - Right and Argument : For, this: Author told ' 
Dr. Stilling fleet, He: was wholly out of rhe way in medling with” 
that. Matter, ſeeing none ever imagined that every Martyr had ' 
Charch Power. ''Th6-\I muſt tell you, Sir, /iThat whoſo reads. 
St, Cyprian's Works, and particularly. obſerves .che State _ 

TY Qs : 
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gn _ Power of the Keys, as being Biſhop, 5.e. as having the | 
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Management-of: this whple Controverfie abont the Lopſed, 


cannot but be 'comvinced, that the:Repuration and-Aucho. 


ng yri and. — by ante greater Figang 
in-it, than: the Reputation: or Authority: of Prezbyters;:; To 
coine therefore to that which is the main Poine with: this 
{us try, if St. Cyprian ftretch!d bus Power to far in bir 


'of-: the Presbyters ,. who —_—_ ed againſt him 
1 this Coomoverts ; Conſider the following Steps , and. i 
r. Conſider that St: Cyprian doth tiot'fall a b»fing or h:&o. | 

ring,or runningithem down by Noiſe or Clamour. No, © He 
_ Reaſons the Caſe with them, and Reaſons all along from # 
& known and received Prigciples. He: tells them plainly in- | 
<. deed, That inPrefuming as they had done, they had for: | 
« 7otten beth the Goſpel, and their own Station : That he was | 
«.their' Swperiour : 'T tiat they did not pay him the Homar 3 
© that was due to his Chair and Chardtter : That the lhe had | 
« never. been. attempted before by Presbyters, under any of 
<« ' his Predeceſſor-Biſbops: That it was a Faftiow, Scifiſh 'Tem- 
«' per, and too great Love of Ws rs. that prompted them | 
© to Meaſures .ſo in no-wiſe Preſidented : he. knew the | 
< Secret of the Matter,and that it was the o/d Gradge againſt * 
© his being m— to the Biſhoprick that byaſ'd them to 
<<. their encies: 'That. it belonged to him as having the 7 


Soverei q in ' Church Matcers, to fraiten or 2 
© the Sinews of Diſcipline ; to prolong or the Cour. 


& ſes of Penance ; to gran Abſolutions, and reconcile Penj. 
<« tents, &c. That ſuch Prefumptions were Encroachments © 


« upon the very Foundations of the Church, to the Subver- ® 
© ſion whereot, their pretending_-to op P_y in.oppoſi- 7 
&« tion'to the Biſhops, tended: In ſhort, That ſuch Practices = 
«< were againſt Chriſt's I#itutiov, and the Analogies of Go- 
© yernment, and all the Laws of Order, Peace and Unity; 
« And 'they deſerved the ſharpeſt Cenſures for them. © 
Theſe, I fay, are a Sample of the Arguments St. Cyprian in- 7 
on: againft thoſe Presbyters; and moſt 'of them were | 


founded on Harter of Fai: And now, ſuppoſe St/Cypries _ 
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the Cyprianic Ape. 
had confiderable Doſes of Pride, yet if you will. but allow 


kim, wichall, to have had ſome Grain: of Common Senſe or 


Honeſty, can you fo much as imagine he cou'd have uſed fuch 

, if they had wanted Foundation ?' Would he not 
have been aſhamed to have uſed them, if be, and not bu 
Presbyters, had been -guilty of the a he was Con- 
deinning? But what needs more? Have I not filly proved 
already, That a Biſhop, in St. Cyprian's time, was the Prin. 
ciple of Unity to all the Chiſtians, Presbyters as well a 
others, within his Diſtrit? And that he was a Sovereign 
and Peerlef Governour of the Church which he Ruled, And 
were not all his Reaſonings founded-on theſe Principles ? But 
this is not all ; for, | 


: 2. Conſider- that: they were'not all-the Presbyters of Car= » 
thage, who were engaged in the Quarrel. No: R:gatianzs, 
Brits, Numidicas, and, perha many more, whols Names 
are not tranfnited to us, would never joyn with thoſe of the 
Fattion; but ſtill continued in their Duty to Se. Cyprian, And 
can we think, t would not have joyned with their Bre- 
thren for the Maintenance of their. own Rights and Privi- 
px oe Cyprian had been - the Uſurper ? If he had been 
Claiming a Sovereign Power, without any Pretence of Right to 
it? If he had been driving at a-Prelacy, when 'the Govern. 
ment of the Church belonged to Presbyters aQting in Parity ? 
We learn from St. Cyprian. himfelf, That, in thoſe Times, ir 
was a mighty Wickedneſs for Men to part tameiy with-1heir Rights 


and Powers in Divine Matters *. And can we think, that Ro: : Quam pericus 
y_ Br atzmes 9 and Numidicas, vere 198N0T ant of this 2 Or, loſum fit nutom 
uppoſing that ſhould have had ſmall Weight with them, is in Pivinic re- 


» . +. PR - . b 5 M ut - 
Power ſuch a guſt] Thing, that Men will eafly pait with ir = fore fred : 
- puteſtate, fc. 
Ep. 73- Þ. 209. 


without any Reaſen 2 But to go on. 


3. Even thoſe very Presbyters and Deacons of the Fa#ion 
came once to ſomething like a Duriful Submiſſion in the Mat- 
ter. They lower'd their Sails, and began to wave Apologies, 
and knit Excuſes for what they had done.” They endeavou- 
red to put a fair Face upon the foul Steps they had made: 
They wrote to Cyprian, That they had done what they could 
to bridie the Feats of the Lapſed, _ obiige them to con- 
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66 The Principles of 
tinue in their Penances, till his Return from: his Retirement; 
but that they were ſo Utgorerhable: and Stiff, 4nd urged a 
reſent Abſolution ſo eagerly. and irreſiſtibly, that they were 
orced, it: a manner, to: comply with their Humours: But 
now ſeeing they found, that he, their Biſhop, was ſo much 
diſpleaſed with what they had done, they asked a FORM 
root Liter from him, 4. e. his Will, and. Pleaſure in the. Matter * And 
weſtras, F.C, NOW, let any Man conſider, whether St. Cyprian or theſe 
quibys ſeripſi= Presbyters had been in the Wrong before? Whether He or % 
fs ſalubre Con- They had: acted beyond: their Zines? But I have more to telt 
film =/-om you: For, | 
tribus noſtris, ut temeraria feſtireatione depoſit, Riligroſuam patimntiam Deo prebeant, ut cum 
in unum per ejus miſericordiam wvenerimus, de omnibus ſpeciebus ſecundum Reelefiaticam Difei« 
plinam traftare poſſimus. —— Quoniam tamen ſignificaftis quoſdam immoderatos iſe & Comes 
municatiomem accipiendam feſtinanter wrgere'; Kt deſideraſits in bac. #& FQRMAM a me 
wobis dari &re. Ep. 19. pe gle | = 
4- Theſe Presbyters, who had thus tranſgrefied the Bounds 27 
of their Station, were generally Condemn'd for it, by their 
Brethren Presbyters, ail the World over: At leaſt, we have * 
ng remarkable. Inſtance in the Presbyters:of Roz. Take © 
it tNUS. | . | #Y "1:2 8 
St. Cyprian being a Wife and Watchful, as:well: as an. Holy. | 
and Humble Prelate; one, who had till before his Eyes tha © 
Conſervation of the Order, the Peace, and the Unity of % 
the Church Catholick; and perceiving that the Controverſie 7 
concerning the Reſtitution of the _ might be of bad 
Influence on thoſe- great Intereſts, if not prudently deters 7 
mined; thought fit to acquaint his Brethren of -che Epi/copal 2 
Colledge with it, and ask their Sentiments abont it: And be: ® 
cauſe there was no Biſhop then at Rome, he wrote to the Preſ- 


byters and Deacons, the Roman Presbytery. The Epiſtle is L 


the 2oth in Number. In which he deduced the whole Mat: 7 
ter to them, and told them particularly, how he had Exerted & 
his Epiſcopal Authority, in its Vizour , againſt ſuch of his i 
Presbyters: as, without his Leave, had boldly and preſump- * 
" 7rem Preshy- tuouſly Abſobved the Lapſed, and given them the Sacrament®, 
teris & Diaco- Now conſider their Return to him: You have it in the Z 
nibus nen defuis zoth Epiſtle, 1 


Sacerdotii vi- 


gor, ut quidam Diſcipline minus m mores , & temeraria feſtinatione precipites qui tam lapſis W 


communicare jam ceperant campremerentur. Ep. 20. þ. 43. 
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fence the Death of Fabianus of moſt Nob 


WS the Typriamic Age. 
They bef$in with the Acknowledgment of his Swpream and 
Unaccountable Power within his own Diltri&, which I ob- 
ſerved before": They impute it to his 24odeffy and Caution, » page 
(not to his Pride and Petaancy,) that he'had been pleaſed to 


67 


' Communicate his Meaſirres:to them : They approve the Courſe 


he had- taken with the Lapſed: They compare him to the 
Maſter of a Ship, ſitting .at the H:/m, who, if he fteers not 
right, -and keeps not a feddy Courſe, eſpecially in a Storm, en- 
dangers the Ship, and runs her upon Rocks or Shelves: And 
I think, the Maſter of a Ship doth not a6 -in Parity with the 
reſt of the Mariners, And further, They compare thoſe 
who, at that time, endeavoured to interrupt the Courſe of 
his Diſcipline, Presbyters as well as others, to the Tumiling 
Wives, \{triving to Rake the Maſter from the Helm, and ex- 
poſe all to the Hazards of Shipwrack. In plain Terms, the 
condemn the Courſe of Reconciling the Lapſed, fo Undun- 
fully and Rebelliouſly. As for chemſelves, they tell him, 
(and pray take notice of it;) That, wanting a Biſhop, they 
could define nothing inthe Matter : Fre him, I fay, That 
| e Memory, through: the 
Difficulties of the Times, and the Encumorances of their 5ff airs, 
they had not got a Biſhop Conſtituted; who -only could define in 
theſe Matters, and determine in the Caſe of the Lapſed with 
A UTHO RITY and Connſe _— Bat withal, they cell him, yy Quanguanm 
That, for cheir-parts, they were extreamly well pleaſed with nebic differen 
the -Courle he-had taken; :namely, That he had reſolved to 4 bjws rei 
do nothing raſhly,” to* take 'no'ſudden Reſolutions in a Mat. "7s major 
ter of ſuch Conſequence, but to- wait till God ſhould-grant j;,”,p 2.7 
him opportunity of Treating about it with others, and deter- ſum biliſioe 


' ' mining withcommon Advice in ſuch a tickliſh Caſe *: Where meonrie viri 


obſerve by the way, 'That they do not found the Wiſdom of F#%ian', non 
this his Reſolution - on ;any thing -like the Incomperency of his _ 4 bud _ 
umn © tevporum'difficultates couſtitutus, qui- omnia ifhe 1modoretur , & eorum qui Lapli ſunt 
foffis cum AUCTORITATE".& Confilio habere Rationem. Ep. 30. p. 59. _ 

* Qnanquam ndbis in tam ingenti negotio placeat quod O& tu ipſe trataſti , prius Eccleſia pas 
rem ſuſtinendum, deinde, fic rollatuoe Conſilioram cum Epiſcopis, Prerbyteris, Diaconis, Confeſſa= 
Fibar pariter ac finntibus {atois falta, Lapſwam trattare ratimem. Perquam enim nobis & 
mvidieſum'tr Oneroſum wider, non per mulres Examinare, quad per wultos Commiſſum videas 
tur Tuiſſe ;- &r- unum ſeutentian. dicere <um- tam grande Crimen -per multos diffujum notetuv 


| es uoniamn nicfirmum aecrerum poreft ofſe quod non Plurimerun willebitur habuiſſe conſens 


n.' {bid. 
K 2 Power, 


$1284 THRS 


” Cufus fempe= 
ramomuti Mode 


ramen mes hic tenere Querentes, din, & quidem multi, & quidem cum quibuſdam Epiſcopis vi- 
tins nebis Of appropinquantibus & quos ex alits provinciis longe poſits Perſecutionis iſtius ardor | 
ejcccrat, ante Conſtitutimem Epiſcopi nilnl innovandum put avimus,: ſed Lapſorum curam Medio. 
critcr temperandam efſe Credidimus, ut, interim, dum Epiſeopus dari a Deo nobis ſuſtinetur, 7 


The Principles of 


Power, for having determined Þ bas» coggrantng the 
ea 


e R they give 


Lapſed, within his own Diferitt : No, 


for it, ſuppoſes his Power to have been fully Adequate and 


Competent for that Eff# 5 and, that if he had given the ſal 


Stroke, no body could have Quarrel'd it: For they inſiſt only 


on the Rules of Prudence, which, if 1 miftake not, are quite, 


different from the- Rules of Power. They tell him, it might | 


_ Invidions - and IO for one Biſhop to Determine by 
ſelf, in a Caſe in which oh Biſhops were concerned; and that ut 
was Providemly done of him to d: fire the Confent of bs Colleagues, 
that bis Decrees rhight be Approved and Confirmed; That the 


might not be made void through the want of the Bratherly Ratifi. © 
catzon, Theſe are the Reafons, I fay, for which they jaſtitie # 
his Caution z and theſe Reafons ſuppoſe he had Pewer to have 


done otherwiſe, tho not fo wiſely, nor fo warily, And then 
they tell him over again, That they had met frequently, and car.- 


wv«/ſed the Matter ſeriouſly; They had tofſed it, not only among E. 
themſelves, but with ſeveral. Biſhops, far and near, as they bad oc. | 


caſton to be in the Ci: '”; and that tall the Conchufton Was, That they be 


ſhould attempt no Innovations vill a Bifbop ſhould be ſettled : All the 


had Reſolved was, That theſe of the Lapſed, whoſe Health might. | 


allow, (lould continue in the State of the Penitents, till God ſhould © 


gram them a Biſhop). 


3n-ſuſpenſe corum qui Noras poſſunt dilationis ſuſtinere, cauſa t:ueatur. Ibid. p. 60. 


Neicher wasthis a meer Complement to our Holy Martyr: 


Indeed, in all this, they gave him a. true Account of their 7 
Real Sentiments and Principles, as we learn from another 


Epiſtle of theirs, wherein they had neither Occaſion nor 

emptation to Complement Biſhops. The Epiſtle is that which 
is the Eigh:h, amongſt St. Cyprian*'s, An Epiſtle written by 
them to the Presbyters and Deacons of Carthage; to Perſons 


of their own Rank and uality . By conſequence, an Epiſt! e. | 
Soo it, had the Principles of thoſe ; 


in which, had they unde 
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Times allowed it, they might have ſpoken their Minds very | 


$eely concerning the Power of Prerbyiers. Never had Presby: £ 
ters, I am ſure, more Freedom, or better Opportunity , to- 7 
| >; | have 2 


the Cyprianic Age. 
have aſſerted their own Power, and Vindicated Parity, and 
Condem'd Prelatical Uſurpations, in an Epiſtle, than they had 
on that Occaſion ; for Fabiame Biſhop of Rome was' dead, 
and Cyprian Biſhop of Carthage was retired; and fo. it was 
written Þ lea 5 who had »o Biſhop, to Pres5yters in the Y 
abſerice of their Biſhop : And yet, in that Epiſtle, 'they were + 
ſo far from having any fuch Notions, that they ſaid expreſly, 

That both 'T ves who wanted One, and thoſe of Car- . 

tbage who wanted the Preſence of One, were only ſeeming!) . 

the Governours of thoſe refpeftiue Churches ,, and. only kept 74 

Flocks, in ftead of the reſpettive Paſtors, the Biſhps*, And fur. *E cum in- 
ther, telling what Pains they had been at to. keep People ©#7%t mobi 
from Apoſtatizing in the Day of Trial, they account how bahay 
they Treated thoſe who had fallen, particularly, that they FIC z Ps 
did ſeparate them from the Flock indeed, but fo as not to STORIS wu 
be wanting in their Duty and Afliſtance to them: They did /o4re Gregem. 
what was proper for their Station : They exhorted them tq ©: 3-7: 16. 
continue patiently in their Penances, as being the moſt plau- | 
ſible Method for ob:aining Indulgences j#ors-bim who could give A 
them *; That is, without Controverſie; froms:theBiſhop when *Sed ipſer cober.. 
he ſhould be ſettled. For fo re2d'inan Epiſtle, written at *2'7 ſums &r' 
* chat ſame time by Ceterinas a Roman, to Lucienw a Carthagi- hert amur agere: 
* »ian, and the 21ſt in Number among S6Cyprizn's, that when * wes f 
2 the Cauſe of Numeria and Candida, two'Female Lapfers, was ——_ yo 
2 brought before the Presbytery of Rome, thePresbytery coamman- run: recipere ab 
= ded them to continue as they were, 43.e. in the State of Penitents, £9 WW? PO. 
= till a Biſhop: ſhould be Inthroned*; And now, let any Man _ PRA. 
judge, whether; according to the Principles and Sentiments _—_ Jeid. 
3 of the Presbyters of Rome, St. Cyprian or his preſuming Preſ. > g....... 
23 byters had, taken. roq much upon them at Carthage, But neither — Jam 
2# 6sthisall yet; for, | Precperant 7A 
8 ; FS, ; epoſitt Ian. 
3 F: Theſe Corthaginian Presbyters were alfs Condemned by #:ſper fic eſſe, 


n + d i 
the Roman Martyrs and Confeſſors, who, th5 they were in omg be ag 


\ 23 Priſon, had learned the-State of: the-Controverſie, from. the ruatur. Ep.2u 

= Accounts St. Cyprian had ſent to Rome, two of them, Moyſes py. 46, 

7 and Maxim, being alſo. Prezbyters.. Theſe Martyrs and Con 

= few; wrote alfo.to St. Cyprian, and to. the ſame-purpoſe the 

3 Roman Clergy had done: Their Epiltle. is the 31ſt in. num- © 
- 7 ber: la which, they not only beg wich a peculiar Earneft- 

= KB _ hb. a g , Es oes.: R nes, 


The Principles of © 
neſs, That he, being ſo Glorious a Biſhip, would fray. for them; 
They not only lay a ſingular ſtrefs upon his Prayers beyon« 
the Prayers of others, by reaſon of the Opinion they had 
of his Holy Virtues, which, Tam apt to think, ſuch Men as 
they would not probably have done, had they believed him | 
to have been a Proud airing Prelate, that is, indeed, a Limb | 
of Antichriſt, as this Author would fain give him out to have 
Deen : But alſo hey heartily Congratulate his diſcharging, ſo | 

-Laudibly,:his Epiſcopal Office; and that even in his Retire. # 
-ment, he had made it ſo much his Care to acquit himſelf, :hat 7 
be bad halted in no part of bs Duty; and particularly, That be * 
Dad ſuitably Cenſured and Rebuked, not only the Lapſtd, who, litth | 
' regarding the Greatneſs of their Guilt, had, in hs Abſence, extor. © 
fed the Churches Peace from bi Presbyters \, but even theſe Preshy- ® 
ters for rheir profane Facility, in giving that which was Holy to 
\Dogs, and caſting Pearls before Swine, 2ithout any Regard td the ® 
| Goſpel. In ſhort, They Approve his whole Proceeding, as | 
 _ having done nothing Unſuitable to his CharaRer, nothing | 
© Pete ergo Cy- Unbecoming either an Holy or an Humble Biſhop®. Further | 
:priane cariſſi- yet. | 
: 36, wt 10s gra- 
"ria ſus Dominus — armet & illuſtret =— Cui enim magus hee ut pro nobis petat, mandare | 
» Rebemus, quam tam Glorioſo Epiſcope ? —— Ecce aliud gaudium neftrum quod in Officio Epi» 3 
'Kopatus tui, Hicet interim, a Fatribus pro temporis conditione diftraftus es, ramen non dt= © 
|; fuiſti —  Animadvertimus enim te congruente cenſura & eos digne :bjurgaſſe, qui immemores S 
- $elifforum ſuorum, pacem a Presbyteris, pr abſentiam tuam, f.ſtinata &r prec:/piti cupiditate Þ 
 extorſiſſent, & ILLOS qui fine reſpettu Evangelit,, Santtum Domini Ganibus, & Margarie © 
- Fa; porcis, profane facilitate donaſſent. ' Ep..31. [ 
6. Theſe. ſame Carthaginian Presbytets reſuming' their for- 3 
"mer Boldnefs, and Tippryg it over again with their Biſhop, 7 
were Excommunicated 'by him, 'and his Sentence was Appro. 7 
'ved and Ratified by all Cath:lick Biſh ps in all Cathotick * 
Churches all 'the World over, as ſhall be ſhewn you fully by & - 
and by. And then, =. 


+. And laſty, That in all this Matter St. Cyprian 'did' no- 
thing either Proudly or | Preſumpruocafly, is' evident” from ' rhis, 
That in his Tine, and long before his Time, even from the 
Apoſtles Tirnes, it was not Lawful for Presbyters to' Attempt | 
any thing relating tothe Church without the Biſhop, ''Z>z 
Prevhjrets "und  Deazoms 'arrompt "nothing "without the Biſtoy” AL % 
dowance; 
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the Cyprientc Age. 2 
lawence 5 for "tis he th whom the Lord*s People ave committed, aud | 
is be in! Account: for their Souls *, is the 39th of the . 
Canons calted Apoſtulical. And no. doubt it was in force in © 0 TTets-- 
St. Cyprian's time. And this was no greater Power than was #u7*c! 9 | 
aligned him by the Apoſolical 1gnatias, T cannot tell how 2=x2r 4:eu » 
many times. Take theſe Teſtimonies for a Sample. . Ler wo 70s Te 


| | Man do any thing that belongs to: the Church without the _— Gnome wi" - 


He that honaureth the Biſhop, is honoured of God; but he t +; Nv CmmAGi-- 
doth any thing in oppoſition to the Biſhop, ſerveth the Devil f, If Tv9v. Av- - 
any Man pretend to be wiſer than the Byſhop, (3. e. will have ** 39 390 © 


+ | Things-done againſt the Biſhop's Will,). be « Corrupted 8. Let mowuirOe- 


ws be careful not to reſiſt the Biſhop, as we would be ſubjett ro God t, F 243v Te 


7 The Spirit hath ſpoken, Do ye nothing without the Biſhop *®, *F;z wweity %y # 


neceſſary that you continue to do nothing without: the Biſhopi, - Vatg off ou-- 


f hg - 26v dumwy 
aeyr emumgnonuwEr. Can. Ap. 39. © Mudeis 2991s Ts Bmowne 77 Tegort mw - 


Pp 35 emnxovmoy tis TW earanoiav. Ignat, Epiſt. p. 6. 


f *O nuſ 6tiowmy wm INE Tinwnm: 'O adlea cmaxinry rf Tggomy milan 


, | Conw aand'ea, FP. Te 


4 (x. 57 ter: BET 4 RN 4 otra te PE OE] 
f 'x I BY 0's ESI, SS 
” EN Sing af 92 . I * CSE 83 SIREN p 4 w,. 
ESR AO ENCE opt NY” Oe Ws 


E Kat e&y ly vody Ao! Te 6howns, tfotapru P. I3. 

bh STeddowwry iv wil dvnmiorom Ty emrxwry ive Suw Wi Served ue * > 
ro £, 20: 

hh To. 3 TVeva canpuorty Aigav mids 5 Xacks *Emondare jpundSy mutire, P. 43. 

3 *Araſuzier iy Icy dartg muUdTs aviv 7% EmoxITy wiadiy mega bur. Þ.47;. 


And now, let any of Common Senfe determine, Whe- 
ther there was Ground, or ſhadow of Ground; for inſinua- 
ting that St. Cyprian thewed roo. much Zeal in this Cauſe, or 
attempted to fbretob his Power a little tao far, (indeed, ic had not 
been a little, but very much, nay monffrouſly too far, had thoſe 
of Parity been then che current Principles,) or was a little 100 
bigh in this Matter ? Bur if there was.no Ground to fay fo, if 
it was contrary to all the then current Principles, and to the 
common Sentiments of all Catholick Chriſtians, nay, even to - 
the Convictions. of all Honeſt, Orderly, Dutiful, and Con- 
ſcientious Presbyters, who then lived, to fay fo: If thus it-- 
was, I fay, and 'tis hard to prove any Matter of Fa& more -. 
evidently than. I have proved that it was thus; then, I think, . 
it follows by good Conſequence, not only that this Author 
was a little in the wrong to St. Cyprian, when he ſaid fo; _ 
| al $2 
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The Principles of  . Y 
alſo, that, in St. Cyprien's time, a Bi w—— fairly a Nega-\ 
tive; over his P y which 'was. the Thing to be. de." 

I proceed to the next Thing propoſed, 


 monſtrated. And 
_ namely, . 
- - JL That all the other Church-Governours within his. 
' Diſtrict , Presbyters as well as others, were , in St. Cy. 
prian's time , ſubje to the Biſhop's Authority , and obnoxioms 
to his Diſcipline; I do'nt think you very ſharp ſighted, if 
' you have-not ſeen this already. Yer thac I may give you- 
all _ Satisfaction, I ſhall inſiſt a little further on; | 
it, . | | = 


1. This might appear ſufficiently from this one Conſidera-: 
tion, (tho no more could be produced for it,) That, ftill in 
- the Stile and Language of thoſe Times, the Biſhop was called' | 
the mon the Ruler, the Goverroar, the Superiour, of all' | 

the Chriſtians within his Diſtrict, Clergy as well as Laity : And 
they, without Diſtinion or Exception , were called His 
People, his Flock, his Subjetts, &&c. This may be ſeen almoſt 
in every one of his Epiltles. Thus, Ep. 3. he fays, That Dea. 
cons ought to remember that our Lord choſe his Apeſtles, that is, 
Biſhops and Gevernours : But the Apoſtles choſe. Deacons to be thy 
 . Biſhop's and the Churches Miniſters: And therefore s Deacon ought 

k Meminiſe With all Humility to give Satisfaftion to the Biſhop, his Superiour « 
autem Diaconi And Ep. 9. He praiſes the Roman Clergy tor having the Me- |: 
debent quoniam yyory of Fabianus, who had been their Superiour, #3 ſo great Ho. 
- 4; 200 "i mur!, AndEp.13. writing to Rogatianus his Presbyter, and: 
* Ko De. the reſt of the Confeſſors, and praiſing God for their Faith: | 
minus elegit : and Patience, he ſays, That, as all Chriſtians were bound to Re. : 
Diacoms autem joyce when Chriſt's Flock was illuminated by the Examples of Con-1 | 
poſt aſcenſum 7: orss ſo he himſ.lf, in a ſpecial manner, as being the Biſhp, ſeeing 
T min in Ct" the Churches Glory was the Ruler?s Glory." And in that famous 

os Apoſtoli fibi ane" i: ARE 

conflituerunt Epiſcopatus ſu: & Eccleſia Miniftror— Et ideo opertet Diacomum de quo ſcribis agere 
ardncie ſue penitentiam &* hmorem Saccrdotis agnoſcere, & Epiſcopo PRAPOSITO ſu | 
plena humilitatc ſatisfacere. Ep. 3 p. 6., | | 


l In quo wobis quoque plurimum gratulor quod cjus monoriam tam celebri & iluftri teſt imes, | 
nio prof. quamini, ut per vos innoteſcat nobis quod © wobis efſet cereca PRA POSITI meme | 
riam Glerioſum, & nobis queque fidei a; viriutis praberet Exemplum. - Ep.g. p. 1g. | 

m Nam cum gaudere in hoc onmes ffatres oportet, fum in gaudio communi major eftÞ-Epiſcopi ® 
portio : Eccleſie enim Gloria, PREPOSITI Gloria «fl. Ep. 13. f W 

Paſ | 


4 Petulanicy that-Prebyters Thould: fo 
*." 'Atid ihnother-phce, « p;1, 
Power in the: Church®, *' Arid "Res 


el Satire ec. Thi: care dchemur, 
| -N p if the, | fer"over' the Church, is Contem.- penny 
"$4 ©" Sijch Was ths Didledt of thols Times, I fxy; and 2,7 2 £le 
9 ny Pm gat ryan, 2.5 yy a ia PRES Þo 
BYhops were Calle "Rulers, "Govermours, Shpericurs, &c.D E MUS. 
Dilctinfinarion-betwixe Clergy:men" and 'Eaicks;; and not?: 198: 
VOIDS Bart paftiebirly, 107: 4s; 2 32s wa" 1-5 Þ Mifnnr ow 
SETAC OF RYH (iv. 257; of, | « tcm ſeſtertium 
centum millis nummun, que rftic in Reclefio cut Domin: indulgentia P RESUMUS , Cleri & 
"Pre apud baba rentts collatione rollef'a ſunt. Ep; 62. p.447,, * _ 
"4" Inde enim Sc iſmata & Bereſes obort« ſunt & Orientar, drm Epiſcopus qui unus eft & 
Eccleſia P RA EST, ſuperba quorundam preſumptions contemuit tr — * Ep 66. p. 167. 


= [2 


2.,It was as common in that Diale&, to call the Clergy 
:The' B: S{H-O P'S, CLERGY: - Thus for Exzmple, 
Ep. I4- It Was my Wiſh, that 1 might have {alated as my Cl ogy r Optaveram 
ſafe-dnd:ſonnd, &c."" ' My Presbyters and' Deacons ought to hawe quidem F.C. 
 £aught you,” 8C. * - Becauſe I cannot ſend Letters but by Clerg y.mmen, * Univerſum 
IL ha af contes tems age | * "ſk, ape. 7 clerum N O- 
ma lenowrhat many of mine are abſent *, Numidicus'was preſerogd © | 
 alrve by God, that he'might joyn him'to my Clergy — *  Urba- ——_ _ 
.hus and Stdonius came to my Precbyters —, If any of my Pref”. lumem meis li 
byters or Deacons ſhall turn precipitant —"" T have ſent you-Co.. teris ſalutarem. 
pies of the Letters which T wrote to my Clergy and People concer- EP-14- p31. 
"ning Feliciflimiis and bis Presbytery —*: "And; as-Fobferved * Por quidem 
_ before, When'AMaximmns a Prebyter, and Urbanr ;&&. ireturned 111 Precbytes 
AO TROUGH PCR T2 gi rota port grep lp nnigks B81) iy r: Of Diacon: 
| monere debuerant —— Ep. 17, Pp. 39- © Et quon:am "oportuit me per Cler: "Wu 
"ſeit auttm" "NOSTROS Plurimes abeſſio—— Ep. 29: p. oy | P | er. £05 fert 73 
. Phy — U: eum clere NOST RO Dominus adjungeret, & deſclatam per Lapſim quorundam 
PRESBYTERTI 'NOSTR'I wopiam Gloriofis Sacordotibus adornarer. Ep. 40, Þ. 79- 
. * Urbanus & Sidonius Confeſorer ad Presbyteret NOSTROS: wenerunt. Ep. 49. P. 92. 
 iterea' i quis Immaderatus & precips, ſroe de NOS TRIS Þ» 
Xj—— Ep. 34. p.68..7 7. "Mm 'F te. 
X —— Hil te, Exempla literarium =— miſ-ram, gue ae rodem Feliciflimo & de Prezbyicrie 
rinfdem ad wlerymiſtic NOSTRUM = ſeripſeram, | Epea5v 88.1. 0 6 


7 A% « 
$$ 6,15 3, from 


- 


cobyteris wel Diaco- 


——— —— 


— —————— + INES 
= > 


BR 
SE 
"ID K IO = 


ro 


" 


Y ewe C973 
Cornelio Epi- 


ſoaps NOSTRO pariter & cum univerſo clere pacem fetifſe nn Ep.53. | 2.98. 


* Et tu quidem thedr 


Somoyr:ifice circa 


mes, Of pro ſoli= ,;. 1 by Depoſing, or by Excommunicating him”: Nay, He might 


tz tun humili- 


rate feci}ti, ut 


haberes poteflatem, qua poſſes de illo ftatim windicari. Ep. 3. p.5.. : 
2 Oporter Dinconum, agere audaciz ſue penitentiom, & honorem Sxcerdotis agneſcere = i 
b Quod fi ultra te Contumeliis ſuts exacerbaverit & provecaverit, Fungeriz tir08 eum..nt K.7 
Rare honoris tut, 45 exm wel DEPONAS wel ABSTINEAS. 6 


'Fhe Principles of _. . -.. © 
from the Novatian Schiſm to Cornelizse*'s Communion, We are 
Reconciled (ſay they to Cyprian) to Cornelixs OUR BISHOP, 


and to all the Clergy). 


Such was the Language of thoſe Times, Now, I ſay, by. 
what Propriety of ir could a Biſhop have. been called # 
Prepsſitms, Superiour to his Clergy ?. Could they have been } 
called HIS Clergy ? Could he have been faid to have been 
Their Biſhop ? Ther Ruler? Their Governour 2 By what Rule ** 
of either Grammar or Rhetorick, Logick or Politick, could 
he have been ſaid to have been /et over them, or rhey to have Þ 
been bs Subje#s or Inferiours, if he had no Power nor Furiſ.| 
diction over thern ? If they were not Subjeded to his Authe ® 
riry, nor Obnoxjons to his Diſcipline? But ler all” chis paſs for ® 
meer Protuſion if you will. I am not pinch'd for want ef # 

Arguments. For, — INV | = 


3. The three great Principles which I proved ſo fully be | 
fore, viz. That a Biſhop, in St. Cypriar's time, was the: Prin 
eiple of Unity to the Chnrch which he Govern'd; that he had 
a Supreme Power in it; and that by the Principles which then 
prevailed, he was the /ame in the Chriſtian Church, which the 
High-Prieft was in the Fewiſh; and che laſt Thing I proved} 
alfo, viz. That he had a Negative over his Presbyters; Each 
of thefe is demonſtration for the preſent tr oy and yeus 
need not Artificial ; Natural Logick is enough to let you fe 
the Con/equences, Indeed, 7 


4. We find Cyprian all along both Reaſoning and Practiſing® 
to this purpoſe. Thus, he told Biſhop Rogatianus, Ep. 3% 
That the Caſe was plain between him and his Deacon : H4* 
TE him, forthwith, by hs Epiſcopal Power, and his Cal 

Authority*: He might make him ſenſible of hu Epiſcopdi 
Honour * : He might Exert the Power of his Honour againſt hin 


alles de eo Conqueri cum pro Epiſcopatus vigore & Cathedrz AuQoritat? 
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the Cyprianic Age. 
Excommunicate all ſuch as ſhould Rebel againſt him «©: For alt 
theſe Cenlures, his Sovereign Authority was competent *. 


Thus he praiſes Pomponizs, another Biſhop, for Excommu- 
nicating another Scandalous Deacon , Ep. 4. p.9g. And did 
not he himſelf Suſpend Philumenws and Firtunatws, two Sub. 


deacons, and Fawvrinus an Acolyth, from their Livings?* As 


we learn from his 34th Epiſtle. 

But you may fay, Theſe Inſtances extend no further than to 
Deacons, or more inferiour Clergy-men ; but, What is this to 
Presbyters? Why ? Sir, indeed, the Inſtances are pat and 
home; and you mult acknow:edge fo much, if you conſider, 


that, by the Principles of thoſe Times, there was no Diſpa- 


rity between Presbyters and Inferiour Orders in this reſpe@: 
But the Biſhop's Power extended equally to all; juſt as a 
King can nos Hh his Chancellor, as well as a Sub-Colletor 
of his Cuſtoms; a Juſtice-General, as well as a Juſtice of 
Peace: —_— clearer from the above-mentioned Princi- 
ples. But that I may leave you no imaginable Scruple, I ſhall 
even account to you about Presbyters alſo, 


5. Then, I have told you already, how ſome of the Car. 
thaginian Presbyters. conſpired againſt St. Cyprian, and uſed 
their utmoſt Arts to hinder his Preferment to the Biſhoprick. 
Now, if we may believe either himſelf, or Pontias in his Life, 
whatever it was they did on that Occaſion, he might have 
puniſh'd chem for it; puniſht®d them not only with Depoſi- 
tion, but with Excommunication , had he pleaſed. Take 
firft his own Account in Ep. 43. there he teils his People, That 
through the Malignity and Perfidiouſneſs of ſome of his Pre. 


| byters, he durſt not adventure to return to Carihage fo ſoon as 
' he would: And he deſcribes thoſe Presbyters thus; That 
| being mindful of their Conſpiracy, and retaining their old 


Grudges againſt his Promotion, they reinforced their ancient 


| Machinations, and renewed their Attempts for Undermining 
| him, by ſiding with Fe/iciſſirmmes in his Schiſm: And then he 


proceeds thus ; I neither willed nor wiſhed their Punichment 
FE OY L 2 7; 6s 


; . | lii tales extite= 
rint , & contra Sacerdotem Dei fecerint , vet COERCER E potrris, wil 4 B= 
STINERE. 

Law SACERDOTALI LICENTIA—— Td. p.s6, 7. 


we Whtgd: he 
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and. kept. my Peace :, And yet, now, they have 
OR Pani Zia Ths I did , now, thy have ft 


© Hic enim Excommunicated themſelves, Sc, * Take it 
quorundam tWs his Deacon ».T&dT am rawilling ,:lays he, 


Precbyterorum out.: SOME cchiſied his Lo wy ef w Pa- 
mallgntas tientiy, how .Generouſly, haw. Mercitu Y rg e 
prfaia pore them ? Did he not: thereafter admir them ,to. Fa 


contra Epi- Communication, for their old Tricks againſt, *-4 had ; 
ſcopatum me- been willing to have put it in Execution ? But this is not 


nena retinentes, Mi wn. | , OH: 
inſtaurant veterem contra nos impugnationem ſuam, & Sacrilegas Machinat iones infidiis- ſolitis 
denuo revocant, 'Et-quidem. de Dei providentia nob1s hoc nec volentibus,, nec opt antibus, imo & 
ignoſcentibus, & tacentibus, panas quas meruerant rependerunt, ut @ nobis non cjetti, altro ſe 
ej. cerent ; ipſi in ſe, . pro Conſcientia ſus, ſenten:iam darent ; — Conjurati & Scelefti de Ecs 
cleſia ſponte ſe pellcrent. Ep. 43. p. 81,82.,. . _ | 
f Invitus dico, f.d dicam neceſſe eft: Quidam illi reſtiterunt, etiam ut vinceret. Quibus 
tamen quanta lenitate, quam patienter, quam b.nevolenter indulſit, quam Clementer ignovit, 
amiciſſimes cos poſtmodume & inter nec: ſſarios computans, mirantibus. 1nultjs ? Cui enim peſſit non- 
efſe Miraculo, tam memorioſe mentis oblivio? Pent. in Vita Cyp. þ. 3, 4. x 


.. Have I not accounted already, How, when they firſt En. 
;gaged in the Controverſie concerning the Lapſed, he threa- 
.ten'd them, that if- they ſhould continue to Abſolve ad R : 
..concile any more of them without his Allowance, he would 
. Suſpend them from their Office, and infli ſeverer Cenſures 
.,on them. when. he, ſhould return to. Carthage ? And have I 
:\not. juſtified bima ;jn. this, - and made it manifeſt to a Demon- 
Rration, that. herein, he did not ſtretch his Power too far ? 
That he took not too much on. him 2 Further yet. x; 
:.. When they reſumed their Impudence, and, after a little 
- Interruption, would needs. be Abſolviog the Lapſed, tho he 
; was then:in his Retirement, and by ro army had few or 
;.none. of his. Clergy to Conſult with ; yer he, gave cur this 
plain and peremptory Order, That if any of his Presbyters 
or 


: 


oY 
- 
7 
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Jour is Leave, that 
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Ty ant; preceps aftris Prespyteris wel Diaconiour, five e Peregyitiis, auſus furrit ante = 
oh $447 J + © T% TR: M Conimmuntcare cuin 'Lapfir, a ConMunicatione wſtre - 
#eebatur'; apud Ohities Tres cunfath Wifigs Semi atis fue,” quimdo th aatiens, permittente Doe. 
ming, cot - Ep. 3h.'p. 68. 


Laftly, When they proceeded fo far astoCommence the 
Schiff with Feliciſimms 4, thark it well, He not only. gavea 
Delepation to Caldonivs and Heroulanws ,, ewo Bilhaps; and 
Rip atianms and. Numidios:, two of his own Prebyters, to 
Jodge and Excommunicate Fekc:ſſimms and his Partilans, as. I 
-have ſhewed already ; but he likewiſe Excommunicated-the 
five Presbyters who joyned with: him, and -all who ſhould 
adhere ww _— Fre ng an ——_ of is Procee- * Si qui: a. 
dings to all Catholick Bi , ipartt to: Cornelius Biſhop #97 24nitent'e - 
of Rae bs and 'his Sentence ns i only ratified by Corne- 7 ”_—_ | 
bus'and Feliciſſimms, and all his Party refuſed his Communion, ;;-;5axs, ad 
'but they mer -with+ the ſame Treatment ; St. Cyprian's Sen- Feliciſimi v&> - 
tence ' was: Approved , :and : Confirmed -by all - Catholick ſ#:elitum cjus 
'Churches all the World over *. | partes conceſſe= 


TE; T7 SOT ip. or AY , PPE rit, &- ſe here- 
Hee faffiont arjunxerit ; ſeiar fe = ad Etch flam-rivire-&r eanr Epiſcopis & Plebe Chrifti 
"Chmmimicave non fofſe. Ep ia; p:85. . | 
i Pide Ep. 45: p. 88. 
k Legi literas tuas, F.C. —— quibus flgnifitaſti, Feliciflimum. hofttm- Chriſti 
_— &- non tantum mea, ſed plurimors.m-Co-epi ſeaporum. ſen; entia-condemnatumy, # $6 wllic . 
e rejetum, Oc. Ep. 59. p. 126. | 


I' might eaſily. have proved this more fully, .but, I think;'I 
have ſaid enough. - And now, Sir, lay.theſe three Things to- 
. gether, viz, That there. 'were ſeveral- conſiderable Acts of 
' Church Power peculiar to a Biſhop, in St. Cyprian's time, arid 
which thoſe 'in- the Order -of Single Presbyters coult not - 
meddle with: That a. Biſhop, as: ſuch, 'had a Negative over - 
all 'the Presbyters within his Diſtrit : And, * That: they were : 
all, Subordinate to him, and Obnoxious to his Diſcipline: : 
And then I can refer it to your fif to determine, Whether 
- GY 


"The Principles of | 


a Biſhop, then, was not quice-another thing than either Single 


Presbyter, or Presbyterian Moderator. | | 

Thus, I think, I have -ſufficiently defeated our Author, 
Definition of a Biſhop, in St, Cypriar's time, by giving a fair 
and juſt Account of him., as he ſtood related to his owniper. 
ticular Church which he Govern'd. I come now to confider 


him as he ſtood related to the Church Catholick, And here 


L Ep.55,0 68. 


alſo I am very much miſtaken, if I ſhall not find Matte 
enough for another Demonſtration againſt him, I ſhall eq 
deavour to diſpatch this Point with all poſlible Brevity. 


7. Then, by the Principles of the Cyprianic Ape, all Biſhops 
were Collegues, and made” up One College, St. Cypriancalls them 
fo, and ſpeaks of the Epiſcopal or Sacerdotal College fo fre. 
quently, (no fewer than 6'or 7 times in one. Epiſtle, and 
4 or 5 times in another) that I need not adduce Teſtime. 
nies. ' Indeed, being all Men of the ſame Character, the 
ſame Order, the ſame Dignity ; being all of them equally 
Supreme, and Firſt in their own Churches; and all ſtanding 


Collateral to one another z they were moſt properly called 


Colleges ,-and their Society a College, if we may rely on 


Mm Ziþ.13. 6.14. 


DB. Priyatus 
Lambeſit anus 


A. Gellius his Skill in the Latin Tongue, or rather Meſſala's 
cited by him ”. 'And it is obſervable to this purpoſe, That 


St. Cyprian no where calls Presbyters his Colegues. He calls 


none ſo, but Biſhops. And the Notion of the Epiſcopal Cul. 
lege had ſuch an Impreſſion on him, it was ſo Common and 
Received in thoſe Times, that ſpeaking even of Schi{matical 
Biſhops, who run one courſe, he calls them a College aifo, cid | 
= different from_the True College of Carhclick and Orihe- | 

ox Biſhops ®. Now, | - 


Fortunatum ſibi Pſcudo-Epiſcopum dignum COLLEGIO SUO fe : 
cr, Ep. 59. þ- 132. ; 


2, 'As the One Biſhop was the Principle of Unity to a parti 
cular Church , ſo this College of Biſhops was the Principle .of 


Unity tothe Catholick Chnrch: And Feſus Chriſt was the Prin- 
. ciple of Unity to the College of Biſhops. IT hope, not being a 
—_—, you will not require that'I ſhould prove the Higheſt 


Step of this Gradation. All that remains then, is to Explain 


' how the College of Biſhops, by the Principles of thoſe Times, 
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7 \ the Cyprienic Age. 
was. the Principle Unity to the Church Catholicks or, the 
One great p - \ ths Body, conſiſting of all the particular 
Churches all. the. World. over, whereof, their particular Biſhops 
were the particular Principles of Unity. Neither needs this be 
a Laborious Task. For all that's neceſſary for it, is, To ſhew 
how they were fo Uzied into One College z as tO make them 
capable of being juftly denominated One Principle of Unity. 
Now, they were thus United by the Grear and Fundamental 
Laws of One Faith, and One Communion. 

That the One Holy Catholick Faith is Eſſential in the Con- 
ſtitution of the One Holy Carholick Church, is, even to this day, 
2 received Principle, I think, amongſt all ſober Chriſtians. 
But then, I fay, That the Chriſtians, in. St. Cyprian's time; 
reckoned of the Laws of One Communion as every whit as for- 
cible and. indiſpenſible to the Being of Oe Church, as the 
Laws of One Faith. Tt was a prime, a fundamental Article 
of their Fairb, That there was but Ore Church; and my 
could not underſtand how there could be but One Charch, 
if there was more than One Communion, By their Principles 
and Reaſonings, a Multiplication 'of Communions made, utia- 
voidably, a 24ultiplication of Churches: And by conſequence 


feeing there could be but Oe True Carbolick Church there could 
be likewiſe but One True Catholick Communion. All other 


Churches or Communions were Falſe, 3.e. not at all Chriſtian 
Churches or Communions. Theſe Principles, and ſuitable Rea- 
fonings from them, are fo oy and fo fully inſiſted on 
in St. Cyprian*s Writings, that to Tranſcribe his Teſtimonies 
to this pony were almoſt to FTranſcribe his Works. Now 
from theſe Principles, it follows clearly, 


3- That the Grand Concern of the Epiſcopal College was, | 


to Preſerve and Maintain this One Communion: To Guard 
againſt all fuch Dodrines as deſtroyed, or tended to deſtroy, the 
the One Holy Catholick Faith; and all Schiſms and Schiſmatioal 
Methods which deſtroyed, or tended to deſtroy, the Unity of the 


One Church, Theſe being the Great and Fundamental Ire-. 


reſts of the One Church; and they being her Supreme Gover- 


nours, they could not but be chiefly bound by the moſt Fun- 
damental Laws of their Offce to be Conſcientious Conſerwators 
of theſe Great and Fundamental Irerefs, And indeed, fo 


_ they 
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wit, Ore. Epi 67. p: 172+ .P Jbjd. 


3. Being thus Canenically Promoted ,; . bis firſhWark \Wagfo 
end his -Communicatcry. Letters, to all: other, Biſhaps,.co give 
them thereby an Acccunt of his: Canowical, oo -Qr- 
-Phodoxy'1 in* the Faiths. his Fraternal Difpafitian, © c. \:Þhys, Gor- 
velius was no ſooner -Ordained Biſhop :of. Rame;,than he.in- 

4 FZp. 45.2.87:ſtantly diſpatched his Communicetorj Tots t04SE:;Cyprian 5. 
: And no-doubr, as the Cuſtom was, .to.all other. Biſhops ; .at 
"leaſt, to all -Metropolitans,- by.them.ta — LF 
the 


= 


the Cypriauic Age. : or 
the Bi within t ir” rovinces : I lay, to Metropolitans, for 
nothing can Be clearer chart thar there were 2ſerropolirats in 
Se. Cyprian's time. - He was undoubtedly One- himſelf *, afid © De Cypria- 

+;ppinme,, his Predeceſlor Biſhop of Carthage, was Ore lofig no Metropo. 

before him. Spanhewixs himſelf,our Author's Dilegews Searche ano , Fids 
into. dnriquity , acknowledges it*. But to return from: this 4 54 © On 
- Digreſſion. Novariame allo, the Hlegally and Schiſmatically Fp 23.4 By 

Oriuined found it neceſlary to ſend his Communicatory Letters Ep. 48. p. gr. 
to St. Cyptian; as if he' had been Ordain'd Canonically, and #2: 55: p-110. 
in the Unity of the Church®. - So alfo Forivngtus, when made _—_ p-116. 
a Schimarical Biſop at Carthage, fent: his Conmunieatmy Eee. £79”, 
zers to Cornelis Billiop of Rome". Thdeed, this was never DeAgrigning. 

. Metropolitanoram, eu Epr/coporuni in Urbe Matrice, wel primes {edi fu hs ity, 
es ſupra reliquos poemtlng art jura." Spanhera. Epit. oy. ” ""y Foe 
Seff. 6. p. 117. - 

f DRL f- 33» 

® Ep. 59: +135: 


If there was to Competition, no Controverſie in the 
Ca: the Matter was at an end. The Promoted Biſhop's 
Communicztory Letters were fufficient, and he was forthwith 
faihfully joymed with all bis Collegaes, 'as St. Cyprjan words it". » Cofegir ont 
Dat if there was anyi Competitor, any Debate, then the' reſt vb» faetirer 
of the College, before they received him as a Collegue, made 17%. Ep. 59: 
firther Enquiries, Sometimes they ſent ſome from the Nejgh.?" 139 
biefbvod* to exatninie the- Matter :- Sometimes the Ordainers 
were: obliged to' Account” for the! Per/oy Ordained, and the 
whole Procedure of the OrdÞvation + Sometimes both Methods 
were'practiſed. We" have-a' famious' Inftance of both Me- 
ttods im one Caſe; the' Caſe of ' Cormelins ” and Nowatianus, 
Cormlius, as T have ſaid, upon his Promotion wrote: to St. Cy- 
Prian: So did; Novatianus.' Here was a Competition, Cyprian 
therefore, with his Aficen wr. ws ſent Caldowins and. Fort. 
watur, tt Biſhops, to' Rome, that upon the Place it RIF, 


where they might"have'the fircſt Thformatior, they nghc 
enqufre'-ihro the' Merits of the Canſe, and” try" the *Coripeti- 
tin”. And'an the other hand "the Sixteew' Biſhops, who »» gp.45. 
Order? 4" Corntlits, wrote to'St. -Cyprien, and the reſt of the © © 
- Biſhops of 4/7 #a;; ms" upon the whole Qye- 

t he, RIO, 


; 
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The Principles of . 
ſtion, demonſtrating Cornelius's Title, and: Condemning Ne. 

* xr fafiw oft Vatianus*. Such Care was taken, that none ſhould be- ad. 

Epiſcopw © mitted Unworthily or Uncanonically. into the Epiſcopal Ce. 

plurimus Colle lege. But then, $1 Aa 


gu moſtris qui | 
func in Urbe Roma aderant , qui ad noi literas hmarifices & laudabiles , & teffimenio ſua 


predicationis illuſtres, de ejus Ordinatione miſerunt. Ep. 55. p- 104, 


5. There was equal Care taken to. purge him obt of. the 
College again, if he turned either Hereticas. or Schiſmatscal: If Þ 
he kept not cloſe to the Laws of Ore Fairh, and One Commu. | 
»ion, If he ſwerv'd from theſe, he was forthwith refuſed the 
Communion of the whole College, Therefore, (lays St. Cyprian 
to Stephen Biſhop of Rome, in the Caſe of Marcianns Biſhop 
of Arles, who had joyned with Novarianus, ) The Corporation 
f Prieſts, ( the Epiſcopal' College ) x Copious, being cemented 
y the Glue of Mutuai Concord, and the Bond of Unity, that if 
any of the College ſhall turn  Heretick, or attempt to divide 
waſte the Flock of Chriſt, the reſt may interpoſe, and, as prof. 
table and merciful Shepherds, colle& our Lord's Sheep, and reſtore 
' y Ietires enim Them to 1he x, ah And this they were bound to do by the 
F.C. copioſum ' Fundamental 7s of One Church, and one Communion; for, 
corp eft Sa= as our Martyr ſubjoyns, TE6 they were many Paſtors, yet they 
cerdotum con- all fed but one Fleck*. And. therefore all the Biſhops in the 
+ wa m—_ v4 World were bound to give the deſolate Chriltiansof Churches, 
gz © Whereof the Biſhops had turned Herctical or Schiſmatical, the 
lo copulatum, Comfort of their Al and Aſſiſtance a Tis true, no Biſhop Was 
ut ſi quis ex Superiour to another Biſhop in point of Power or uriſdition , 
Collegio neſtro yt all ſtood Collateral, 'as I have. proved, and fo no Biſhop 
1 jd _ 2s Superiour to another, in a freight Line, could po penance 
Chriſti 6a. on him, as they might have done to Prezbyters. Yet all being 
v2 & waſtare United into One College, which College was the Principle of 
rentav.rit, Unity to the Church Catbolick, 1t was neceſſary, as well as na- 
Juboenant : tural, that that College ſhould be impower'd to take care of 
_—_ 7 its own Preſervation, and by conlequence, they could do 
& m:ſcricor. the Equivalent. of a formal and authornative Depeſition'; they 
&s, ves Do- could refuſe the Hererical or Schiſmatical Biſhop their Commu 
minicas inGre- njon, and thereby exclude him from the Epic College: And 
Ce 48; they could oblige all the Chriſtians within his Difrid co aban- 
2 Nam ef Paſtores multi ſumus, unum tamen Grigem paſcimus. Ibid. . ® == Sdlatiun 


_noftre epitulas j0nis m—— Ibid. p. 177. 35: | 
{ | | don 


he Cyprianic Age. 


don his Communion, 'and chooſe another Biſhop, as they valued 
the invaluable Priviledges of the One Church, and the One Com. 
»unios, But then, | 


6. So long as a Biſhop, worthily, and legally Promoted, 
kept the Fairh and the Uniry of the Church, he was Treated, he 
was Encouraged, he was Conſulted, he was Correſponded with ; 
in a word, Every way uſed as became the Head of a particu- 
lar Charch, and a Fellow-Member of the College. All the reft 
of the Members were bound, by the Fundamental Laws of the 
College, to Ratifie all his Canonical, nay, Equitable Aﬀ; of 
Prieſthood, Government, and Diſcipline. Whoſoever was Bapti- 
ed by himſelf, or by his Clergy, with his Allowance was to 
be owned'.as a Baptized Chriſtian, a True Deniſon of the 
Church, and to have the Priviledges of ſuch all the World 
.over. Every Biſhop of the Chriſtian Chnrch, living at how 

great a diſtance ſoever, was bound to Communicate his Dutiful 
' SubjeFs, duly atteſted by him ; and to Exrommunicate his Ex- 
communicates, Thus, 'for Inſtance, ' Cornelius Biſhop of Rome 
rejeted Feliciſſumus, and all his Retainers; and Fortunatus, and 
| all his; and would not grant them. his Communion, becauſe 
"Excommunicated by St, Cyprian >. And Cyprian rejeed "No. 
"vatianus and all his Party, becauſe' not in Communion with 


b Ep.c9. p.146. 


Cornelius. In ſhort, By the Laws of the College, he that was « ry, 44, 


"Injurious, Undutiful, or Difobedient to bx. Biſhop, was ſuch 
to. all the Biſhops on Earth : He that ſet up an Altar againſt his 
Biſhop*s Altar, ſet up his Altar againſt all the Altars of the whole 
College: If a Biſhop Depoſed or Excommunicated any of his 
Presbjters or Deacons, it was not lawful for any other Biſhop 
to Receive him, nor to Abſo/ve him : He was itil to-be refſer- 
"ved for that, to his en Biſhop, ſo long as he lived. He that 
was Reconciled to his Biſhop, (whether he was of the Clergy or 
Laity,) and Reftored by him to the Peace of the Church, was 
thereby Reffored to the Peace of all o:her Churches, and by con- 
 Tequence, of the Church Catholick. And of this we have a 
remarkable Inſtance in St. Cypriar's time, Therapius Biſhop of 
Bulla, in the Procozſular Province of Africa, Abſotved Vitor, 
' who had been a Presbyrer, but had fallen, in-time of Perſecu- 
tion, Prematurely and Uncanonically: And yet, by a Synod 
_ of-Sixty /ix Biſhops, whereof Opie was One, the Abſolution 
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was Ratified, and Vifter was allowed their Communion; as we 

learn from their Synodical Epiftle *. ' So Eminent and Confide. 
4 — Librato rable was a Biſhop then, as he ſtood related to the Catholick 
apud nos, div, Church. Let me only add one Thing moos in purſuance of 
Confilie, ſatis his Dignity, as to this Relation; and that is, | 
Tlrapiom Collogom moftrum , quod temere bc fecerit ——= pacem tames quomodocungue 
& Sacerdote Dei ſemel datam, nom patevimus auferendam, ac per hoc Vittori gomunicationem 


fbi conceſſam uſurpare permifimus. Ep. 64. p. 158. 


7, Thar fo long 25 a Biſhop continued a /ornd Member of 
the College , all Informatory , Confſultatory , Recammends. | 
toryy Communicatory, Congratulatory, Apologetick, Teſti- 
monial;z in.a word, Letrers concerning the Peace, the 
Unity , the Government, the Diſcipline of the Church ; ar 
the Concord, the Corr , the Harmony, the Ho. 
nour, the Hazards, or any other confiderable Intereſt of 
the Callege, were direged 10 him, ar received from him, as 
hanng the Supreme Pawer of the Chyrch which he Go 
verde | 


AU the great Conceras of both the Carholick Church, and 
the Epiſcops! College , were, in theſe Times, tranſated by 
Letters, There was no poflibility 'of General Councils then: 
All that could be done, was either to mcet in Provincia] Sy. 
nods, pon 'great Emergencies; Or, if that could not he 
neither , to tranſact ters, and bring them to a Ge- 

. neral Determination, by particular Lutters from Biſhop to 
\ Biſhops 
; BP, Synods were ordinarily kept twice a Year; and 
by them, in the ordinary Courſe, all Matters of Mament 
were Determined ; and fo by the m1 rep Di of Synodi- 
cal Letters, Matters came ſometimes to ſuch a General Agree- 
ment and Determination, as, in the Reſult, was fully Equi- 
valent to the Definition.of a General. Council. We have ſeveral 
Inftances. of ſuch Tranſations by Provincial Synods. Thus 
- i the Grand Caſe of the Lapſed, in the time of the Decian 
 Perſecuriow, the Matter was fo managed by Provincial Synod: 
in Africa, Rome, Alexandria, Amigch , &c. that at laſt, as 
St. Cyprian tells us, it was brought to this General Concluſion 
That the Lapſed (hould complete their Terms of Penance , and 
ſaculd not be reſtored to the Peace of the Church before the Tims 


TP 
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appotmrel by the Canons, unkſe it was in the cafe of Deadly Sick-' | 
"weſt *. Thus, without rs th atfo that Melb Bey 


" IC ne C non © xp 55.p.102,.. 
mentioned by St. Cyprian in the Synodical Epiſtle which is the 103. 


- = 4 


{ - 57th in Number, amongſt his Epiſtles, viz, That the Lapſed, 


however they might be reſtor'd to the Communion of the Chuxch, 
oul4 never be recerved imzo Holy Ordersf, And that other Ce f zp.67.9.174... 
20n mentioned by him 'dlfo, Thar no Clergy.man ſhould be Turor= 
to Minors s. Thus alſo, long- before St. Cyprias, the great « xp. 1. p. 1. = 
Controverlie concerning the Obſervation of Eaſter, was ma-, 
ed in many Synods, as Euſebius tells us. ,. And-a few Years  y;de Euſeb.- . 


BW x r his Martyrdom, the Caſe of Paw Semoſaten', Thele H: E. !. 5. # : 


' becould; adding this as the Rea 


_ aaa el... d w-z SS _— ww. —_—_—_— -@ - 


Inftances .are only for a Sample: : | GS. 
When Provinczal Synods could not; be kept,” or. emergent 'Euſeb. /, 7. - 


- . 6.23. ad c.28.-. 


Matters of Conſequence could not be conveniently deter. © 3% 


min*d in them, then Recourſe was had to the only remaining 

Method, wiz. particujar Letters from: Biſhop to Biſhop. And to - 
make this Method both ſure and cffeQual, all poffible Pains - 
was taken. Tt was neceſlary that. each Biſhop froald /ign his . 
Lerter, and ſend it, not by every common Carrier, bat by a - 


Clergy-man*. In ſhort, They had fach Marks, that it was « x; ,uniom 


not eafie, if poſſible, to Counterfeit them. #4 Wi the Biſhop oportuit me per + 


' who received" it was bound by the Laws of the College to Clerices ſeribe- . 


tranſmit'it, for his Share, to the reſt. of the Members. And '* —— #2-29-: 
fo it went chrough, and the whole College was acquainted $239, 
with the Accident, the Cafe, the Contfoverſie, whatever it 
"was that had Fenerged, we have many Inſtances and Eviden- 
ces of chis Method and Diligence in St. Cyprian*s Writings. 
Thus, e. g. When Caldonims writes to Cyprian concerning + 
forme Ly ed within his Diſtri&t, Cyprian returns him an An- | 
fer, telling him, He had written his Mind to that purpoſe - 
already, and fo fends him Copies of five Epiſtles concerning - 
the Cafe, requiring him to _— them to as many Biſhops | 
on, That One Courſe, One Reſo- 
Intion, might be kept by all the College '. And ſo we find, that ! 76-19 its © 
the Letters written by him about that Controverſie were cum Epiftolis 
tranſmitted from hand to hand, till they were diſper ſd all _— quingque 


iſ 


Eprflde jam plurimis Collegis noſtris mifſe placuerunt, & reſeripſerunt ſe qoque nobi ſcum in ; 
rodern Conjilis ſecundum Catholicam fidem ftare; quod ipſum etiam-tu.ad Collcg as nſtros, quos - 
Putueris tranſmitte; ut apud omnes uns Atlus, © ung Conſentio ſecundum Domini precepta tes þ. 
neatur. Ep..25. p.50. | | | 


the. 


Que > 
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the World over ”®. Thus, I ſay, Tometimes the greateſt Af 
fairs of the Church were managed: And, *is pm, this Me. 
; thod was every way Equivalent, if not Preferab 
« Council : So.that the Chriſtian. Church might bave ſtill ab/ifed, 
. and its Unity. been provided. for, and preſerved in all Ape, 
. without ſuch Councils, as it was,, effecually, during tho Frf 
Three Centuries, Now, that which I am principally. concertiy 
: for in all this Matter, is, . Gig 
_ That all theſe Circular Letters, of: whatioever Nature, rel. 
; ting. either, to. the. great Intereſts of the Carholick Church, or 
, of the Epiſcopal College, were regularly directed only. to the 


. reſpeRtive Churches,: as well as written and ſent by thoſe of 
. the ſame Order. And we have a notable Account of this in 
St. Cyprian's 48th. Epiltle 'direted. to Corzelixs ; for there we 
' learn, That the: Presbyters.atid Deacons of the Church of 
_ Adrumeum, baving received Cornelizs's Communicatory Let 
-ters, directed to Palycarpzs their Biſhop; and, ſeeing their 
- Biſhop: was abſent, 'finding it neceſſary that they ſhould re 
; turn an Anſwer, in his Name, as having his preſumed Al 
' lowance for it, they wrote to Cornelis in the common For 
- acknowledging him as Biſbop of Rome, and ſubjoyning Poh- 
. carpus his Name to the Letter : A clear Evidence, That where 
; there was a Biſhop, it behoved all the Letters that concerned 
. the publick State of the Church to be /ab/cribed by him, no. 
: other Name but hb could give them Force, and make them 
: Current. Well! but there was one Thing amis: St. Cyprian, 
..and the reſt of the 4frican _— having Intelligence of the 
, Competition that was at Rome 
. tianzs, and being unwilling to do any thing raſhly, had de- 
. termined to continue to write only to the Roman Presbyters 
. and Deacons, as before, during the Vacancy ; till Corneliu 
his Tizle ſhould be fully ckared to them. Thus the Clergy off 
Adrumetum were ignorant of when they wrote the above- 
. mentioned Letter. And being afterwards told it by Cyprian 


of Rome; he wrote a Letter of Complaint to. Cyprian. abaut 


7 he Principles. of 


e, tO a Generg| 


Biſhops," as being the Heads, and Principles of Unity to their 


tween Cornelizes and Now. 


and Liberals, they direted their next Letter not for Corneiiv,, 


but for the Roman Presbyters and Deacons. Hereat Cornelin 
, was not a little ſtumbled, and, according to the then current 


Principles, interpreting it to be a diſowning of him as Biſhop 


i 
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who was then Metropolitan of that' Province. In Anſwer : 


hich, our Holy Martyr wrote a full 
ſhewing him what was true Matter of Fa 


to him, 
n what - 


Reaſons the Biſhops of 4/7ics had taken the aforelaid Reſo-- 
lution ;: How it was in conſequence of that Reſolution, that - 
hanged their Direction : 
| was lefs intended ' 
than to diſown him as Biſhop: of Rome, or Inyalidate his Title. 
And was there not here as clear an Evidence, that Regu{arly, 
and in the current Form, all Letters were direfted to the Biſhop 2 
u another Hiſtory to clear this Matter further ? 
nd Nicſtratus retaining to Novatianus, and 
ſo ſeparating from Cornelizs, did thereby cut themſelves off 
from the Communion of the Church ; Cyprian wrote to them; 
as well he might, conſidering that his Defign was to Recon-- 
| But how did he 
write? Why 2 fo, -as that his Letter ſhould not be delivered © 
till Cornelius ſhould ſee it, and judge whether it was proper * 


the Clergy of Adrumetum had c 
And how, by the whole Method,” n 


f. 
e. 
d 
6, 
S 
| 
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Shall I give yo 


When Maximus a 


cile them to their True Biſhop Cornelius. 


to deliver it.*. . Such a ſpecial regard was then paid to the = xp. 45... 


Biſhp of a Church, as being Supreme in it, and the Principle of 


© If alt this doth not fatisfie you, then liſten a lite further, 


and reſiſt this Evidence if ye. can: Becauſe;by the Fundamental 
Principles of One Fajth, and One Communion, every Heretical and 
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| Schiſmatical Biſhop was, ipſo fato,out of the Church; and all who 

retawwd or adhered to him, whether Biſh1ps, Clergy, or Laicks, 

d:d run the fame Riſque 'with him : Therefore, ſo ſoon as 
turned: Heretick or Schiſmatick , the Catholick 
litans; formed © 
Biſtiops, within - 
their reſpeQive Provinces, and? ſent them. to other Merropelr. 
tans: And fo they were tranſmitted all the' World over; 
That. their Communicatory Letters, and theirs cy. might be 
received, and their Communion, and theirs only, might be- al- - 
lowed; . and that all Hererical or Schiſmatical, or Retainers to 
Heretical or Schiſmatical Biſhops, might be rejected, ' and 
their Communion refuſed. And for this we-have two notable - 
Teſtimonies from St. Cyprian, the one is in' his 5th Epiſtle 
direted to Cornelis, where he tells him, That pon Forrtuna- 
7s his ſtarting out of the Church,” and pretending to be 


he Province, eſpecially the Mer 
Lifts of all the True, Orthodox, and Catholi 


OO OS "I" OO EO #0" 
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0 ms: Letters*, The other Teſtimony is in Ep. 68. where Cypriok' 
- mmiſerim tibi having given his Sent 
. proxime nomins he  forkeited his 


rTum*qui inte ben Bifho 
5s, wy Biſho of Africa, a diſtin Account of the Perfon' that” 
 lica fatribus know, ſays he, to whom we may dirett our Brethren, and writs 


; omnium noſtrorum-Gunfilio placurt ſcribere ; ut erioris diluendi —— compendi un feret, & ſeire 
: fu & College neſtr!, quibus ſcribere, & literas mutuo a quibus vos accipere eparzeret. 


' Biſhop of Carthage, Hs bad ſent him the Names of all the Biſhoyy 
in Afi , who avern'd their Churches. i Soundneff and 0; 
grity, and that it wes gong oy cnet Advice + But to what 
_purpole? Zhat jou and al my Callegues may readily knot roawhony. 
You may... ſend, and from whom you- may receive Communicatoty 


» o 


£ 


nts fully concerning Marciams; that 
| E: ity ; and that it was .neceflary, that 
Epiſcoporum .arother ſhould be ſubſtituted in his room, &c. requires Sts 
iſtic conflituto- of Rome to give himfelf , and the reſt of the 


gri & ſani in 


Eccleſis Gatho. ſhould be Surrogated in Marcians his Place , That we may 


prefunt. Qued js [otters ®. FI 
wtique ideo de 


Ep. $9. p. 132. oy ITS Ap | ; 
P Significa plane nobis quis in locum Marciani Arelate fuerit fubſtitutus, wt ſciamms al 


-quem fratres mſtres airigere, & cui ſcribere debeammas. Ep. 68. p. 179.” 


I have only given you a Taſte of the Methods and Exps. 
dients which were put in Practice in thoſe Times , for pre« 
ferving the Unizy, the One Communion of the One Catholick 
Church ; and how nicely and accurately it was provided for, 
by the Incorporation. of all Biſhops into Ove College; of all part 
cular Principles of Unity of particular Churches, 1nto one Agpr. 
gated Principle of Unity, proportioned to the Extent ol 
thoſe Churches in their Aggregation: And by the mutual Sup. 
port. of all Biſhops one; towards-another, It had been eaſie 
to have calleted more Particulars, as: well as to have inſiſted 
more largely on theſe, I have colle&ed: But from the ſinall 
Collection I have made, I think I have laid: Fonndation 
enough for another Demonſtration. againſt our Author's No. 
tion of-a Biſhop in +: Qpriew's time. For, ct 

How could either Sing/e Presbyter,. or Prechyerian Modera 
zor, taking the Terms in the Presbyterian Senſe, have born 
ſach a Part, in relatioh. to.the Unity of the Catholick Churh, 
and the Preferyation - of One Communion? Beſides, that the 
Clige of Bijhops, in thoſe Times, is ſtill conſidered and in- 

. on, as -confiſting' of Church Governours notoriouſly 


diftinguilhed from Preclyters : Beſides, chat, in all.St, Caries 
| h | ſk 
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| the Cyprianic Age. 
Writings, or in any Monument of thoſe Times, you ſhall 
never, ſo much as once, find a Bijhp calling a Presbyter his 
Collegwe : Belides, that we have not the leaft Veſtige of an 
ſach ſtated, ordinary currene Office, in any Record of thoſe 
Times, 45 ay of a meer Presbyterian Moderator : Beſides theſe 
. L I L ; 
How had it been conſiſtent with the Principles or Analo- 
gies, the Scheme or Plot of Prexbyterian Parity,co have commit- 
ted to any Single Presbyter, Moderator, or other, the bearing of 
ſuch-a Part, as that He,and He alone,of God knows how many, 
ſhould have been Conſtituted a Member of a College, which 
College , and which awe, had. the Suprewe Power of Pre- 


ſerving the Faith, and the Unity, and managing all the Af- 
firs of the Church Catholick ? As that all his Admiſſions into 
the Church; his Exclsfions from the Church ; his Extruſions 
ont. of the Church; his Suſperfiors, his Abtentions, his Ex- 
communications, his Injunitions of Penances, his Abſolutions, his 
Ordinations, his Degradations, his Depoſitians.; in a word, all 
his 4#s of Government and Diſcipline, within his own Di- 


fri, and bis alone, ſhould have had Authority, and been 


deemed Valid,and merited a Ratification all the World oyer ? 
As that whoſoever, Presbyter or other, within ſuch a Diſtrict, 
in which there po been many Decads of Presbyters, 
was Diſobedient to him, or Top't it with him, or Rebelled 
againſt him, ſhould have been reputed Difobedient to, and 
Rebellious againſt, the xwhole College of the Supreme Gover- 
noursof the Church Catholick ? As that raiſing an Altar againſt 
his Alter, and his ey, ſhould have been deem'd Ratifng an 
Altsr againſt all Catholick Chriſtian Altars ? As that from him, 
and from bir only, in the regular Courſe, all Communica- 
tary, Informatory, CON in ſhort, all Lerters con- 
cerning the Publick Aﬀairs of the Catholick Church, or the 
Sacred College that Ruled the Catholick Church, ſhould have 
been Received ? As that to him, and to him alone, all ſuch Ler- 
ters have been direHed ? As that by the Circulation and Recipro. 
cation of Letters betwixt 4im and bis Collegues, and their Ge- 
neral Agreement upon any 'Thing, by that Circulation. and 
Reciprocation, Laws ſhould have been given tothe whole Ca- 
tholick Church, Canons, as non ary Obligatory as the 
Supreme Eccleſiaſtical Power on = could make them ? 


How 


90: The Principles of 

| How could - one raiſed to ſuch a Poſt, Ifay, have been no 
other than a Single Presbyter, or a Presbyterian Moderator 

Doth not his very bearing ſuch a Part, his having ſuch x 

Truſt, his being Cloath'd with fuch an Eminence, argue him: 
Demonſtratively to have been ſomething. Oeher, ſomething, 

Greater , ſomething Higher and more Honourable than ej: 

ther ? | 

Thus I have- conſidered a- Biſhop: in St. Cypriay's time, as' 

he ſtood related to. his own Particular, and to the Church: 

Catholick ; and , in both refſpe&s, have diſcovered a- vaſt: 
Diſcrepance betwixt him, as:he was really, and our Author's: 

Notion or Definition of him. Let me only add one Conſj.' 

deration more ; and that: is, EYE 

What Character he bore, what: Figure he made, in the: 

Eje of thoſe who were without ; of the Heathen World, efpe- 

cially. the Roman Emperours and Magiſtrates. And-here 

need. not. be at. much Pains; the Thing is Obvious : The 

Chriſtian Biſhops, as. being the Chief Rulers, the Supreme Go. 

vernours,. the Heads of their reſpe&tive Churches, were the 

Chief Butts of all the. Heathen Rage and. Malice. Take theſe. 

few of many Evidences. | 

After St. Cyprian had, retired from Carthage, in the: time of: 

the Decian Perſecution, he. wrote to his Presbyters: and Dea-- 

cons,. and told them how _ earneſt he was to return to the 

City, but Prudence would not let him. When he conſide- * 

red the Publick Peace of the Church, and how much he, ar- 

Biſhop, was. concerned. to Provide for it, and for- the Quiet 

and Safety of the Brethren, he- found. it neceſlary for him, / 

a= Oporter 1x tho with mighty. Grief, to forbear returning for a time, keft © 
tomen pac? HIS PRESENCE ſhould provoke th: Rage and Fury-of 
communi conſu- the Gentiles, So he wrote, T fay, in his 7th Epiſtle®.. And-* 
tre, & inter- in the. 12th, direted: alſo to his Presbyters- and Deacons, I 
dum deeſſe v0- 21;1h, ſays he, that my Station and Charatter, would allow me to , 
oe wy _ be preſent with you". . In his.2oth Epiſtle direfted \for the Ro- ' 
NOSTR I. man Presbyters and Deacons, hes-Letatonitns for his Retire- 
INYIDI4M ment after this manner. .1» compliance- with our Lord's Com ' 
ET V1O- mands, ( pointing, no doubt, at;atrh.10. 23.) /o ſoon as the 
LENTIAM Perſecution began, and the Rabble, with mighty Clamour, purſued 


GENTILIUM $ 
P.ROVOCET. Ep. 7. f-1 r, Atque utinam LOCI & GRADUS mei c0ns... 


14. 
dirio permitterct, wt. IÞ.$E. PRAESENS ef poem, " Ep. 12. p. 37, 


Me, 


the Cyprianic Age. 9 
me, 'I retired for a time, not ſo much to ſave my ſelf, as for 
rf ty publick * ” of the Church, and that the Ak, w_ 
was already kindled, might not 'be' the more inflam'd by MY 
OBSTINATE PRESENCE", And to the fame s Nam ficut 
ſe, he Apologizes to 'his -own People for his fo long Domini man. 
Abſence, Ep. 43. Tho he had been long away, yet he durit 4's inſfrmar, 
not return, becauſe of the Threats and Snares of theſe per- on __ 
fidious Men, ( Felicſimas, and his Fellow-Schiſmaticks,) Left, ,r;ms, a 
ſays -he; wpow MY COMING, there ſhould be a greater Uproar, clamore wiolen. 
nd, while as a Biſhop ought, 'in ai Things, to provide for Peace to fequenter 
and Tranquillity, I ſhould ſeem to have added Fewel to the Sedj. Pp ulns flagi- 
tion, and to have imbittered the Perſecution *, | S. - 5 ſals wo 
quam quietem fratrum publicam cogitans , interim ſeceſſi ne pr INV ERECUNDAM 
PRESENTIAM NOSTRAM, ſeditio que ceperat, plus provecaretur. Ep. 20. þ. 42. 

t Acceffis- buic tabeſcenti animo noſtro Dolor-major, quad in tants ſollicitudine, ac neceſſitate, 
exeurrere ad vos IP SE non poſſum; dum per-minas & per inſidias pirfidoraum Cavvemus, ne. 
ADVENIENTIBUS NOBIS Tumultus illic 19ajor oriatur ; & cum paci & tranquil. 
litati EPISCOPUS Providere in omnibus debent, IP SE materiam $editioni dediſſe, 
& Perſecutionem exacervaſſe videatur. Ep. 43. p. 83. 


Here, I think, is clear Demonſtration of the Epiſcopal Emi- 
nence 4a.the Eye of the Heathen Perſecutors : Tt was a Grief, a 
DE Bogen a very Crucifixion to St. Cypriars Soul, 
to be ſeparated from his Flock, as himſelf words it". But » 9.43. 233. 
he was bound by the Laws of his EPSICOPAL : 
PROVIDENCE, by all means, to ſtudy che Peace, 
the Quiet, the Tranquillity of che Church, and his LOCUS 
and GRADUS, his Sration and Dignity, were ſo Couſps- 
cuors and Eminent, that HTS PRESENCE would 
have provoked the Gentiles, and. increaſed the Perſecuticn,. and 
therefore he durſt not return. And yet this is not all. Con- 
ſider if what follows is not yet clearer, | 

Tn his x 4th Epiftle written to his Presbyters and Deacons, 
he tells them, That tho he had ſtrong and prefling Reaſons 
to haſten his return, yet he found it more expedient and 
uſeful for the publick Peace to continue longer'in his Lurking 
Places; and Tertulls, one whom they knew, and could notbur 
Value, had ſeriouſly adviſed him'to be Calm and Cautions, and nor 
to: commit himſelf raſhly to the publick View, eſpecially of thit Place, 
where be had been ſo often lain in wait, and made ſearch for'; 
and therefore he Exvorts and-Commands them, (his Presbyters' 

"o- and 


- 


92 The Principles of 
and Deacons,) Thar THEY, whoſe PRESENCE. ww 
ther ſo INVIDIOUS, mor by far ſo DA NG E'ROU\S 

s Ter. eight perform the part of Vicars to bim ". | Here, I think, we 
tullo=-— gui have a ful Evidence of a fair Diſcrimination was made be. 
etiam bujs twixt bim and hs Pretbyters by the Heathen Perſcourors. And 
Caxfilis autfor not only ſo; but, X G 
fuit, ut CANINE , 

& mo {erat exiftertm, ne me in conſpefium pablicumt , &f maxime ejus loci ubi toties flagita. 
iv & quaſitus fuiſſem, remere committerem. Fretus ergo Dile#Fioe &r Religions veſtra, quam 
ſatis novi, his literis & Hortor & Mondo ut VOS quorum minima ilic INVIDI1OSA, & 
on ade P ERICULOSA PRASENTIAeft,VIGE ME @& fun 
gamini, O's. Ep. 14. p. 31. | 


1M 


C2 


He tells Cornelias Biſhop of Rome, Ep. 59. Thathe wa 

Proſcrived in the Days of the Decian Perſecution, and that by 

Name, as Biſhop of the Chriſtians in Carthage, and that he was 

*# .— i Qeſtin'd for the Lions, &c."” And again, Ep. 66. he tells Fo. 
zempeſtate pro- rentizs Pupianus, That his Proſcription ran in this Form: If any 
frriptus, appli- Man holds or p:jjeſſes any of the Goods of C/ECTILIUS 
cir 89/139 CYPRIANUS bISHOP OF THE CHRISTIANS , Ge. 
TUS SU; xo. And thereby makes an Argument, that it was Unaccouns 
MINE, toties table in #lorentins not to own him as a Biſhp*. And Pontine 
od Leonem pe= his Deacon tells us, That, when he at laſt commenced Mar. 
ritw, Oc. tyrin the Valerian Perſecution, in the very Semence that was 
#2-59-P-13% given out againſt him, he was called SE GTA SIGNIFER, 
* S7 quis ten:t the Ring-leader , the Head , the Chiftain of the Se# of the 


vel poſſuer Chriſtians in Carthage ', Would you have yer tnore? 
? Ctt. 
Eypriant Epi- hen 3 
fcopi Chriflianorum : U! c:iam qui nou credebant Deo Epiſcopum tanftitucyti, wel Dinbols cred 
»92 Epiſcopum proſcribenti. Ep. 66. p. 166. | 

* Vide Pont..iu vita Cyp. fp. 9, 10. 


Take it, not about St. Cypre4ns Perſon, for T think we have 
enough of him already, but in St. Cyprian's Words: You have 
them Ep. 55. theie he tells Anroneanxe, That the Emperous 
Decizs (from a Senſe, no doubt, that, as Heads of their re 
ſpe&ive Churches, they were, under God, the great Suppor- 
xers and Promoters of our Molt Holy Faith,) had ſuch a 
Fo2res ſuch a Fique, at the Chriſtians Biſheps, that for Exam- 
Pic, He cud have heard with greater Patiznce and Compoſure, 


bot another crmulous Prince (ould have Rival d'it with bins for 
6he 


A MF Te; '* " ay b—_— 
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: Rotnaln Empire; than that « Biſhop ſbould bave been ſettled in 
= City of Rae's ' And doth not Eufebizs tell us, That the , a 
| Maximinw, in that Perſecution of which. he. Was ,,;cu-iu; ar- 
che Author, ſome 22 or 23\Years before St. Cypriar's Martyr- que tolerabiliue - 
dom ;-Ordered, that the "Aggorns, the chief Governours of the audiret levari 
Chriſtian Churches, ſhould only be put to Death, as being the Au- —_— # . 
thors of the Propagation of th Gif 4? So Eminent, in thoſe wrong _ 
Times, was the Epiſcopal Charafter ; ſuch a Senſe had the very ,,picu; Rome... 
Heathens of their g Biſhops indeed; 1p. much, @s Biſhops, Dei Sacerde- 
were they Obnoxious to the Foy and Malice of Perſecu- tm. Ep. 55- 
tors; and fo much Reaſon had St. Cyprian to lay, That i 7-294, 
mattered not , whence ( whether from Heathens wsbout, or , q1, wp. 
Schiſmaticks within, if they may-be called any way wirkin)  -, «,..._ 


Terrors or Perils threatned a Biſhop, ſeeing, as be was ſtill | 
obnoxiows to Terrors or Perils*, Meanin Slat, in. thoſe-Tunes, - 4 pk a” R 
Biſhops, as Biſhops, were ſtill expoſed to.the firſt burnt of all Pir- , vogue 
ſecurions, As, on the other hand, when the Human Gale. 7 
”, who ſucceeded to Valerianus, ſtop'd the Perſecution 7, 1:7 
which his Predeceſlor had begun, he began his Imperial Re. | -.” 

ſeripr, thus, The Emperour Publius Licinius Galiewns, &c. To. 490 ha % 

Dionyfins, Pinnas, Demetrixs, and the reſt of the BISHOPS, &c. Eft, 7 E: 
and fo went on, telling them, How he had ordered his Edit j 5. .. 1, 
of Grace and Clemency to- be Publiſhed all the World over ; 
allowing them to rely upon it, as full Security againſt all * Nec intereſt * 
Moleſtation for the future *© Thus, I fay, that Fw Em. **4s Epiſcepo 
petour ſtopping the Current of a fierce: Perecutian, and ,,,...,,,. .... 
" deſigning Favour and Security to Chriſtians, :dire&ed his 7;ar, qui rerro- - 
Letters to the Chriſtian Biſbops, as the Perſons who were rib» & peri- - 
Headsof the Chriſtian Churches, and in all Perſecurions had wont #5 viv'7 db 
to be expoſed to the greateſt Hazards. : —_ Ep.5 9". 
© AvTxzgd/mp wgionp Tiemr@ Armnrig: Teawunr@, Oc. Any x) mue 3; | 
AnuaTelp x) Tis avis ENIERO'NOTS, fc. Ewfeb. 1, 7.6.13. 


' Thus, Sir, I have examined. our Author's Definition! of a. - 
Biſhop in St;” Cyprian's time; and, if. I miſtake not, have:de+ 
monſtrated by many ſolid Arguments, that he was neither - 
Single Presbyter, nor Presbyterian Moderator, in the Prezbyrerian 
Senſe of the Terms; but a True Prelate in the ſtricteſt pro- - 
. Priety of. Speech. Confider my Arguments thoroughly, and 
weigh them only in the Bekenee of fuſtice, without Prejudice, 
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- of the Univerſal Church from the Firſt Plantation of Chriſtian 
Churches: That it paſs'd amongſt them as a common Principle, 


. then, that is, clearly conrradiſtin from Presbyters and Saperiour 
their reſpective Churches, were f Rightful, True, and Genuine 


 Suceeſſors of the Apoſtles, in the Supreme wiſivle Eccleſiaſtical Power 
.of go_ the Churches, whereof they were FE oi da tbe. 


- fright you from Reading it: And you may Command me to 
'Proſecute what is left undone, when you will : And what I 
' have written, as 1 ſaid, ſeems to me ſufficient, in Point of Ar- 


-well as a Candid Confeſſion of it, when *cis chus-plainly Tepre- 


The Principles of. | 
ahd without Partialitz, and try. whether Each of them fivg 
and muth- more, all rogether do. not Concludes irrefra 
-againſt him. And if they ſhall be found to be Concludent, 1 
leave it next to you to Determine, whether our Author is net- 
both fairly and formally bound by bis Ward. to conf: himſelf; 
Schiſmatich. ent” RIS: £rn 0 
hen T firſt put Pen to. Paper, I had in'my Project to hays 
;proceeded further, and made it appear as evidently, as what 
7 have now nm » That the Epiſcopal Prebeminencewhich 
-was ſo notoriouſly and unqueſtionably Prelatical in St. Cyprians 


time, was no Novel Uſurpation, no Late Invention, not at all 


- the Produttion of the Cyprianic Age, nor any . Age later than 


; the Apoſtles : That St. Cyprian,ant all his Contemporaries, firmly 
. believed it to be of Divine Inftitution; That they had not En. 
. rertained it, having 1o little Temporal Encouragement, nay, fo 


great and many Temporal Diſcouragements to Entertain .it, if 


. they had” not fo believed: That they had great Reaſon for 


- this their Belief; as fairly founded on our Saviour's own Ord. 
nance; and fully handed down to them in the conſtant Prattice 


That Biſbops, as I have repreſented them, Biſhops, as they were 


to them , Biſhops as the Heads of, and Principles of Unity to, 


Theſe Things, 'I:ſfay, I had'once in my Proſpett.; but this | 
Letter has'ſwell'd to-ſuch a Bulk already, as, perhaps, may 


ent, for bringute your.Author to a Senſe of his State, as 


ſented:to him : And therefore I Conclude with.my Beſt Chri- 
ſtian” Wiſhes to-yow and him, and al! Aden, 


_ March 28. 1695. 


Advertiſement. 


"\ Here is now. in the Preſs, and will be- 
KK Publiſbed by Michaclmas next , [ An 
Enquiry into the New Opinions ( chiefly )+ 
propagated: by. the Presbyterians in. Scot- 
land; By A.M. D.D.} 
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VINDICATION| 


OF A 


DISCOURSE 


| ENTITULED gp 
The Principles of the CGprianic Age, 


| With regard to 
Epiſcopal POWER and FURISDICTION: 
Being a Reply 
To Gilbert Rule's Cypriarac Biſhop Examin'd and 


found not to be a Dioceſan. - 
WHEREIN 


Beſides a great many Things more briefly Conſidered, 
The uſetulneſs of fixing the Principles of the Cyprianic Age 
is ſaccinaly Repreſented; The main Controverſie between | 
thoſe of the Church and the Presbyterians is fully and di 
ſRinaly Rated ; Mr. Rule's main Subtertuges are utterly over- 
thrown; Large Supplements are added to the Principles of che 

, Cyprianic Age ; The Cyprianic Epilcopacy is ſhewn to be incon- 
ſiſtent with a Papacy; And it is Demonſtrated that Epiſco 
pal Governiftent was univerſally delivered to be of Divine Right 
in the Days of St. Cyprian. 
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Printed by G. Croom for Robert Clavel at the Peacock at the 
Weſt end of St. Paz/s, and George Strahan at the Golden- 
Ball overagainſt the Roya/ Exchange, MDCCI. 
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